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PREFACE. 


Yielding to the advice of some of my friends, 1 
have collected ray sporting reminiscencos, to offer 
them to all my fellow huntsmen and sportsmen. 

m 

This book, or rather*this collection, is intended 
to acquaint the reader with the particulars of my 
lion hunting; with the kind of sport general!j lu 
be obtained in Algeria; and the Aeans used for 
bringing down the game, whether running or 
flying. 

I have no pretension to literary s-fyle; I there¬ 
fore forewarn all who read these few chapters that 
they will find no set phrases in them, but simply 
observations, based on experience, anecdotes, and 
facts narrated truthfuUj^as they took place. 

In order to put my fellow sportsmen in the 
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same position as myself, in case they should wiA 
to setf^or put in practice that which I* haTe 
described, I have indicated the districts they ought 
to visit, and the tribes and men whom they may 
interrogate in aH safety. 

9 

May my lion hunting be useful to some and 
agreeable to all. If I obtain this double result, 
my aim will have been accomplished. 

^ULES GERARD 
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mTECft)UCTION. 


Although the present work owes its chief popn 
larity to the episodes of lion hunting which it » 
contains, the chapters devoted to the manners 
and habits” of the animal, are, in our opinion, the 
most interesting in the book; for here we have 
the natural history of the North African lion, 
written for the first time from actual observation. 
The lion is supposed, l)y some persons who place* 
undue faith in the story of Androcles, to be of a 
highly generous di^osition, which however does 
not prevent him from devouring the most harmless 
individuals if they only happen to ^ome across his 
path before he has dined. This fact is sufficiently 
proved by Gerard's story of the two escaped con¬ 
victs who were chained -together by the leg; one 
of whom fell a victim to the lion, while the other, 
profiting by the animal's hunger being temporarily 
appeased, succeeded in concealing himself, to the 
indignation of the king of beasts,” who had as 
yet not quite finished his first man. 

With all his daring the lion is habitually a lazy 
aniiflal. His ** mqesfy/' of whidi we have heard 
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10 muDb^ is quite an 'Oriental in his habits, and 
exhibits-'a disposition to spend the greater part of 
bis existence in a state of repose. This laziness 
has botb^^a beneficial .and ‘ an injurious influence 
on the lion^s conduct towards human beings. 
Too lazy to attack a man unless forced to do 
so either bj hunger or by aggression, he is also 
too lazy to go any considerable distance to make 
his supper off* a horse or a bull when a human being 
happens to be within reach. 

Delegorgue, the French naturalist and sportsman, 
in treating of the lion of Southern Africa, agrees 
with our own Gordon Gumming in representing it 
as by no meani a dangerous animal, or, at all 
events, as one that has to be provoked into being 
terrible. In fact, it was the marked difference 
between the lions described by Delegorgue and 
those which ho had seen himself, that first gave 
Gerard the idea of writing down his experience in 
connexion with the animal. Independently of the 
difference which may exist between the lions of 
North and those of South Africa, there is also an 
important distinction to be made between the lion 
by day and the lion by night; so much so, that 
Gerard declares the diurnal and nocturnal lion 
must be regarded as separate animals. 

As bad men are said to be good when they are 
asleep, so the lion is harmless when reposing, dur- 
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ing the day in his lair, l^he leaves his lair for a 
few minutes^ driven Jjy heat or thirst tQ refresh 
himself at some neighbouring bfook, heSwist be 
looke(f upoh during t}iilat period as a lio:»more or 
less in a state of somnambulism. Gorged with 
the blood of bulls or horses, he is in the position of a 
diner-ou? who gets up half awake ii^ the middle 
of the night to drink a glass of water. In the first 
instance, he is only conscious of his thirst; in the , 
second, as he returns to his couch, he is only con¬ 
scious of having satisfied it. 

If the lion is seldom visible by day, there are 
but few men who ever run the chance of seeing 
him by night. Like the class of ijien who, in Eng-^ 
land as well as in Ftance, ^re named after him 
(and who appear to resemble him in everything 
excepting his courage, strength, beauty, and con¬ 
jugal fidelity), the lion does not appear in all his 
vigour until after dark. Another point of resem¬ 
blance between the biped, and quadruped lion, con¬ 
sists in the difficulty which is experienced in trac¬ 
ing both of them to their places of abode. 

Gerard tells us himself, in his Le tueur de 
lions that before becoming the avowed enemy 
of the lions of the desert, he had declared open 
war against the lions of the Parisian boule¬ 
vards, and lost no opportunity of insulting them— 
a faat which can be performed with more impunity 
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in their case than in t^at of their noble brethren 

of the Algeriaik mountains. , 

/ 

But if there be a strong similarity betwe.en the 
habits oi' the humma &Tid those of the brute lion, 
there is a far greater resemblance in disposition 
and manners between the lionTie and thr lioness. 
The former is incapable of maternal affection, and 
the latter is unable to smoke cigarettes; but these 
are the only important points of difference be¬ 
tween them. 

Gerard tells us that it is by no means a rare 
thing to meet one of these ladies (he alludes to 
those of the desert) followed by three or four young 
‘admirers, who qtiarrel and fight Jibout her, until at 
last the lioness, wearied with their attention and 
annoyed that the animals have not succeeded in 
throttling one another for her sake, accepts the 
services of some older and more courageous lion. 
Besides being eminently unfaithful, the lioness 
delights in seeing her admirers engage in mortal 
combat on her account, just as the lionne takes a 
pleasure in being the subject of a duel. While 
two full-grown lions were literally destroying one 
another in a conflict, which had been brought 
about by the direct and active influence of a lion¬ 
ess, the latter laid down on the ground, and tes¬ 
tified, by the wagging of her tail, to the pleasure 
she experienced at the sight.^’ u 
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When the lioness has m^de her selection^ and 
has condescended to Jink nerself fdic a season to 
one of her admirers only, she conlinues to Justify 
the applicatibn of her JkmQ» to'the humaii Honne, 
In the excursions of the leonine couple, the lion 
has to advance or stop, according to the pleasigre 
of the lioness. While the lion is attacking some 
douar, in order to carry off materials for the 
lioness’s supper, she lieh quietly down on the 
ground. The lion, on bringing the booty to the 
lioness, places it before her, and she commences 
and finishes her meal before he thinks of eating a 
mouthful. 

© 

However, as the cubs grow up,* the lion begins 
to assert himself. He pretends that the noise of 
the youthful lions dfsturbs him, and that it would 
be better for all the family if he took lodgings 
away from home. He accordingly*has a private 
residence of his own, but avoids scandal by paying 
daily visits to his wife and children. He becomes 
divorced d ihoro, but not* a mensd, and continues 
to supply the family with food at his own expense, 
until at length he teaches the young ones to com¬ 
mit depredations on their own account. 

There was a period in our dramatic history when 
it was necessary for a theatrical critic to be also, to 
some extent, a zoologist. We allude to the Van 
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Am burgh epoch, whei^ the writers of the daily and 
weekly press had to neglect disquisitions on t^gedy 
and c(^medy for treatises on the natural history of 
the lion'and panther.Thfe* general opinion at that 
period being that the lion was a more formidable 
b^ast than the panther, and far more difficult to 
tame, it of .course became necessary for critics' to 
assert, by way of novelty, that the lion could be 
tamed with comparative ease, and that the really 
dangerous animal was the panther. This opinion 
at last became almost universally received; but 
Gerard shows that it is an erroneous one. 

Of tame panthers he says nothing; of tame 
. lions he only says that they remind Jum of over¬ 
grown poodles: but with regard to these animals 
in a state of nature, he declares that the latter are 
terrible and aggressive, while the former are timid 
and inoffensive'. 

The panther was frequently used by way of 
antithesis to the lion. The lion was magnanimous, 
and when he attacked you at all did so openly. 
The deceitful panther, on the other hand, was 
said to spring upon you unawares. 

The fact is, the lion springs upon you the best 
w'ay he can, while the panther never attacks a man 
at all. 

The real contrast to the' lion is the timid* and 
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graceful gazelle, which cay only be hunted by 
perso^^ who would df)liberately go* out to shoot 
goldfinches. The lion differs as *much tfem the 
gazelle as violence and^ariug do from gentleness 
and timidity. On the one hand we see vice, on the 
other virtue. The lion by his depredations levi^es 
a tax on the natives ten times greater than is 
raised by the state. The gazelle is not only im- 
injurious, but its dung has a positive value as an 
adjunct to the Algerian tobacco. The lion of 
course prowls about by night, while the gazelle is 
the only animal pf the brute creation which 
wanders about in search of its food by day, and 
retires to rest like a ^uman being as night ap¬ 
proaches. * 

m 

Gerard considers that, in exercising his pro¬ 
fession of “ lion slayer,'^ he is performing a na¬ 
tional service both to the Aral^ and to the 
French, to whom most of the tribes of Algeria now 
look for protection. We should be satisfied to 
look upon him as an ‘ardent lover of the most 
dangerous and exciting description of sport, pur¬ 
suing his art for the sake of the art alone; but 
there can at the same time be no doubt, that 
every time he kills a lion he confers a positive 
boon on the Arab community. It will be seen, 
from Gerard's own statistics in the present work, to 
whjffc an extent the Algerian lion destroys property 
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annually. But it appes^rs, from another of his books^ 
that the;, animd also caNises far greater sacrifice 
of humaru life than was at firsf^ supposed. A mngle 
lion destfloyedj one after amrjherj the inhabitants of 
an entire douar, amounting to forty persons. He 
watched for them day and night, and surprised 
them in every direction. Gii seeing him, the Arabs 
had nothing to do but to fall on their knees and 
pray; for even had they’ been armed, they would 
not have dared to fire a shot at him—such was 
the awe in wliich his ferocity had led him to be 
regarded. 

Of Gerard himself we need only say that he 
joined the spahi^ as a volunteer, and of course as 
a private, like all other Fienchmen who do not 
enter the army from a military school; and that 
he was at length promoted to a lieutenancy. 

Tlic ^'spahis^^ are native cavalry, officered 
chiefly by Frenchmen. They serve permanently 
in Algeria, and arc in fact organised on the same 
principle as our sepoys in India. 

Gerard has killed nearly thirty lions since the 
year 1844, when he first adopted the profession of 
^^lion slayer,^^ in which he has acquired a reputa¬ 
tion which is gradually becoming universal. 

H S. E. 
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LION IJtUNXING 

AND 

SPORl’ING LIFE IN ALGERIA* 

» 

CHAPTER I. 

THE LION : ms EDUCATION, MANNERS, AND 

HAEITS. 

•In the month of Januaj’y, J84-8, I met in Paris 
Adolphe Delegorgue, the naturalist and sportsman, 
who passed seven years of his life in the South of 
Africa, in the midst of the Kaffirs and Amazoulons, 
living on rhinoceros steaks and hippopotamus 
cutlets. 

I need not say that this meeting was a piece of 
g'ood luck for me, and that, not contented with 
having read the travels? of my valiant fellow- 
sportsman, I overwhelmed him with a thousand 
questions as to the game he had killed, and above 
all as to the lions of the Cape of Good Hope. 

I was so much struck with the little analogy 
existing between this animal and the lion of 
Algeria, that I at once resolved to ^Yritc all that 
I kii^w about this latte**, fmm an experience of his 

1. R 



18 


THE I ton: his education, 


manners and habits,^ which extended over several 

\ 

years.' " .Hi 

EVcry one in the present day knows that the 
lion htfiongs to the. felHkj race. It is singular, 
Jiowever, that all the naturalists who have written 
about this animal have treated him as if he were 
always ro\vng about in the face of day, and no one 
has said anything about his nocturnal habits. 

This inexplicable omission I shall endeavour to 
supply, taking the lion at his birth and following 
him in all his habits until the period of his death. 
I shall esteem myself only too fortunate if the ob¬ 
servations which 1 have collected serve to dispel 
the false ideas which I Ijave so often heard ex¬ 
pressed about him in France, aiid even in Algeria, 
v.diere the natives alone know anything about him. 

The lionsuand lionesses generally couple towards 
the end of January. As a large number of the lion¬ 
esses .he during the process of dentition, the males 
arc about a third more numerous than the fcmtiles. 

iccordingl}^, it is by no means rare to meet one 
of the ladies accom 2 mnicil by tlircc or four suitors, 
who engage in desperate combats, until the lioness, 
annoved that not one of her admirers succeeds in 
strangling the others for her sake, conducts them 
all into the 2 )resence of an old lion, whose roar 
she has appreciated. 

The admirers come bravely into tlie iiresencc of 
the rival to whom the preference has been acco^lf::^ 
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There is not much parleying, and the result of 
these c^flicts is never^douhtful. Attacked J)y the 
three imprudent rivals, the old lion revie'wa^^em 
all withdut moving. WitJ^the fir^t bite he (Jjsposes 
of No. 1; No. 3 has his leg crunched; No. 3 is 

fortunate if he escapes with the loss of one of his 

• • 

eyes. 

The ground once cleared, the noble animal 
shakes his mane vigorously, part of which is pro¬ 
bably in a condition to be taken away by the wind, 
and then lies down by the side of the lioness, who, 
as a first pledge of her aflTection, licks the wounds 
which he has received in her service. 

, When two full-grown lions meet, the affair does 
not pass off so quietly. '^Aii Arab «f the tribe of 
Kesenna once related to me a combat of the kind 
in question, at which*he himself assisted. 

It was a moonlight night, and Mohammed was 
in a tree waiting for an opportunity to shoot a 
stag. About midnight he saw a lioness approach¬ 
ing, followed by a full-grown lion. The lioness 
left the path in the midst ,of the jungle, and came 
to lie down at the foot of the oak. The lion re¬ 
mained in the path, and appeared to be listening to 
something. 

Mohammed then heard a distant roar, which he 
could scarcely distinguish. The lioness at once 
responded to it. The lion of the path uttered a 
roar^of such magnitude, that the startled sports- 
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man let his gun fall^and was obliged to cling to the 
branches^ so as not to^ fall himself. 

As^oy degrees the animal whose roar had first 
been h^ard appea^;ed to bli^drawing near, the lioness 
roared more and more loudly; while the otlier lion 
walked furiously from the path to the lioness, as if 
to force her to silence, and from the lioness back to 

r _ ^ 

the path, as if to say, Well, let him come; I am 
read}'’ for him.'^ * 

An hour afterwards a lion, as black as a wild 
boar, apj)eared at the extremity of the jungle. The 
lioness rose to go towards him, but, guessing her 
intention, the lion ran before her to meet his 
enemy. They crouched at the same moment to 
take their spnmg, leaped at the same time one 
against the other, and rolled over together in the 
grass, to rise no more. * 

The struggle was long and terrible. While 
bqnes were cracking beneath the powerful jaws Oi. 
the two combatants, their claws lacerated one 
another's bodies, and roars—now of the loudest 
kind, now of the most .subdued—expressed their 
rage and their pain. 

At the commencement of the action the lioness 
had laid down on her face, and to the very end she 
testified, by the wagging of her tail, to the pleasure 
she experienced at the sight of these two lions de¬ 
stroying one another for her sake. 

WJien all was over, she approached the two car- 
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cases with caution, without cojSdescending to reply 
to the somewhat coarse epithet which *Mohatnmed 
could noj refrain from a^jlying to her in tiuf ab¬ 
sence of a bullet. * •* • 

This illustration of the lioness's conjugal fide¬ 
lity is applicable to that of dll other lionesses 
What tliey look for, first of all, is a strong, full- 
growm lion, who can free them from the young 
lions, whose perpetual fighting annoys them; but 
as soon as a stronger lion oflers himself, he is alw ays 
welcome. 

Prom what I have been able to ascertain, the 
case is difierent with the lion, who, unless he be 
forced to do so, never leaves his companion, and 
exhibits towards her an attention and affection 
worthy of a better fa^e. 

From the moment of the leonine couple leaving 
their retreat until their returii, the lioness always 
walks foremost. When she chooses to stop, the 
lion does likewise. o 

When they arrive at a spot where there appears 
to be a probability of procuring supper, the lion¬ 
ess lies down, whilst her husband rushes bravely 
into the middle of the farm, and brings back 
the best he can find. He watches her with the 
greatest pleasure while she is eating, looking out 
all the time lest something should disturb her dur¬ 
ing her meal; and he only thinks of appeasing 
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his own hunger when, hers is satisfied. In a word, 
, there is no sort of tenderness which he does not 

, •'I > * 

show to her, both durin'^ and after the season of 
their foves. ' ' 

The litter of the lioness numbers from one to 
three cubs, according to the age and strength of 
the liones^s; but it generally consists of two—one 
male and one female. 

For several days after their birth, the lioness 
does not leave her little ones for a single instant, 
and the father pi’ovides for all their wants. When 
they have reached the age of three months, and 
have passed the dangerous period of dentition, 
vhich is fatal to many of the young lionesses, the 
nother weans them. She takes them for some 
hours away from the impenetrable ravine where she 
has brought them forth, and feeds them on the 
flesh of sheep, carefully skinned and torn into lit¬ 
tle pieces. 

The lion acquires a most serious turn of mind 
when he arrives at years of maturity, and does not 
like to stop near his children, who fatigue him with 
their sports. In order to live quietly, he gets a 
lodging in the neighbourhood, in order to be close 
at hand to assist the family when called upon. 

The Arabs, who know that a lioness has lately 
had a family, cither from actual observation or 
from their sheep disappearing continually in the 
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same direction, profit by the moment ^at which the 
lioness is weaning her little ones, in order to de¬ 
prive her of them. * ^ • 

With this^ view they ttation themselves during 
entire days on a mouila or trefe which commands 
the lair. As soon as they see the lioness at a dis¬ 
tance from the cubs, knowing that the lion is net 
with them, they glide towards them lAirough the 
thicket, wrap them up in the skirts of their bur¬ 
nous* in order to stifle their cries, and bear them 
off to the horsemen who are waiting for them on the 
confines of the forest, ready to start ofl^ with the 
despoilers behind and the prey before them. 

This manoeuvre is a dangerous one; in proof of 
* which I will cite the following anecdote :— 

During the month oflMarch, 1840, a lioness de¬ 
posited her little on^js in a wood, called El Guela, 
situate in the mountain of Mezioum, in the country 
of the Zerdezah. The chief of thcjcounty, named 
Zeiden, appealed to his neighbour Sedek-ben-Oum- 
bark, cheik of the tribe of Beni-Fourral, and on 
the appointed day thirty men of each of their 
tribes were collected at daybreak in the neck of 
the Mezioum. 

'T'hesc sixty Arabs, after surrounding the thicket 
in every direction, gave several loud shouts, and, 
not seeing the lioness appear, penetrated into the 
wood and took two young cubs. 

* TIjc priiicipal garment worn by the Arabs, somewhat resCu. 
blinf the ponc/io. * 
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They were going off quietly enough, thinking 
they had now nothing to fear from the mother, 
when the cheik Sedek, who had remained a little 
behind, saw her coming (ut of the wood i^nd ad- 
vancing straight towards him. He hastened to 
call his nephew Megaoud and his friend Ali-ben- 
Biraham, who both hastened to his assist£|ace. The 
lioness, iiiS\,ead of attacking the cheik, who was 
on horseback, rushed at the nephew, wdio was on 
foot. 

He waited bravely for her, and did not press the 
trigger until he could do so at point blank. 

The gun missed fire. 

Me 9 aoud then threw his gun away, and presented 
to the lioness his left arm, >Vrapped round with his 
burnous. 

The lioness seized it and crunched it. During 
this time the brave young man, without retreating a 
step and without uttering a cry, drew a pistol from 
beneath his burnous, and forced the lioness to let 
go her hold by putting two bullets into her body. 

At the same time she threw herself upon Ali- 
ben-Braham, who, without any immediate effect, 
sent a ball into her mouth. She seized him by 
the shoulders, and flung him to the ground. He 
had his right hand crushed, several ribs laid bare, 
and only owed his preservation to the death of the 
lioness, who expired upon him. 

Ali-ben-Braham is alive, but in a maimed con¬ 
dition. 
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Me^aoud died twenty-four •hours after this en¬ 
counter. ^ • • , 

At the age of four or five months*the cubs- ^low 
their mother night tqihe confines of th%wood^ 
where the lion brings them their food. 

At the age of six months fhe whole family go 
out together in some dark night, and change th^r 
place of abode, and from this time until their sepa¬ 
ration from their- parents* the cubs are constantly 
moving about. 

At the age of from, eight to twelve months the 
cubs begin to attack the flocks of sheep or goats 
which come during the day into the neighbourhood 
£>f their abode. Sometimes they even assail the 
oxen; but they are so^ inexpert that there are 
generally about ten wounded to one killed, and 
the father is frequency obliged to interfere, and do 
the work himself. 

At the age of two years, but not previously, the 
young lions are capable of throttling a horse, an 
ox, or a camel with a single movement of the jaws, 
and of leaping over the Jiedges, upwards of two 
yards in height, which are supposed to protect the 
farms. 

This period of the young lions^ existence—from 
the age of one to that of two—is really ruinous to 
the inhabitants of the locality. The leonine family 
kill, not only to support themselves, but also in 
order to learn how tc» kill. It may be imagined 



2(> THE i^ioN: nis education^ 

what SQch an apprenticeship costs to those who 
furnish its efements, 

it will be said,why do the Arabs allow 
themsrlves to be eaten updn this way"'by the lions, 
instead of driving them away ? To whicli I reply, 

Head the following chapter, and, if ever you have 
flocks in ^Algeria, you will -either inclose them 
behind a wall upwards of five yards high, or you 
will do as the Arabs do ^t present/^ 

At three years of age the young lions quit their 
parents to form couples; and the parents, not 
wishing to remain alone, replace them by another 
family. 

The lions are not full grown until they attain 
the age of eight years. ^At this period they have 
acquired their full strength, and the male, who is a 
third larger than the female, has all his mane. 
No idea of the lion in a wild state can be formed 
'from the degenerated specimens exhibited in the 
menageries. 

These latter have been taken from the breast, 
brought up like rabbits on cabbages, and deprived 
of the lionesses milk, of their open-air life, their 
liberty, and, in fine, of all suitable diet. Hence 
those emaciated forms, that unhappy look, and that 
deficiency of mane which gives them the appearance 
of poodles, and would cause them to be disowned 
by their fellow-creatures living in a state of nature. 

There arc three kinds of lions in Algeria; the 
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black lion, tlie tawny lion, and the grey lion j called 
by the Arabs respectively ^ adrea, ei asfar^ and el 
zarzouri. ^ 

The*blacK lion, whi^ is much rarer t^an the 
two others, is a little smaller, but stronger in the 
head, nccli, loins, and legs. The colour of his coat 
is like tfiat of a bay-brown horse, as^ far as lijie 
shoulder, where a thiek blaok mane commences, 
which gives him anything but an inviting aspect. 

His forehead is about an elbow-length in breadth \ 
the length of his body, from the tip of the nose to 
the beginning of the tail, which is upwards of a 
yard long,, measures five elbow-lengths.* The 
weight of his body varies from 275 to 300 kilo¬ 
grammes (i, e. from E^out 600 to 630 pounds). 
The Arabs are more afraid of this lion than of the 
two others, and the* Arabs are quite right. 

Instead of travelling about like the tawny and 
grey lions, the black lion establishes himself in a 
comfortable lair, and remains there sometimes as 
long as thirty years. He seldom goes down into 
the plain to attack the farms, but, on the other 
hand, he waits in the evening for the herds of 
cattle as they leave the mountains, and kills four 
or five of them for the sake of drinking their blood. 
In the summer season, when the days are long, he 
quits his residence at sunset, and stations himself 

* That is to ea/, at) the Arabs mcabutc it, the length from the 
elbow to the extent of the fpeu hand. 

O A 
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on the edge of a path* which crosses the mountain, 
in ordea* to wait for a horseman or pedestrian who 
has been delayed. 

I knoiw an Arab»who, ia.a meeting of this kind, 
got off his horse, unsaddled and unbridled it, and 
went off with the harness over his head, leaving 
tb6 horse to be throttled almost under his very 
eyes. But the aflPair does not always end so simply, 
and both horsemen and pedestrians generally find 
some trouble in escaping from the clutches of a 
black lion. 

The tawny and grey lion only differ from one 
another as regards the colour of the mane; they 
are both, however, a little larger than the black lion. 
Excepting in the point I have mentioned, they 
have all three the same disposition and habits. The 
existence of the lion may be divided into two 
distinct parts, which almost make it two different 
animals, and which have caused a thousand errors 
to be committed with regard to it. These two 
parts are day and night. During the day it gene¬ 
rally remains in retirement within the wood, far 
from all noise, so as to sleep and go through its 
digestion without interruption. 

Because, in the daytime, a man may have 
found himself face to face with a lion who has 
been forced by the flies or the sun to change his 
quarters, or who has been driven by thirst to seek 
a brook, it has been maintat’ned by persons who 
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have not reflected that at this period the lion was 
half asleep, or ha<J his stohnach fhll* that tibie lion 
does not attack liiiman typings. If is true ti!« lion 
does not kill for the pleasure of Jcilling, butdhc kills 
in order to live, and because he defends himself 
when attacked. In a country like Algeria, which 
is literally covered with flocks, the lijn is ne?ir 
fasting during the day. Tlic natives are aware of 
this ; but during the night, when he quits his lair 
in search of food, they take care to stop at home, 
or, if they are obliged to travel at night, never do so 
on foot. As for myself, I declare that if I have ob¬ 
served indiflercnce in the physiognomy of some 
. lions that I have met in the evening, I have 
always found those I h^vc met in fi^ie night of most 
hostile tendencies. 

I am so certain Chat a man by himself is lost 
beyond remedy if he meets with a lion at night, 
that, when my tent is pitched in th^ open country, 
I never leave it for a second at night without my 
carbine. 

I know a large number of recent instances in 
which Arabs have been devoured by lions; but I 
will only cite the following case, because it is 
known to all the natives of Constantine, and took 
place in a most dramatic manner. 

It was some years before the occupation of the 
town by the French. Among the number of per¬ 
sons confined in the# prisons were two brothers 
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who had been condtoned to deaths and were to 
be exe^’uted the next day. 

These men were highwri'.y assassins, and number¬ 
less anibdotes of their str'ength and courage were 
told. The bey, fearing they might escape, ordered 
them to be rivet ted together, the foot qf one man 
b^ing fastened in the same ring as that of the 
other. 

No one knows how it happened, but every one 
knows that when the executioner came the prison 
was empty. 

After having made useless efforts to break or 
cut their fetters, the two brothers, who had es¬ 
caped, took to the fields iq order to avoid meeting 
any one. 

When daylight appeared, they concealed them¬ 
selves among the rocks, and in the evening con¬ 
tinued their journey. 

Towards the middle of the night they met a lion. 

The robbers began to throw stones at him, and 
shouted vigorously in hopes of driving him away. 
But the animal had crouched down before them 
and did not move. Seeing that threats and cries 
did not aid them, they tried supplication; but the 
lion leaped upon them, threw them to the ground, 
and began at once to eat the elder one, by the side 
of his brother, who was pretending to be dead. 
When he came to the leg which was inclosed in 
the shackle, the lion bit it dlf above the knee., 
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Then, whether he had satisfied his hunger or 
was only thirsty, he t(?ok the directioif of a apring 
that was close by. Tl^nking tlie lion \^uld 
return as soon as he had assuaged his thiwt, the 
poor fellow who remained sought around for a 
place of refuge, and, dragging his brother's 1^ 
after him, at last got into a little opening in tlX 
ground. 

A short time afterwards*he heard the lion roar¬ 
ing with rage, and saw him pass several times the 
hole where he lay hid. 

At last day dawned, and the lion went away. 

Just as the unfortunate wreteh came out of the 
cavern, he found himself in presence of some of 
the horsemen of the bey^ who had traced him out. 
One of them took him with him on his horse, and 
he was conveyed back to Constantine and im¬ 
prisoned afresh. 

The bey, unable to believe in the iticidcnt as re¬ 
lated by his ofiicers, desired to see this man, and 
made him come before him, still dragging with 
lum his brother’s leg. In spite of his character 
for cruelty, Ahmed Bey, on seeing him, ordered 
that the ring should be opened, and that he should 
be set at liberty. 

Although gifted with very subtle senses, and with 
unequalled strength and agility, the Algerian lion 
never hunts its prey. 
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When it sees one or more wild boars in the dis¬ 
tance; it cfeeps towards them in hopes of sur¬ 
prising them ; but as soon as they get wind of him 
these 'black hogSi»make of S’, and the lion goes down 
into the plains to look for his supper in some farm ; 
a process which he ^nds safer and mor^ certain. 
r I have pometimes seen herds of wild boars dis¬ 
appear from a particular spot in a single day; but 
still oftener I have seen boars and lions dwelling 
together in the same forest, without one species 
interfering with the other. 

The reason of that is, that the lion has every 
facility of getting his food from the Arabs, on 
whom he raises a tax ten times greater than that 
levied by the state. 

I have long studied the roar of the lion, and I 
shall conclude this chapter with some observations 
I have made on the subject. 

When a lion and lioness are together, the female 
always roars first as they leave the lair. 

The roar is composed of some dozen sounds, be¬ 
ginning with subdued moans, which go on crescendo 
until they at length diminish and finish as they 
began. There is an interval of some seconds be¬ 
tween each sound. 

The lion roars alternately with the lioness. 

They continue thus to roar for a quarter of an 
hour, until they reach the farm i;\^hich they mean 
to attack. 
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As soon as they have satisfied their hnngci’ they 
recommence roaring until the mor^iin^. * 

Wh«n thg lion is by himself, he also roaia '■ on 
getting up in the morning, antt often enTers the 
farm without ceasing to do so. 

In suMmer, during the great heat, the lion ro^s 
less, and sometimes not at all; but wheh the period 
o^coupling arrives, he fujly makes up for lost time. 

Amongst other foolish questions, I was once 
asked the following : — Why does the lion roar?^^ 
I replied, Roaring is to the lion, in my opinion, 
what singing is to the bird. If this definition be 
not satisfactory, go and stop a few years in his 
• company, and you will ^perhaps fiqd a better one.'’ 

It appeared to me that the statistics, drawn up 
by myself, of the losses suffered by the Arabs from 
lions, might interest the reader, and I accordingly 
give them as a conclusion to the ch^iter. 

The duration of the lion's existence is from thirty 
to forty years. He destroys an annual value of six 
thousand francs (240/.), in horses, mules, oxen, 
camels, and sheep. Taking the average of the 
lion's life at thirty-five years, each lion costs the 
Arab two hundred and ten thousand francs (8400/.). 
The thirty lions at present existing in the province 
of Constantine, and who will be replaced by others 

♦ The Arabs, whose lar)guage is so rich in comparisons, have 
only one word for t)ie roarii^ of the lion. The word is rad — 
thuiiiior. 
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coming from the regency of Tunis or Morocco, cost 
annu^ly a hundred and eigllity thousand francs 
(7200/.^. In the districts^where I generally hunt, 
the Aral}, who pa/s five francs a year to the state, 
pays fifty to the liorn 

^The natives have cleared more than h^lf Algeria 
of its wood, in order to get rid of these injurious 
animals. * 

The French authorities, wishing to put a stop 
to these fires, which threaten the woods and forests 
with entire destruction, impose a fine on all Arabs 
who commit these acts of incendiarism. 

What is the result ? The Arabs subscribe toge¬ 
ther to pay the fines, and the fires continue as 
before. 

This will continue to be the case as long as the 
government neglects to protect the population 
„ against the lions, as in France we are protected 
against the wolves, who are far from being equally 
destructive The principal characteristics of the 
lion are idleness, impassibility, and audacity. As 
to his magnanimity, I will only say, with the Arab 
proverb, When thou startest on a journey, go not 
alone, and arm thyself as if thou wert destined to 
meet the lion.” 



CHAPTER II. 

l.#ON HUNTING AMONG THE ARABS. 

The Arabs, having much to suffer from the ravages 
committed by the lion oif their flocks, have had to 
take measures for protecting themselves. 

Since experience has taught them that a man 
depending upon his gun alone is more likely to be 
destroyed himself than to destroy the lion, they 
oppose cunning to the audacity of the animal, 
which, from an over-confidence "in its strength, 
often falls into the snares which are laid for it. 

It is true, the gun always comes in after the 
snare; but it is only when the lion can no longer 
attack his enemies that they overwhelm him with 
their bullets. 

Before speaking of the tribes which at long in¬ 
tervals kill a lion in opeii fight, and of the manner 
in which they accomphsh their end, I think it best 
to make known those means of destruction, the 
execution of which does not involve the slightest 
danger to the man. 

I will place in the first rank the ditch {zoubia, 
as the Arabs call it), by means of which the 
greater part of the skills brought into our markets 
have been obtained. 
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As I begai^ this worjk with a chapter on the 
mannas and habits of the lion, I will only speak 
of them^now with brevity, for the better compre¬ 
hension of that which follows. 

In order to avoid the neighbourhood of the lions, 
w^ always inhabit the most woody mountains, the 
Arabs keep away from these mountains with their 
tents and flocks during the spring, summer, and 
autumn. 

As the lion does not go out until dusk in search 
of his food, it follows that during the three sea¬ 
sons in which the nights are short the farms or 
douars, established at eight or ten leagues’ distance 
from the mountams, have nothing to fear from this 
animal, who is accustomed co go back to his lair 
at break of day. 

However, as each tribe has its territory limited, 
^there are but few who can go to so great a dis¬ 
tance from the dangerous mountains, so that the 
losses arc sustained by certain of the tribes, while 
hose next them are left in peace. 

At the beginning of winter, all the inhabitants 
Are obliged to approach the mountains, as much to 
obtain shelter for their flocks as to be able to pro- 
VI'Ac themselves with wood. 

ft is at this season that the lions, whose appe- 
t'\rs are sharpened by the cold, luxuriate at the 
6 Ipense of the tribes in gene,’*al. 

In tJ>e districts where this dangerous anim£ii is 
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generally found, the Arabs, ^oo lazy to work them¬ 
selves, make the Kabyles corae^ and foi* a very 
moderate sum dig a ditch, upwards of ten yards in 
depth, and from four*to five yards broacT, shaped 
like a well, and narrower at the orifice than at the 
base. TJliis ditch is always *lug in the midd^pi of 
the site to be occupied by the douar"^ during 
winter season. The tents are set up in a circular 
form around the ditch—the ditch, however, being 
always at a certain distance from, and on higher 
ground than, the centre of the circle. 

The douar having been surrounded by a hedge, 
two or three yards high, the ditch becomes con- 
cealed altogether from„the outside. In order that 
the cattle may not faU into the ditch during the 
night, care is take;p to hem it in from the lower 
ground with a round hedge, which extends to the 
tents on either side. 

At the approach of night the flocks and herds 
are driven in, and the keepers take care to place 
them as near as possible to the ditch, from which, 
as we have before said,‘they are protected by the 
hedge below it. 

The lion, who for his greater convenience always 
clears the exterior hedge from the high ground, 
approaches the douar, hears the noise of the cattle. 


* Dmiar cannot be translated either into English or French. 
It i&a collection of tents, varying from ten to twenty. 
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at the same time rccojifnising their presence by his 
scent—-for he* is now only a few yards' distance 
from fiiem—takes a spring, and falls roaring into 
tlie ditch, where he^will be insulted and mutilated: 
he, the emblem of strength and courage, whose 


imnosing voice caused alike the mountain and 
t]yf plain tq tremble, will die a miserable death, 
assassinated by cowards, by women, and by chil¬ 
dren. 


As he clears the hedge, the sleeping keepers arc 
trampled under foot by the frightened herd, and 
a moment afterwards the douar rises en masse. 


The women utter shrieks of joy, the men fire off 
their guns to announce flie f vent to the neighbour¬ 
ing dollars ; children and dogs make a demoniacal 
hubbub ; the universal joy almost reaches delirium, 
and every one takes i)art in it, because every one 
has some private loss to avenge. 

Whatever be the hour of the night, there is an 
end to sleep. 

Fires are lighted, the men slaughter the sheep, 
the women prepare the couscoussou —there will be 
feasting until day. 

During this period the lion, who has at first made 
some prodigious bounds in order to escape from 
the ditch has at length become resigned. 

He hears all the noise, all those voices; he has 
understood that he is lost, that he will die a shame- 
ful death, unable to defend ^himself; but he will 



LION HUNTINa, 


receive the insults and the bullets without a com¬ 
plaint and without a shudder. ^ * • 

Befgre dawn the Arabs from the neighbourhood, 
summoned by the report of iiie guns, ^rive in 
numbers, lest they should lose a portion of the 
spectacle^to which they have been summoned. f« 
They are accompanied by their wives, childreljb 
and dogs. ^ ^ 

It is so pleasant to see the sufFcfiiigs of an enemy 
from whom there is no longer anything to fear, 
and who may be at length struck with impunity ! 

The most remarkable thing in these cases is, 
that the women and children, but the women above 
a'l, are the most inveterate and the most cruel. 

Does this proceed from the barbarity of the Arab 
women, or from a. sense of weakness natural to 
women? I cannot say. But I am pleased to 
think that our French ladies would act very dif¬ 
ferently, and I hope that some would be found 
among them who would implore mercy for the 
lion, if only to see him attacked on coming out of 
the ditch; but in that case openly, loyally, and 
face to ikee. 

In the meanwhile the day, so impatiently looked 
for, arrives, and the boldest men remove the 
hedge which surrounds the lower side of the ditch, 


so as to see the lion at a closer distance, and to 
judge of the animaPs |ex and strength. 

As the harm he has done has been in proper- 
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ticn to his strength, his punishment must be the 
same. “ 

If It be a lioness, or a young lion, the first 
person^ who get a' view retire with a shrug of the 
shoulders. 

if it be a maie lion, full grown a,nd with a 
(Kunplete n^ane, then the gestures are frantic ; 
*^vcry one rushes forward, the news spreads from 
mouth to mouth, and the spectators who arc at 
the edge of the ditch must stand firm, so as not 
to be precipitated into it by the impatient crowd 
behind. 

After the general curiosity has been satisfied, 
and every one has hurled his stone and his impre¬ 
cations at the noble animal>ithe men approach with 
their guns, and fire upon him until he' gives no 
sign whatever of life. 

Generally, after he has received some ten bullets 
without moving and without complaining, the lion 
raises majestically his magnificent head to cast a 
look of contempt upon the Arabs, who have now 
aimed their last shots at him, and then lies down 
to die. 

Long afterwards, when they are quite sure that 
he is dead, some of the men let themselves down 
into the ditch by means of cords, taking with them 
a net strong enough to support the weight of the 
lion- a.nd the male, when full grown, does not 
weigh less than six hundred ^pounds. ^ 
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Ropes are fastened to a winnlass which is pre¬ 
pared for this special purpose, and fS-steneA into 
the ground outside the dkeh. The stronger^en 
of the party work at it, afld hoist%up the cai^ase of 
the lion, together with the men who have gone 
down into J:hc ditch. • 

After this operation (always very long^ has beei5^ 
terminated, the mothers take each a small piece of 
the animaFs heart, and give it their male children 
to cat, in order to render them strong and cou¬ 
rageous. 

They take away as much as possible of the mane, 
in order to make amulets of it, which are supposed 
to have the same effect. , Then, when the skin has 
been removed and the ilesh divided, each family 
goes back to its respective douar, where, in the 
evening, beneath the tents, the event of the day 
v/ill for a long time be the favourite story wuth 
every one. * 

After the ditch I must speak of the ambush or 
mclbeda. 

There are two Kinds of melbeda—the ambush 
under ground, and the ambush in the tree. 

In the first a hole is dug, about a yard deep 
and three or four wide. After placing trunks of 
trees over it, and covering them with heavy stones, 
the whole is strewed over with the earth dug out 
of the ground, except in a few places on one side, 
wher^ holes are left for^he men to shoot through. 
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and an opening on the other, which forms the door 

to th« cavefn, and which is closed from the inside 
• . ♦ 
by iReans of a piece of rock. ^ 

An^ushes of #this kifid are constructed on the 
edge of some path which the lion frequents. 

As it would be difficult to hit the aj^imal while 
^411 motion, the Arabs generally kill a boar, and 
- place the carcase in the path opposite the loop¬ 
holes. When the lion stops to examine the boards 
flesh, the men in the ambush all fire at once. 

It seldom happens that the animal is brought 
down. 


Generally, after receiving several bullets, he 
bounds in the direction of the ambush, over which 
he passes without suspectkig that the enemy is con¬ 
cealed beneath him. Then, ^fter having worn out 
his strength in furious bounds in every direction, 
he makes for the nearest wood and disappears. 

Sometimes*the Arabs who have lain in ambusli 


for the lion call upon the tribe to follow' him by 
the traces of his blood, and kill him. But as in 
this case there is always some casualty, they 
generally give up the pursuit, and let him either 
get cured of the wounds which he has received, or 
die quietly in his lair. 

The ambush in the tree is arranged in the same 
way as the other, with the exception, of course, 
of the stones and earth. These are replaced by 
branches, which entirely conceal the men wh» fire. 



LION IlUNllNO 


43 


4 

A tree in the immediate vicinity oi a path is 
chosen, and the men hide fliemselves’in the^raid- 
dle R ^ 

These two sorts of ambushes ai’e gencratlj^ kept 
up from one year to another, and are made use of 
* by several generations. It happens however, some¬ 
times, that when a lion has killed an ox pr a horse^ 
in the neighbourhood of a douar, the Arabs con¬ 
struct a raelbeda in all hjiste, so as to kill the ani- 

nr 

mal in case of his coming back the following night. 
In most cases this trouble is taken for nothing; for 
the lion, too delicate to return to his meal of the 
previous evening, goes in quest of food to another 
spot, leaving the brokcq victuals, with a di&dain 
which becomes hirn^ co.the hyenas, jackals, and 
vultures. 

THE TRIBES WHICH HUNT THE LION. 

In the province of Constantine there are three 
sections of tribes who kill, at their own peril, some 
of the lions who come among them, although they 
nevertheless do not attend to the prayers of the 
other sections, their neighbours, when they in their 
turn are decimated by one of these animals. 

These sections are the Ouled-meloul, of the 
Heractah; the Ouled-cessi, of the tribe of tlie 
Segnia; and the Chegatma, a foreign section es¬ 
tablished for the last fifty years in the district of 
Ain-igeida. ' 

As the act of killing a lion is only courageous in 
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SO far as the persoir attacking it is exposed to the 
teetlf and claws of the animal, and as in my eyes 
the*’^ manner in which the Ouled-raeloul the 
Ouled'-cessi behj^:»^e gives "them a gteat superiority 
over the Chegatma, I shall not speak of the latter 
,^^util I have dispos^!;d of the two former. 
f The ’ Onled-melqiil muster about eighty guns. 
The Oiiled'Cessi are of nearly the same strength. 
When the arrival of a lion in the vicinity of eithef 
of these tril)es has been made known, either by the 
destruction of the cattle, or by his own roaring, 
the news is taken from douar to douar, in spite of 
which, however, the sheep fall victims to the 
animal's voracity for some eight or ten days before 
he is attacked.' 

It is only when the ravages committed by the 
lion are beginning to be felt, and that he does not 
appear disposed to quit the place, that a rendez¬ 
vous is fixed’* upon for the huntsmen to meet at, 
previously to hunting him down. 

Assemblies of this kind, in which I have often 
taken part, are full of interest for a person who 
understands the language of the natives, and the 
gravity of the object with which they have met. 

Instead of inside a beautiful court-yard shaded 
by oaks, or outside a shooting-box (which are the 
most general places of rendezvous for huntsmen 
and sportsmen in France), here the meeting takes 
place around a fire which iS lighted at the foot of a 
mountain. 
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Instead of handsome eqi^ipages and brilliant 
uniforps, fifty men arrive on foot whose * cos¬ 
tumes aM together are not 
gamekeeper. 

Each of them carries a gun on his shoulder, a 
pistol and apyataghan in his belt, and, on arrivingV 
takes his seat by the fire. 

A dozen dogs, with long.,coarse hair and repul¬ 
sive physiognomies, liang about the sportsmen, 
and, by way of passing the time, tear one another 
to pieces, without the masters doing anything to 
prevent them. 

At one of these meetings I saw a dog throttled 
ahd devoured by the others without ,a single one of 
the Arabs present condescending to quit his place 
in the assembly; it is true that this occurred at 
the most critical moment, and just as information 
was being received of two male and full-grown 
lions, whom the outlookers ” had discovered. 

The arrival of the men who have been intrusted 
with the task of beating up the wood is always at- 
tended with much interest. 

- If a stag, a wolf, or a wild boar had to be hunted, 
with one bullet they would be soon disposed of. 

This is to be an affair with an animal which 
unites in itself tlie strength of forty men, armed 
with teeth and claws, the effect of which every 
member of the assemblyjhas been in a position to 
pbsprve, and of which several have had personal 


wortli the livery of a 
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experience^ \5rl1e11, riddled with bullets and expiring, 
the lion, in spite of their efforts, has still held to 
the body of one of their relations or friends. 

Although the “Arab is not of a demonstrative 
disposition, it is easy to judge at this period of the 
VAlouP'of each man, and the manner i.i which he 
will behaVfe during the fight. 

I must do them the justice to say, that even 
among the youngest—and some of them are beard¬ 
less—no boasters are found. 


The reason of this is found in the fact that every 
one has to risk his life, and that those who are 


considered incapable of doing so are excluded from 
the assembly,^ and stop *at home in the douar, 
where they are made the object of the women's 
pleasantries, and subsequently of their imprecations, 
if, as generally happens, the lion be not vanquished 


without making a few victims. 

As soon as the men who have reconnoitred the 


animal have made their report as to its sex, age, 
and the situation of its lair (which can be deter¬ 
mined by the foot-marks), the measures are taken 
for at once attacking it. 

With this view the outlookcrs retire from the 


assembly in company with some of the old, white- 
bearded fathers of the tribe, who on this occasion 
display all the energy of their youth. 

After a long deliberation, in which each person 
gives his opinion as to the mode of attack,'* some 
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decision is unanimously agreed "to, which has then 
only to be executed by the entire assemlily without 
further commentary. * * 

Having flashed and loa*ded their guns witSl the 
greatest care, five or six Arabs, chosen from among 
^he strongest of the party, are s^nt up to them:est#, 
of the mountains, in order to follow ma- * 

noeuvre of the lion, from the first attack until his 
death, and to correspond with their companions 
by means of certain well-known signs, which are 
simple enough to the natives, but enigmatical, 
and indeed incomprehensible, to Europeans who 
do not possess the key to them. 

When the men of the sratch have reached their 
posts of observation, the Best of the band put them¬ 
selves in motion, preceded by the outlookers, and 
climb the steeps which arc to bring them into the 
vicinity of the lion^s lair. 

As the young lions and the liones^s with their 
cubs do not act precisely in the same way as the 
full-grown lions, and as, in order to understand 
these lion hunts thoroughly, it would be necessary 
to have a special account of each, I will suppose 
that a full-grown lion has been heard of, he being 
more difficult and dangerous to deal with than the 
younger lions, or even than the lioness with her 
cubs. If in other kinds of sport it be true that 
^n animal properly attacked is always taken, it is 
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also true, in the case of the lion, that upon the 
manuer of the attack much of the success depends. 

Ih turning the lion^s position, the hunter has, of 
couriSo, a thousand reasons for avoiding the rock 
or tree under which the animal may be reposing. 

< ( 'W^hen the hun ters have succeededj,in getting 
within g nishot of the supposed lair, they “ turn 
it so as to command it from the high ground, and 
stop directly they command the position, observing 
throughout their operations the greatest silence. 

As the lion’s sense of hearing is very, delicate, it 
sometimes happens that he hears the steps of the 
hunters, or the rolling of some stone which has 
been displaced from the pide of the mountain. In 
this case he rises and vallvs in the direction of 
the sound. If one of the ^^men of the watch ” 
perceive him, he takes the skirt of his burnous in 
llis right hand, and hoists it before him, which 
means, ^ I see Mm” 

One of the huntsmen from the group then 
stands forward, and puts himself in communica¬ 
tion with him, shaking his burnous from right to 
left, which signifies, “ Where is he ? and What is 
he doing ? ” 

If the lion is still, the “ man of the watch ” 
raises the skirts of his burnous to his head, then 
lets them fail, and walks a few steps forward, re¬ 
peating tlie same signal, which may be translated 
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bVj He is moHoiiless in front of you, and at sow^ 
distanced , 

If thij lion walks to th5 right or left, the man 
walks in the same direction, shying his burnous 
either from left to right or from right to left. 

^ Finally,«if the animal proceeds in the 
of the hunters, the man of the watoil^ places i 
himself exactly opposite thjem, shakes his burnous 
violently, and cries with all his might, Aou 
likoum ! ” Take care ! 

At this signal the hunters draw themselves up 
in a line, if possible against a rock, so that their 
position may not be turned. 

' Woe to him who has not heard t]?e cry of Aou 
likoum !'' in sufficient time, and has stopped at 
some distance from liis comrades. 

As soon as the lion perceives him he will bound 
towards him ; and whatever be the^ presence of 
mind exhibited by the man, whether he take to 
his heels in order to gain a rock or a tree, or 
whether he wait firmly to fire at the lion point 
blank, he is in either case lost, unless by some 
providential chance his shot kill the lion on the 
spot. 

The tactics of the affair are as simple as possible. 
The thing is, to oppose to the lion’s teeth and j:daws 
an equivalent number of guns; but, in order to 
make the contest equal,|it is necessary that these 
gunsvshould act all together, one supporting f 
[. D 
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other, aud that each' combatant should be inacces¬ 
sible «to feaf, and ready to sacrifice his life to pro- 
'tcct‘0;hat of his neighbour. 

WKlsn the hunters havc'^beeu able to get together 
with their backs to a rock, the lion passes majesti- 
.ip front of them, in hopes that his presence 
, will causj dismay in their ranks, in which case he 
leaps upon the disorganized party, which is put to 
flight, leaving one or two in the power of the 
enemy. 

If no one moves, and the Hon cannbt detect the 
least hesitation among the hunters, he advances 
with suppressed growls to within twenty or thirty 
yards of the guns, which are pointed at him. This 
is the decisive moment. Upon the word of one of 
the oldest of the party each man fires, throws aside 
his gun, and rushes upon tlje lion with his pistol 
or yataghan. 

To European sportsmen it will appear astonish¬ 
ing that thirty shots, fired at twenty yards’* dis¬ 
tance, will not always suffice to kill an animal 
which presents its side * for a target. This is the 
case, however, six times out of ten. 

The lion is so tenacious of life, that whatever be 
the number of balls which strike him, he does not 
dig at once, unless his heart or brain have been 
touched. 

However, if he has been knocked down by the 
shower of bullets, before he can get up all the 
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hunters are upon him^ some armed with pistols, 
the others with weapons steel, shooting and 
striking as fast as they ca», and leaving genefaWy^ 
a few strips oT their flesh on the^claws of tfce ex¬ 
piring lion. 

The nearer the’ lion is to dftath the more.^|y;f.; 
gerous it is to approach him. Thus, the 

battle is going on, but before he has been wounded, . 
he reaches one of the hunfers, he contents himself 
with upsetting him, as an obstacle in his way, and 
the maa,if he be covered with a'good burnous, may 
get off with a few scratches of an unimportant 
character. 

, If he has already recej^ved one or more bullets, 
he kills or mutilates th^ man he happens to get 
hold of; often, indeed, he takes him in his mouth 
and carries him along, shaking him as he goes, 
until he perceives other hunters, whom he attacks 
in their turn. • 

But if, when grievously wounded — mortally 
wounded, for instance—he can get hold of a man, 
he inflicts on him all the horrible tortures to which 
the cat subjects the mouse. One of the most 
courageous of the band—generally some relative of 
the unfortunate prisoner — approaches the lion 
singly, to fire straight into his brain, for to fire from 
a distance would only be to endaugcr the life o ftiie 
man. The other hunters remain about twenty 
yards behind. If the Son’s strength be exhausted. 
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lie crushes the head of his victim just as the barrel 
of the/guu is being poiuted towalrdahis ear. Then 
*ric his eyes^ and ai/aits his death. 

Buiwf the animal be still capable of action, he 
hastens to kill the hunter who is in his power, in 
to bound upon the rash man who has come 
to his*^St.fltance. 

. As I haVe shown, the position of the man who 
advances to give the coup-de^gr&ce ia most dan¬ 
gerous; for, as the lion remains lying down on 
the body of his victim, it is impossible to tell in 
what state he really is; and although he may be 
approached vi J h impunity until the barrel of the 
gun is at his very ear, the hunter, before he has 
time to fire, may be knocked down and torn to 
pieces in spite of the guns at only a few yards dis¬ 
tance. 

The Arabs, when such a case as the latter one 
occurs, generally select one man to fire upon the 
lion, because, whenever they have appointed more, 
confusion has arisen, and it has often happened 
that the bullets aimed at'^tho lion have hit the man 
.bcncatll him. 

Although the man may be a corpse before the 
last shots arc fired, it is always painful to discover 
thj||b he has been struck by his own party, and one 
is often inclined to think that, if he had not been 
hit by an ill-directed bullet^ his lilb might hare 
been saved. 


«k 
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So often has regret been occasioned by occur* 
rences of this kind, that it has now* become the 
general^custom to send forward only one 
this honourable mission.* ^ • 

I say honourable, because the man who accom- 
' *pHghes it ^ with the necessary* courage and conv- 
posiire is, in my opinion, a man capable of exe¬ 
cuting the highest deeds without shrinifing. 

The preceding cases, however, seldom occur when 
one of the men on the watch has signalled to the 
assembled hunters that the lion is advancing to¬ 
wards them. 

Very often the animal is lying down in his lair, 
which is always a thickly covered spot, where, un¬ 
less he get up on hearing the hunters approach, it 
is impossible to see him. 

He must then be attacked in bis stronghold, 
and taken by assault, as the Arabs say. Whatever 
be the boldness of these men, who face death with 
so much courage, I must say that it is only at the 
last extremity, and when they cannot do otherwise, 
that they decide to attack* the lion in his den. 

When they have arrived at the coniines of the 
wood in which the animal lies concealed, supposing 
the men of the watch not to have discovered his 
whereabouts, tbey utter loud cries, mingled with a 
thousand insults, which, in their opinion, must 
force the lion to appea^. 

he pretend to be deaf, they challenge him in 
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4 more direct manner, Jiy sendii^g. bullets flying 
abouihis hdid. Thes^ manoeuvres sometimes last 
^8BWl*al hours, and the longer they are cqptinued 
the gfcater appears the disinclination of the hun¬ 
ters to attack. They know by experience that a 
Hon who remains dftaf to shouts and sjjots kn(j,w8^ 
what it all meand, that he has been hunted already, 
and that clbsequently he will this time wait for his 
enemies in the thickest part of the forest, and then 
spring upon them. It is easy to understand that 
such a prospect as this causes some hesitation, 
above all on the part of those who have already 
experienced the effects of the lion's clutches. 

While the Arabs,, some,sitting down, the otlier^ 
standing, on th*e edge of the wood, are discussing‘ 
and shouting in the most violent manner, I will 
invite the reader to accompany me into the lion's 
stronghold. . 

Beribath a dark thick arch, formed by wild olive 
trees, entwined closely together, the lion has ar¬ 
ranged several convenient compartments, which 
he inhabits in turn, according to the weather and 
season. 

Hither he returns every morning, about day¬ 
break, from his nocturnal excursions, to sleep and 
to digest the prey which he has devoured during 
the night. 

Before the arrival of the hjinters, the lion, curled 
up like a cat, has been enjoying a profound sl^ep. 
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At the fii’st sound which mee^ his ear he opens 
his eyes, without raising his head: «is the jiO/se 
becomes louder he stretches himself but on his 
paws to listen. • 

At the first hourrah** of the hunters, he 
‘ -“jumps up^as if moved by a« spring, and, after 
shaking his mane vigorously, replies by a terrible 
roar to the shouts of the imprudent pjltsons who 
have ventured to disturb* his rest. At the first 


report which echoes through, the Avoods, at the 
liissing of the first bullet which glances off^from 
one branch to another among the trees surround¬ 
ing his habitation, the lion rushes furiously out 
•of his den to explore the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood. ^ • 

The shouts, the slirieks, the threats of the Arabs 
reach his ear, and he pauses to listen, trembling 
Avith anger and impatience. A nervous movement, 
which runs through his entire bftdy, expresses 
what the noble animal experiences before the con¬ 


flict. He remembers that one day, at the same 
hour, his sleep was troubled by similar shouts, and 
that, too impatient to correct the insolence of those 
who had dared to attack his stronghold, he rushed 
forth, and met with a shower of bullets, which per¬ 
forated his body. 

So that, whatever provocation he may receive. 


he will restrain himself until the proper moment 
has^ arrived. He wafks in an agitated manner 
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round his lair, now pausing to listen, now raising 
liiinself up an his hin<^ legs against a tree, which 
*hfiBftntwines with his powerful paws, and mutilates 
with Jj^is teeth and claws, as if it \rere a living 
enemy. 

This is what is Koing on in the wood while the-® 
hunters, certain now that the lion will not come 
out, have ^^ened a council in order to decide whe¬ 
ther they shall attack or retreat. I must say at 
once that the party seldom breaks up without at 
least one attack being made, if only to avoid the 
raillery of the women, and to save the honour of 
the expedition, by having one of the party either 
killed or wounded, which is always sufficient to 
justify a retreat'. 

■ In councils of this kind the old men, as might 
be expected, are much more prudent than the 
young. 

I ren^embei- an incident, in illustration of this, 
which occurred in February, 1850, when I was 
invited by the Ouled-cessi to hunt two lions who 
had established thernselveis in their territory. 

Hearing they were about to hunt with a French¬ 
man who killed lions entirely by himself, all the 
members of the tribe had arrived, in accordance 
with the invitation addressed to them. 

The lions were concealed beneath a little cluster 
of trees, through which we, could see them from* 
time to time while the council was being held, ,, 
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Although I had resolved beforehand not to ac¬ 
cept the assistance of the Quled-cessi^n. the attack, 

I was very glad the council took place^ for tht^^sak« 
of witnessii% such a tiling, afid also be»ftuse I 
wished to show them what could^e effected by the 
will of a dog of a Christian. • ^ 

^ Before*sending them to the post of observation 
which I destined for them when I ^shed to be 
left alone, I allowed thef discussion to be opened, 
and the old men to commence speaking, as if I 
intended to act in concert wdth them. 

The discussion was long and very noisy. The 
old men wished me to go in front, at two or three 
paces before the main body, which was to be 
formed in one line, the men standing shoulder to 
shoulder together. The young men, indignant at 
this proposition, wished to go first, placing me 
between them and the old men, who would thus 
form a reserve in case of the lions taking a hole 
in the first rank. 

While the debate was for a moment interrupted 
by a laughable incident which diverted the at¬ 
tention' of the company from tlie lions, I remarked 
by my side an old man and his son—a youth of 
from fifteen to sixteen, who alone took no part in 
the mirth of the assembly. 

My son,^^ said the father, “ you know you are 
my only child, that I am getting old, and that if 
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apy misfortune happened to you I should die of 
grief.”. I 

I not a*man?” l*eplied the youth, 
you are a man/^ returned i:he parent, 
and I am proud that you are of my blood. But 
your brother also wus a man, and nevertheless he . 
was killed here last year in this very mountairf, 
and 1 was ^present, I his father, and could do 
nothing to save him. The lion is terrible, my 
child. When he charges he is terrible. The eye 
of man becomes troubled in looking at that of the 
lion, his hand trembles because his heart beats too 
fast, and even if the shot be well aimed, in spite of 
the agitation of the eye and the heart, it wounds, 
but docs not kill the animal, for it takes many 
balls to kill one lion?^' 

'^But, my dear father, if you did not wish me to 
burn a cartridge to-day, why did you consent to 
bring me to the assembly, from which I cannot 
retire at present.” 

'' I permitted you to come, first of all because I 
did not know that we should have two lions in¬ 
stead of one, which makes the day doubly dan¬ 
gerous, and also because you have long wanted to 
see the lion-killery and I knew that the tribe had 
taken up arms in order to meet him. Stop,” 
continued the old man, there he is close to you ; 
look at him now as much as you please, so that you 
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may be able to tell your mother and the people at 
the douar what he is like^ then, whfen yoi]whave 
seen him sufficiently we will go away.^^ At these* 
words '' we will go away,” the youth repliesib in a 
deliberate tone: “ You go away, father, if you 
■^like, but must stop; for i^ he saw me going 
away he would think 1 was afraid ; and I wish to 
show him that I am a child of the Ces^,” 

The father, seeing that the child’s resolution 
could not be shaken, tried other means. '^Corae,” 
said he, you have wished me for a long while to 
buy you that mare. Well, to-morrow T promise 
you shall have it.” 

• "What would be the^use of the mare to me,” 
replied the young man, haughtily* " if, as I went 
by on it people said, ^What a pity so fine an 
animal should be ridden by so timid a man ? ’ ” 

" Well,” added the old man, as a last resource, 
besides the mare you shall have the girl you are 
so fond of for a wife.” 

This temptation shook the young man^s deter¬ 
mination for an instant, but his hesitation was not 
long, and, drawing himself up with a grave and 
haughty air— 

"Father,” said he, "you know that in our 
country, and above all in our tribe, women despise 
a man who is only one in outward appearance. If 
I am of the tribe of the Ouled-cessi, and your son. 
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the woman I love, and who is to be my wife, 
must esteem him who h to be everything to her; 
she must be proud of hAn, This is all I can say, 
fatheir If you will not let me take part in the 
hunt to- day, if you force me to pass for a coward 
ill the eyes of evety one, not only will I refuse 
the mare and the girl, but I must quit your tent 
and go awfiL];’’ to hide my shame far from the eyes 
of my tribe.” 

Whether it proceed from the education of these 
serni-savages, or from the circumstances among 
which they live, I think the reader will agree with 
me that such courage on the part of a beardless 
young man is a fine trait, and that, when the hunt 
is a dangerous one, the company of such a person 
is not to be despised. 

I put an end to the scene by assuring the fa¬ 
ther that there would be no fatal termination to tli# 
dayj^and by cdinplimenting the son on his courage. 
Then 1 informed the assembly of the decision I had 
taken, and invited the young man to stand by me 
and hold my second carbine, by doing which he 
was sure to gain a certain amount of consideration. 
The Arabs had scarcely left the scene of discussion 
for the post of observation which I had assigned to 
them, when one of the two lions came out of the 
thicket and advanced towards me. The second 
one followed him at a distance of about fifty paces. 
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I was seated on a rock which commanded tliQ 
position, and which was ^cached a series of 
iedges. ^ • 

The Arab was by my sMe; I loaded my Delifeme* 
carbine and cocked it; I also cocked the other car¬ 
bine, and Jeft it in the hands the young mai^ 
telling him. not to give it to me until I had dis¬ 
charged both my barrels. 

The first lion, having leaped on to the lower 
ridge of the roeft, halted. I was about to press 
the trigger, when he turned towards his com¬ 
panion. 

This movement presented his right shoulder to 
«ue so completely that Ij[lid not hesitate. 

I fired, and he fell wiXh a roar; made an effort 
to rise, and again fell. He had both shoulders 
broken. 

The second lion was already at the foot of the 
rock, with his tail flying in the air.* He received 
the first shot a little at the back of the shoulder, at 
about ten yards distance from his companion; he 
fell, rose again, and with an immense bound 
reached the very rock where I was standing. 

To take the carbine from the hands of the Arab, 
aim at the lion’s temple, fire, and kill him at four 
yards distance was, thanks to St. Hubert, my 
patron saint, the work of less time than it takes me 
to describe it, 

V 

« • DoTisme U a celebrated Parisian gunsmith. 



62 C LION HUNTING. 

The coup-de-grace was given to the first animal^ 
and ^11 was Over. „ 

•a And now, without an'y further digression, let us 
go to the council, which we siipposed to be 
discussing as to how they should attack the lion in 
his lair. 

f 

After numerous words and gestures, which end in 
nothing, tl(,c old men are always influenced by the 
j^oung, and it is decided that tliey shall attack at 
once, and the best way they can. ’ 

Each man takes off his burnous, which he hangs 
up on a tree, and his shoes, if he happen to have 
any; and the entire band, clothed only in their 
shirts, which come down to their knees, enter the 
wood by an opening tbrQjugh which the lion ap¬ 
pears to have passed. 

It is essential to follow the foot-prints of the 
lion without losing sight of them for an instant, 
so a^to keep the animal always in front. 

As the thickness of the wood is such that two 
men cannot walk together through it, the head of 
the column is generally taken by some hair-brained 
young fellow w^ho finds himself for the first time 
at such an entertainment, and cannot be prevented 
from exposing himself. 

' Whenever they arrive at an open place in the 
wood, the hunters take advantage of it to re¬ 
assemble and form in a Ime, when^ they again 
challenge the lion to battle, heaping upon him all 
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the most offensive epithets of the Mussulmaj^ 
vocabulary. The noble aiymal, in orSer to llhve a 
more certain vengeance for these insults, goes far*^ 
ther back into the woo(f, and wsylts there ifiietly 
until the moment for action has arrived. 

^ jrhe pa^y continue their ralirch, led as before 
by the young man, who stops suddenly, and says to 
those who are following him, The liofti is not by 
himself, for here are the steps of another lion, 
who appears to me to be larger than the one we 
are following.'^ 

At the same time one of the outlookcrs advances, 
and decides that the tracks are the same, but that 
•the lion has left his usu^ habitation : that he has 
come to the point at which they are stopping, 
and has sought another resting place. In fact, 
there is a cross road, and it is difficult to know 
which way the animal has gone. One leads to 
the right, the other to the left, which one has he 
taken ? 

It is difficult to decide, for both paths are so 
newly trodden that the aliimal must have been at 
the junction the moment before the arrival of the 
hunters. 

The situation is a dangerous one, and the party 
go back to the open space in order to deliberate, 
while a few of them keep a vigilant watch. 

To begin with, the j)ld men suggest a retreat, 
pronaising to return the next day with some learned 
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some marabout,* who will conjure away the 
lion find free the coimtrjv from him. 

Others propose lighting a fire at the entrance 
of tfib'wood, in prder to collect reinforcements. 

However, the majority are in favour of the 
attack, and discuss the mode of making it. ire 
they all to follow the same track, or divide them¬ 
selves into two parties ? After having examined the 
different chances of success belonging to the two 
methods, tlie council adopts the latter, and they all 
rise to proceed to the formation of two bodies of 
attack. 

This operation is as curious as it is ill-conceived. 

Instead of dividing the attacking party into two 
equal bodies, and putting a certain number of 
vigorous and skilful men into each, as we should 
do, the Arabs divide themselves by douar, by tent, 
and by family, so that if there were thirty men 
present altogether in one gi’oup, there would be 
twenty guns, while the other would only have half 
the number, and yet the ten men, in spite of their 
inferiority in number, and'sometimes also in courage, 
might nevertheless be stronger than the twenty 
others, from being brothers, cousins, and near rela¬ 
tives, each one of whom could rely upon the other 
in the moment of danger. 

The two bands emee formed, proceed together to 

I, 

* A wife man, or magician. 
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the junction of the paths, each promising to come.> 
to tlie support of the othejp at the fifst shout, or 
the first shot. Each party follows the track of the* 
animal silently, stopping' every u^w and tliSi to 
consult and listen. 

proceeding some distaifbe, the right hancl 
come to a tree, the trunk of which lias been, as it 
were, ploughed up by the claws of the li^n. 

The whole party come at once to a halt, in order 
to communicate \nth one another, and perhaps also 
to give the left band time to attack the lion if they 
have met him, or to come back if they have lost the 
track. 

. Hut the left band continue their march bravely 
and Avithout the least hesitation; for at their head 
is a stranger who h^s just joined‘them—the cele¬ 
brated Abdallah, who has only heard of the hunt 
at the last moment—this giant, who is always fore¬ 
most in the attack; «eho, when a man has been 
thrown to the ground by the lion, is always on the 
spot to liberate him or avenge him ; he who, Avlien 
other men desert and a pjmie takes place, remains 
always at his post ; he, finally, who after having 
fired iill his shots and broken the blade of his 
yataghan on the head of a dying lion who was 
grasping a man in his clutches, has been seen to 
rush on the animal without the least hesitation, 
entwine him in his powerful arms, bite him, and 
aiio'^ himself to be lacerated and mutilated, until 
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«at last the animal received a bullet in the ear, be- 
twceli himself and the body of his friend. 

Since I am speaking of episodes in hunting, and 
am nifentioning ,a. man who can be taken as the 
inodel of the knight without fear, if not without 
reproach, the reader must allow me ta make him 
acquainted with an instance of pride on the part 
of Tiiy frieM, who was as poor as Job, but proud 
of his real worth—of what he had done and of what 
he felt himself capable of doing. 

It was in the month of May, 1852. The troops 
of the province of Constantine were engaged in 

an expedition, under the orders of General M- 

M-, when an insurrection broke out in several 

places. 

General A-was sent away from the main body 

with a few battalions, in order to stop the progress 
of the insurrection, and to chastise the rebellious 
tribes. I was attached to fliis general, in order, 
under his command, to look after the Arabs. 
After five days^ march wc arrived at the foot of a 
mountain in the district of the Haractah, which is 
called Sidi Beghis, and has the honour to be inha¬ 
bited by Abdallah, the charcoal man. 

As it was early, the general, who is one of the 
best and most ardent sportsmen of my acquaint¬ 
ance, expressed a desire to have a little shooting in 
the neighbourhood of the bi‘. ouac. I spoke to him 
of Abdallah, and asked whether he would like to 
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have him for a guide. Directly afterwards a man 
on horseback was sent to the j^ountain, ahd brought 
back Abdallah ^ully equipped. 

After the customary salutations, | asked hiilT if 
there were many hares in the neighbourhood. At 
tfris^uestioi* he looked at me wfth an air of asto- , 
nishmciit, and, turning his back to me, walked to¬ 
wards a group of Arabs, who were squat|jpg down 
near my tent. Ilc^soon returned, followed by one 
of them. 

Herc,^^ said he, pointing to the man, with a 
look of proud disdain, here is one of your hare 

’^'But yourself,^/ I said, somewhat annoyed at 
what he had just done, ^'•you belong to the same 
place, and must know where hares are to be found.'^ 

I dwell in lithe mountains, and the hare dwells 
in the plain,^' he replied abruptly and in the same 
tone. • * 

You know, then, that there are hares in the 
plain I added. 

All that I can tell you*is, that I only go down 
at niglit, either to see my mistress or to add an- 
othcr sheep to my flock ; and if I meet with any 
animals in my path, they arc certainly not hares/^ 

As I was anxious to introduce him to the gene¬ 
ral, that he might act ft his guide, I stopped this 
conversation at once, aiil took him into my tent. 

Oi!fee there, we began to talk of lions, and when 
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ibe appeared in a suitable state to listen to me, I 
told liim wliat I wisjied^liim to do. I must confess 
that he only consented with regret, and that, in 
order not to compromise his reputation, he ma¬ 
naged so well that the general, who was in the 
Jiahit of coming home with his bag fuy of ga^ipaC, 
returned that day with it empty. 

I have ;giot seen Abdallah since that time; but 
at the end of last July, in returning from an ex¬ 
cursion into the south, I stopped for a minute with 
the cheik of his section, and learned from him that 
in the course of the winter Abdallah had once 
more saved the life of one of the tribe, and had 
got the man off with the .loss of only one leg. 

But while we are speaking of him and his prowess, 
the leader of the band, whom we left marching 
resolutely along liie lions’ track, l^s arrived at 
its termination. 

A terrible roar proceeds from the wood at a few 
paces distance. 

On the grbund ! says a voice worthy of com¬ 
manding an army. On the ground, children of 
the Cessi! remember that you are men, and that 
I am with you.*^ 

Immediately the band crouch together on the 
ground, grouping themselves as well as they can 
around their leader, and Ti^^iiting with their guus 
to their shoulders until ike lion makes his way 
through the wood aud approaches them. 
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It is a solemn moment. The hunters are only 
separated from the lion hy^ interv^ of a 4ew 
paces, and yet they do not ^ee one another. 

The lion hal stooped doVn like a cat, in ord to 
take a better spring, and to be more secure from 

The men are sitting, lying, or kneeling down, so 
close together that they might all be cohered with 
one burnous. Suddenly on*e of the hunters makes 
a sign with his hand, which means, I see him.’^ 
His neighbour follows the direction of the hand, 
and repeats the signal. The whole painty press for¬ 
ward to see the lion, and to fire at him all at once. 

• Unhappily it is too late^ The lion, finding he is 
discovered, falls on the band, crunches the head 
of one, deprives another of his eye, lacerates the 
shoulder of a third, and disappears with a bound 
back into the wood, without giving time for a shot 
to be fired. • 

Then the most deafening cries are raised; such 
a hubbub is produced that nothing can be heard ; 
every one accuses his neighbour of being the cause 
of the catastrophe, and the unhappy wretch who 
has seen the lion first, if he has been neither killed 
nor wounded, is overwhelmed with abuse as if he 
had said to the lion, " Come on; this is just the 

time.'^ I 

In the meanwhile the fight body cannot, without 
disgrace, stop away any longer, and the men ac- 
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cordingly wend their way along towards the scene 
of the disaster. # . 

A survey is made of the state of affairs; the list 
is * one dead and two wounded.^^ 

It is too bad, and things cannot end thus. What, 
without having fii-ed a shot! They mi^st have Jh':ir 
revenge ! Where is he ? And so the excitement 
goes on^ increasing until the warnings of the old 
men arc no longer attended to. 

All very fine, my friends; you will not have to 
go far to find him, for he is coming back at full 
charge. 

You have shouted too loudly, you have affected 
his nerves; so much the worse for you: the day 
has begun in an unfortunate manner, and will end 
in a still more unfortunate manner yet. 

Indeed the lion, irritated at the noise, and ex- 
cjted by the blood wliich he has just shed, returns 
across the wood, roaring, breaking, upsetting every¬ 
thing in his way, and with uplifted head and open 
mouth falls upon the band, who this time arc not 
taken by surprise, and receive him with their shots 
fired point blank. 

The lion, riddled with balls, drops down in the 
middle of the party, and seizes with his mouth and 
claws everything within reach, biting and tearing 
away until he expires froip his previous wounds, or 
receives one more bullet coup~de~grace. 

After the death of the lion, the total amount of 
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casualties among the men is aseertained, and turns 
out to be “two killed aijd four wounded-^-t'^o 
dangerously/^ " ^ 

With us tlie day would be looked upon m an 
unfortunate one. We should thmk more of the 
iriyed and grounded than of the^lion; but with the 
Arabs it is different. Except the near relatives of 
the victims, no one pays any attention to them. 

After having dragged the wounded persons into 
a corner, and propped them up somewhere in the 
vicinity of the dead, one or two of the party are 
sent to the nearest douar in order to get mules to 
carry them home. Then knives are drawn, and the 
.Arabs commence skinning the animal, shouting 
during the entire operation, and narrating to one 
another a hundred times the adventures of the day. 

As soon as the operr-tion is concluded, and the 
mules have arrived, the hunters go down into the 
plain in the following order :—at the head walks 
the man wlio has given the lion the coup-de~ffruce, 
covered with the skin : next to him come the three 
mules. The first mule carries two of the wounded, 
who sit astride on the animal, one before the other; 
the second and third mules bear the two other 
wounded men, each of whom holds in his arms one 
of the victims, whom he carries before him astride 
like himself. ^ 

The body of the lioil divided into quarters, forms 
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the cent5,c of the cortege, and is carried on branches 
of tigpes, which are lopped off for the purpose. 

V. When they arrive at the spot at whicli they must 
sepjv -ate to gain their respective douats^ the hunters 
are received in'the midst of exclamations of joy 
and grief, by a crowd of men, women, and cl;iib 
dren, who have come towards them from all 
quarters. 

The m& mix with the band of hunters, and 
hear all the details of the affair;' the women weep 
or rejoice, according as those who are dear to them 
are dead, wounded, or safe and sound; the chil¬ 
dren, in spite of their terror, surround the man 
who is covered with'the skin, and who walks about 
on all fours ambng the assembled persons, uttering 
loud roars. Then when every one is hoarse from 
speaking, shouting, sobbing, or roaring, the party 
separates to begin again at the first opportunity. 

That is how lion hunting takes jjlace, or rather 
did take place, among the Ouled-meloul and the 
Ouled-cessi. 

Let me explain myself. 

Before the taking of Algiers—that is to say, at 
the period when what is now called French Africa 
was in the power of the Turks, the beys of Constan¬ 
tine used to exempt these two sections from taxa¬ 
tion, and from other dues much fell heavily on the 
rest of the tribes. f. 



LION HUNTING. 


73 


Besides this, they paid for the skins liberally, and » 
in proportion to the nilmbe^ of men ^crificed in 
obtaining th^m. These skins used to be sent to-^ 
the pachas of'Algiers, wht) forwarded them tc^lhe 
sultan. 

^Since we have occupied this country; the chiefs^ 
of these two sections have in vain called the atten¬ 
tion of the French authorities to the reasons which 
exempted them from imports : they have had to 
pay their rates aiuf taxes like the other tribes. 

Besides this, when either one of these sections 
has offered the representatives of government 
the skin of a lion which they have just killed, 
the administrators, seeinjj nothing but the mere 
skin, without reflecting w'hat it may have cost those 
who bring it, have given the ridiculous reward of 
fifty francs, as allowed by the state, telling the 
hunters to dispose as they thought best of their 
proffered gift. • 

Then the hunters, hurt at being treated as deal¬ 
ers in skins, and estimating their blood at a higher 
value, have left the skin at the place, have laid it 
down, without a word, without a gesture have gone 
back proudly to their tents, and stowed away their 
guns in their cases. 

It is only at rare intervals, and when they have 
personally much to suffer from the ravages of a lion 
among their flocks, tha| the Ouled-melonl and the 
Ouled-cessi now decide to attack one. 
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Several times during the last two or three years 
thfty have borne to feteh me from Constantine; and 
when they have not found me, have allowed their 
fidiwcs td be decimated dhring an entire month, ra¬ 
ther than take up arms. 

I neither approve nor blame the cop duct of fne 
French authorities towards these two sections; but 
I think I^may be permitted, in a book on lion hunt¬ 
ing, to point out to the sporting world, to whicli I 
address myself, the many points in the disposition 
of these men which are really deserving of sym¬ 
pathy. 

Let us now speak of the Chegatma—the tliird 
section—about whom th^ere is not much to say, al¬ 
though they formerly enjoyed the same privileges 
as the elder sections. 

The Chegatma form a little section which has 
detached itself from a Tunisian tribe of the same 
name. Th>5y arrived in their present district some 
forty years since, in the retinue of a bey of Tunis, 
who laid siege to Constantine. 

When the cheik of this section calls his men to 
arms, he can collect about a hundred guns. 

The ceremonies which precede the attack are the 
same with the* Chegatma as with the Ouled-cessi 
and the Ouled-meloul. ^The hunters are always 
called together by means Y ^ ^8 

always lighted by the me^ who have explored the 
wood. t 
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When the animal has been turned, the hunters* 
surround him prudently and without noise®and 
climb up the^ pines or oaks with which the thre^ 
mountains are covered. * ^ ^ 

Every one being at his post, shouts are raised on 
S!^ sides; §nd if the lion does ^ot show himself, 
few shots are fired. 

The animal, accustomed to deal wijh men and 
not with squirrel^ and thinking, from the cries he 
has heard on every side, that the Arabs are sepa¬ 
rated, quits his retreat, and, with his eye glancing 
around, his ear low and quivering, and his tail 
stretched out, walks softly in the direction of some 
liawler, whom he intendfi to separate from the rest 
of the party. • 

Suddenly he hears close to him the sound pro¬ 
duced by a gun which misses fire. Without taking 
another step he crouches down and sounds with 
his piercing eye every bush, every stone capable of 
concealing a man. 

At the same moment his sight is obscured by a 
cloud of smoke, his ears *are deafened by detona¬ 
tions and shouts in rapid succession ; his body qui¬ 
vers, leaps, and writhes like that of a serpent be¬ 
neath the bullets which pierce him. 

While he is lashing l";mself furiously against the 
trees of the wood, tk^ hunters, inspired by the 
safety of their positicli, overwhelm him with bul- 
letsii and abuse, until perceiving one of them, the 
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lion rushes against the tree which protects the man 
fronS his anger^ and is killed at its foot. 

Unless in the case—a very rare one—in which 
an imprudent hunter has chosen a position not 
sufficiently elevated, the Chegatma dispose of their 
lions in the inaurifer I have described., that isrto 
say, without the least difficulty. 

As is s^en from the above, this mode of attacking 
the lion is quite devoid of interest. Accordingly 
the Chegatma are far from enjoying the popularity 
and esteem which the Ouled-meloul and the Ouled- 
cessi have generally obtained. 
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CHAPTER IH. 

PANTHER HUNTING, 

The panther is found in* the three ^ovinces of 
French Africa, between the sea-coast and the ranges 
of hills, but nearer the former than the latter. 
There are two varieties of the panther, similar as 
to the hide, but differing as regards size. 

The larger kind is of ab^out the size of a two-year 
old lioness : the other ^ a third **smaller. This 
animal has all the habits and cunning of the cat. 
Its disposition differs essentially from that of the 
lion, to which, in the first instance, it appears to 
bear some resemblance. * 

While the lion provides itself at the expense of 
the inhabitants, the panther lives upon the animals 
which it hunts down. • 

The lion goes down into the plain and boldly 
seizes an ox or a horse for its supper. The panther 
is afraid of leaving the wood even during the night; 
and if it has been unabl^, to surprise either a wild 
boar, a jackal, or a har^/ it will put up with a par¬ 
tridge, or a rabbit. . 
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, The voice of the lion can only be compared to 
thunder; tbit of the panther resembles in a striking 
i.ianner the bray of tbe mule. 

'jfifTS reminds me of a hunting episode, which ena¬ 
bled me to study the cry of this animal, and com¬ 
pare it with that of^ther wild beastsi , 

It was the 16th of July, 1845. I had been sum¬ 
moned by the inhabitants of Mahouna (district of 
Ghelma) to free them from a family of lions, who 
had taken up their summer quarters with them, 
and were abusing the rights of hospitality. 

On my arrival in their district I received all the 
necessary information about their unwelcome 
guests, and ascertained that every night they came 
to quench their thirst in the waters of the Oued- 
Cherf. 

I repaired immediately to the banks of the river, 
where I found not only the footprints of the ani¬ 
mals on the sand, but also their place of egress and 
ingress from and to the wood. The family was a 
large one, consisting of a father, mother, and three 
children, who were nearly full grown. I was stand¬ 
ing near the brook, in the midst of a dozen Arabs 
who had accompanied me. The track of the lions 
was at a few steps distance. 

According to the nativ^es, the lion'€ lair was in 
an impenetrable stronghold a little to the side. 

Old Taieb, the chief of (:he tribe, came to me, 
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took me by the arm, and pointing to the foot 
prints on the sand, said, ^^They are tf)o many. 


Let ns go.^' 

At this period, I had already passed more 



a hundred nights alone and without^Ishelter in the 


op^n air ; at one time seated in a lavine frequented 
by lions; at another, beating through paths which 
were scarcety indicated in the thickness of the 
vTood. • ^ 


I had met troops ^f marauders and lions, and by 
the help of Heaven, and my patron, St. Hubert, I 
had always got off without injury. 

Experience, however, had taught me that two 
balls seldom sufficed to kill a full-grown lion, and 
whenever I commenced a campaign I*remembered, 
ill spite of myself, certain nights which had seemed 
inordinately long, either because I had been sur¬ 
prised by fear, which made my hand tremble when 
it should have been firm, or because an ill-timed 


storm had concealed all surrounding objects from 
my sight for entire hours, and this at the very 
moment when the roaring .of the lion was alter¬ 


nating with that of the thunder, and when the 
animal wasiiso close to me that I would have given 
half ray blood if the flashes had only lasted double 
the time, so as to enable me to take aim. 

The old cheik insisted^ ^t first on my returning 
to the douar, and when mt last he went away, I 
could not dissuade'him from leaving several men 
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with me, who, judging from their appearance, were 

huj: little Luxious to remain. 

Ecfore departing, he made me promise that 

di. 3ctly I had killed the lions I would light a large 

fire, which he at once set about preparing. I at 

once consented ^i 0 the wish of Taieb, and in an 

instant an enormous pile was raised, and so well 

prepared, that a single match was all that was 

necessary to set the whole in a blaze. While the 

servants of the cheik were arranging the wood with 

an ardour seldom seen among the Arabs, who are 

incarnations of idleness, the chief himself re- 

% 

mained near me, and said, If I were certain you 
would not laugh at me, I would give you a piece 
of advice.^^ The wor<Js of an old man,^^ I re¬ 
plied, are always worthy of respect. 

Well, listen, my child ; if the lions come to¬ 
night, t/ie lord with the large head (the Arabs 
bestow this< appellation on the full-grown lion) will 
come first. Do not mind the others; the cubs are 
already too big for the mother to occupy herself 
about them, and all of them rely on the father; 
accordingly, look after the lord with the large head. 
Remember that if your hour is come,^ou will be 
eaten by the others, but you will be killed by hii^/^ 
His men called to hii^ at this moment. 

Go forwards,” he crii*.'! to them. “ 1^11 follow 
you.” ti 

Then, after casting a scrutinising look^ around 
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as if he had a confidential communication to make 
to me, he leaned towards my ear^ and said td me 
in a low voice— 

He has robbed me of my bes^ mare, an^^ten 
oxen.'^ 

" V Who robbed you ? I said in the same tonet 
“ replied the cheik, pointing to the side of 
the mountain. 

I addend impatiently, what is the rob- 
ber^s name ? 

The lord with the large head/^ replied the cheik. 
These last #ords were uttered in so low a voice 
that I could only hear the last syllables; but I 
guessed the remainder, aftid could not help laugh¬ 
ing when I remembered which lion he had recom¬ 
mended to my care. • 

Some minutes after, the cheik had <tisappeared 
behind the wood, and I remained ^lonc on the 
banks of the Oued-Cherf, looking at the footprints 
of the five lions who had been there the night 
before, the pile prepared in honour of them, and the 
mysterious lair over which the shadows of night 
had thrown an impenetrable veil. I penetrated it, 
however, in ini agination, and counted the claws 
' and teeth of the lord with the large head, and 
the family under his pj‘/cectiou. 

This gorge of the !|fahouna, at the bottom of 

which I was standing, is the most picturesque, and 

« 

I. P 
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at the same time the most wild^ that can possibly 
be seen. 

Let the reader picture to himself two mountains 
qacli'terminating in a^poiu^t, their sides intersected 
with deep ravines, and covered with forests of cork 
trees, wild olive trees, and lentiscs. 

Between these two mountains flows the Oued- 
Cherf, whose bed, almost dry in summer, is literally 
covered wl^l^ the tracks'of animals of every kind, 
while in winter it is unfordablc, in consequence of 
the thousand torrents which pour into it. 

To see this gorge from afar, one^ould think it 
uninhabitable, or at least uninhabited. Several 
families, however, have been bold enough to esta¬ 
blish themselves in it at a ^ime when, to escape from 
the authorities and save thei^ lives and property, 
they were obliged to quit the plains for some safer 
retreat. 

In spite 01 the ravages committed by the lions 
among their flocks, these families have never 
thought of abandoning their quarters, and each of 
them, calculating annual expenses, puts down '' so 
much for the lion, so much for the government, 
and so much for ourselves.” 

The lion’s share is always ten times greater than 
that of government. ^ 

The roads of communication on the sides of the 
two mountains are so naribw^ and so bad that in 
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many places a man on foot can scarcely pass along 
them without running the risk of brealfing his Tieck. 

The same may be said of the,fords across 
Oued-Cherf and communicating from one lifoun- 
tain to the other. The ford by which the lions 
entered the river, and wHich I was about to 
guard, was, like the others, narrow and dangerous. 

At this point the Oued-Cherf forms an angle 
which bounds the view on all sides, so that the 
place in which I iound myself was like the end of a 
funnel, and so dark that neither sun nor moon— 
a second sun^o me—ever lightens it. Since that 
night I have passed many others in the open air, 
and in equally inhospitaJ)le places^, but none ever 
appeared to me so long. Seated near a laurel 
rose which overhung the ford, I sought with eyes 
and ears the fire of some tent, the barking of some 
dog in the mountain—something, in fact, that 
would tell me that I was not alone. 

But all around was dark and silent, and, as far 
as my eye could penetrate, there was no sign of 
man. 

I was alone with my gun. 

Meanwhile time wore on, and the moon, which 
I had not hoped to see, so bounded was my hori¬ 
zon, began to shed ar<|‘^''d ine a kind of half day¬ 
light, which I gladly wplcomcd. 

It was about eleven o^clock, and i was at last 
sattifig, quite astonished with myself for having 
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>vaited so long, wlien I fancied I heard steps in 
the direction of the wood. 

degrees the sound became more distinct; it 
proceeded, beyond doubt, from several large ani¬ 
mals. 

. In a few minute's I perceived several luminc'^s 
points, of a bright wavering red, advancing to¬ 
wards me. 

1 now recognized beyond doubt the family of 
lions, wlio were coming down the path towards the 
ford, which I commanded. 

Instead of five I could only discover three; and 
when they stopped at fifteen paces from the bank 
of the river, I saw that tl>e one in front, although 
of a size and appearance which were more than 
respectable, could not be the lord with the large 
head wliich had been described to me, and to 
which tjie cheik had so particularly directed my 
attention. 

There they were all three standing still, and 
watching me with looks of astonishment. Ac¬ 
cording to my plan of attack. I aimed at the shoul¬ 
der of the foremost and fired. 

A painful and terrible roar was the reply to my 
shot; and as soon as the smoke allowed me to see, 
I distinguished two lions *ralking back with slow 
steps to the wood, while tlajithird, whose shoulders 
were both broken, was coming towards me, drag<* 
ging himself along on his stomach. 
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I at once understood that the father and mother 
were not of the party, which I did ndl regrelf for a 
single instant. ^ 

Henceforth reassured as to the intentions of 
the two who had been driven back by the fall oi 
thjiir brother, I devoted all Ay attention to tl^p 
latter. 

I had just rammed down my charge, when, by 
an effort which caused him to utte^^a prolonged 
cry of pain, he brought himself to within three 
paces of where I was standing, exhibiting to me the 
whole range of his teeth. A second ball sent him, 
like the first, rolling in the bed of the stream. A 
third time he returned tP the cha^rge; and it was 
not until I had discharged a third bullet ])oint 
blank into his eye, that I stretched him lifeless be¬ 
fore me. 

I have said that at the first shot the lion uttered 
a roar of pain; at the same moment, and as if it 
had been a witness of what had taken place, a pan¬ 
ther began to howl with all its might on the left 
bank of the Oued-Cherf. * 

At the second shot, when the lion roared again, 
the same howl was repeated, and a similar one re¬ 
plied to it from a spot lower down the stream. 

In a word, during th^'nvhole period of the drama, 
three or four panther^y^^hose presence I had not 
suspected in these regions, and which I never met 
nor beard afterwards, joined in a satanic hubbub of 
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delight at the death of an enemy whom they held 
in tei ror. 

' i^he lion I had just killed was about three years 
old, latj muscular, and as fully armed^^ as one of 
the oldest. 

After having satisfied myself that he was wj»Jl 
worth all the powder which I had expended on him, 
and that the Arabs on seeing him would hail him 
with delight, I thought of the pile of wood, which 
I fired, and which soon lighted up the two slopes 
of the mountain. 

The echo of a distant report reached my ears. 
It was the signal of victory, which the cheik was 
transmitting to^ all the douars of the Mahouna, 
who replied to it one after the other. 

With the break of day more than two hundred 
Arabs, men, women, and children, arrived from all 
sides to contemplate and insult their common 
enemy at their ease. 

The cheik came, one of the first, with the infor¬ 
mation that while I was killing my lion, the lord 
toith the large head, accompanied by his better 
half, had carried away one of his oxen for their own 
private rejoicing. 

Although the death of this enemy of old Taieb 
is not immediately connUi^j>ed with the subject of 
this chapter, the reader ii^dl perhaps not be dis¬ 
pleased if I narrate Tiow the unwelcome visitor 
was at last put to death, to the great delight of 
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ttiUse who had so often entertained him in spite 
of themselves. 

* * 

From the period of which I have been speakiijg-^ 
up to the 13tfi of Augu^ of the following y^slr— 
to say nothing of his other misddtMs—the lion in 
q^?;pstion had robbed an inhabitant of tlie Mahouna, 
named Zakdar, of forty-five sheep, one mare, anS 
twenty-five oxen. 

At his request I went t6 his tent or^the evening 
of the 13th of August. I passed some days in 
beating about the environs, without, however, see* 
ing anything of the lion. On the evening of the 
26th Zakdar said to me— 

• The black bull is nyssing from the herd, ac¬ 
cordingly the lion must have returned. To-mdr- 
row I will look for tjie remains of the carcase, and 
if I find them, woe betide him 

On the following day the sun had scarcely risen 
when Zakdar had already returned frtim his vdyage 
of discovery. 

As I awoke I found him leaning over me, mo¬ 
tionless. His countenance was in a glow, his bur¬ 
nous full of dew, and his dogs, who were lying at 
his feet, covered with mud j for he had had a stormy 
night of it. ' I 

(ij^^od morning, b;‘cvther,^^ he said, as I awoke. < 
'' I have found him; ^yome on.^^ \ 

Without asking any questions I took my gun and 
followed him. 
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After crossing a large wood of wild olive trees, 
"wc descended into a ravine, in which the masses of 
rocks and the thickness of the jungle rendered walk- 
iifg ^^cry difficult. 

When we reached the middle of the thicket, 'vve 
found the bull. 

The breast and thighs had been dei^oured ; the 
remainder of the caroase was untouched, and the 
lion had tvvied it over in such a way, that the 
parts which he had been gnawing were all under¬ 
neath. 

T said to Zakdar, Bring me a galctte^ and some 
water, and let no one come here before to-morrow.’^ 

When he had brought me my meal, I installed 
myself at the 'ibot of a wild olive-tree at three 
paces from the bull. 

I cut down a few branches, so as to conceal my¬ 
self from behind, and waited. 

I waited a -long time. 

" At about eight in the evening the faint rays of 
the new moon, which was disappearing beneath 
the horizon, threw scarcely any light on the spot 
which I was occupying. 

Supporting myself against the trunk of the tree, 
unable to distinguish any of the objects by which 
I was surrounded, I had nothing to do but to listen. 

A branch cracked in th^distance, 1 rose and 


* A cake made of flour, water, and a little butter. 


o 
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took the most convenient position for attack : with* 
my elbow resting on my left knee, mf gnn al^my 
shoulder, and my finger on the trigger, I pausjod^' 
for an instant Vithout heffiing the least sound/ 

At length I heard a didl roar at thirty paces dis- 
tar?pe. It became more distinrt, and to the roar* 
succeeded a sort of guttural roll, wdxich is a sign 
that the lion is hungry. 

The animal was then silent, and I tifd not per¬ 
ceive him until his monstrous head was hanging 
over the shoulder of the bull. He began licking ‘ 
it, looking at the same time at me, when a slug of 
iron struck him at an inch from the left eye. 

• He roared, rose on hisjiind lcgs,^and received a 
second slug which streteked him on the ground. 
Struck by this second shot in the middle of the 
breast, he remained stretched on his back, shaking 
his enormous paws in the air. 

After having reloaded I approached him, and 
thinking him almost dead, aimed my dagger at his 
heart, but by an involuntary movement he warded 
off the blow, and the bladb of the weapon broke 
against the animal’s forc-leg. 

I jumped back, and as he raised his enormous 
head, gave him two other shots, which finished him. 

Thus perished the lor>^ with the large head. 

Now let us go back to the panther. 

I said at the commencement of the chapter, that 
this animal lived by what it hunted down itself. 
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Sometimes, however, it will kill a ealf or sheep who 
ha'^e ventured beyond the boundary of the wood, 
^when the panther is lying in ambush. 

^he Oulcd-Yagovibs and the Beni-Oujenahs of 
the Aures, hav’e told me that the panther, when it 
had killed a shesp in the neighbourhood, ^was 
accustomed to carry its remains to the most lofty 
and bushy tree in the wood, and to place them 
between branches to preserve them from the 
hyaenas, jackals, and other carnivorous animals. 

The panther inhabits the sides of rocks, in the 
clefts of which it can always find shelter, and 
the most thickly wooded ravines, where the steep¬ 
ness of the ascent renders them inaccessible to the 
lion, its formidable enemy. 

Tt carries on a sanguinary war against the por¬ 
cupines who inhabit the rocks in the neighbour¬ 
hood of its abode. 

Every oife knows, that, with the exception of 
the head, which is very small, the whole body of 
this animal is covered with long, sharp, and strong 
quills, which form a soi't of cuirass for its protec¬ 
tion. 

When it sees, or thinks it sees danger at hand, 
the quills become stiflp, the head disapjpears, and 
it becomes invulnerable.^ 

This natural defence does not protect it, how¬ 
ever, against the panther, whose patience and skill 
are such, that it waits for the animal during, whole 
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nights, drops upon it Jike a bullet, as it comes out , 
of its hiding place, and with one blo^ takes ^its 
head oft^ before the porcupine can even see it^ 
enemy. • • 

At the period when I comraencecT hunting wild 
6caj?l:s. not understanding the haWts of the panther, ^ 
^ used to treat it like the lion. 

I soon discovered that I was on a wrong system, 
find that if at night the lidti would if’Mt for his 
enemy, or even adv"ancc to meet him, the panther 
would run away. 

Amongr other instances I will cite the follow- 
ing:—During the summer of 1844, I learnt from 
the natives who inhabit, the neighbourhood of 
Nech-Meia, that a fern alt panther of the largest 
kind had established Jierscif in a ledge of rOcks 
known in the country as the Ajar-Mounchar. As 
I was with a detachment at a very short distance 
from the spot in question, I determinecl to pay her 
a visit at once. 

It was about five in the afternoon. Preceded 
by a man who knew the dbuntry, and who had 
offered to act as guide, I arrived at the foot of 
the rock at the very moment when the panther 
was returning to her den, carrying some small 
animal in her mouth. ^ 

I could have fired at a distance of a hundred 
yards, but I preferred letting the panther go quietly 
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back to lier den and waiting for her at cIorc quar¬ 
ters when*4she came out again. 

. After telling the Arab to come back at day- 
bTUak with my horsey which 1 ^had left at the 
douar, I sent'^him away, and walked softly towards 
the cavern into<^ which the panther had disap¬ 
peared. 

The entrancp was so narrow, that I could not 
understand how an animal almost as big as a lionet 
had been able to get through it. 

If the track which she had left on the soil, and 
against the rocks, had not convinced me that she 
was there, I should liavc thought I had made a 
mistake. • 

I 

A lentisc, which was at about ten yards distance 
to my right, and which commanded the rock, ap¬ 
peared a convenient post, and I accordingly passed 
the night leaning against it. 

I'placed ‘myself in such a manner that I should 
not be perceived by the animal until it had walked 
several steps from the entrance of tlic cave, and 
then waited my time. • 

About ten o^clock I heard very loud sneezing at 
some distance behind me, and on the other side of 
the tree. The moon had not yet risen; I feared a 
surprise, and could not^,resist the temptation of 
observing what was taking place so close to me. 

In turning round my gun rubbed against a 
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bough ; I heard a kind of hissing like that of a cat, 
then the noise as of some animal running aw^y, 
and when I hastily drew myself up I perceived the , 
panther going hftick to her retreat. 

I waited until morning, but the altimal did not 
dar(^,to come out. • 

When the Arab brought me my horse I went 
back to the camp, intending to return on the fol- 
Ibwing evening. • 

This second night, like the first, passed without 
any result. 

Two or three times the panther put her nose out 
of her cave, and then went back in a great fright 


directly she perceived she yas in any danger. 

In this manner I passed, ten consecutive nights. 


without being able to get a shot. 

On the elcventli day a shepherd came and told 


me that at about noon he had seen the panther 
drinking at a spring near the rock. * 

I went to reconnoitre the stream of which he 


spoke, and among numerous other tracks found 
that of the animal of whiclr I was in search, who 
appeared to come there every day at the period 
wiicn the great heat compelled the Arabs to retire 
with their flocks inside the dollars. This spring 
was covered by a thicl^ bush, in which I could 
])lace myself without being seen, and from which 
I could fire at the animal point blank. T accord¬ 
ingly concealed myself in the busli. 
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About noon a covey of red-legged partridges 
ca^e to sl^ke tlieir thirst. 

Just as the foremost were beginning to drink, 
tti«! cock or hen, I forget which ofv the two, called 
them away with much solicitude, and they all dis¬ 
appeared into the, wood. 

At the same time I heard a slight rustling in 
the branches, and the panther appeared, with her 
neck stretrhed out, and her paw in the air in the 
position of a dog pointing. - 

She was at about five or six steps from me, her 
side being fully exposed. 

1 took aim between the eye and the ear, without 
being perceived by her, and pressed the trigger. 

She fell as *if scruck ^by lightning, and without 
uttering a cry. 

_ I 

This poor animal was so thin, that I decided to 
open the body at once in order to ascertain the 
cause. 

She had not eaten from the day when she first 
perceived a man with a gun in the vicinity of her 
abode. 

Since that period I have looked upon the panther 
as patient, cunning, and, at the same time, in¬ 
offensive and timid. 

As its natural weapons are formidable, and its 
muscular strength is sufficient to enable it to 
straggle w ith advantage aganist a man, its cowardice 
can only be attributed to some defect in organisa- 
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tion natural to its species, and which gives it a 
great resemblance to those men who havtf the frame 
of Hercules, the strength of a dray horse, and the^. 
courage of a wdraan who fhints at the sight of* a 
chimney on fire. 

Vfith regard to this point the Arabs have rather 
a curious legend, which is worth the trouble of 
narrating. 

It was at the time when ahimals welb endowed 
with speech—that *is fo say, a very long time 
ago. 

A band of twenty lions, coming from the north, 
reached the confines of a forest, which was inha¬ 
bited by a large number,of panthers, who des¬ 
patched one of their representatives to parley with 
the hairy monarchs. , 

After numerous “ huts” and “ ifs” the envoy 
came back to tell the result of his mission, the 
substance of which was, that the lions found the 
forest would suit them, and intended to take posses¬ 
sion of it—the panthers being of course left at 
liberty to defend it or evachate it at once. The 
panthers felt insulted, and decided to fight and even 
to take the offensive. 

The tradition adds, that one single roar, uttered 
simultaneously by each .of the twenty lions, was 
sufficient to })iit the attacking party to flight, and 
that from that moment the panthei’ has climbed the 
trees like the cat^ or burrowed in the earth like the 
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fox, in order to avoid meeting with the monarch 
whom it ohce dared to provoke, and whose anger it 
■ much dreads. 

' The Arabs and Kaby tes do not suffer much from 
the vicinity dt the panther; accordingly they but 
rarely hunt it. When, however, tl^y are deter¬ 
mined to hunt it, they do so in a battue. 

Some of the party track it out, the others keep 
the ground'; and unless the animal take refuge in 
a cavern, it is sure to be killed. 

However, when it has been dangerously wounded 
and the sportsmen have to trace it by means of tlie 
blood, it is as well to be on one^s guard, as it will 
tlicn use its claws and teeth like all other animals 
of the same species. 

The natives have an ingenious mode of killing 
tlie panther without trouble or danger, aud it is 
by tjie means in question that nearly all the skins 
which are Ibrought into our markets have been 
obtained. 

Sometimes the person who wishes for the pan- 
therms skin throws a sheep across the animal^s path; 
sometimes he finds a boar ready killed, of which 
the panther has already eaten, and to which it is 
sure to return. In either case, when nothing re¬ 
mains of the carcase beyond a few scraps, which 
will about suffice for a final meal, he takes them 
all away, with the exception of a piece of flesh no 
larger tlian the fist. 
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This is attached as a bait to two or three strings. 
The strings are fastened.to the triggers of as pjany 
guns, which are aimed in the direction of the bait 
by means pf sticks, planted in the* ground and *co- 
vered, as well as the guns, with brnshwood. The 
preparations once made, the stations himself 
in the nighf outside his gonrhi or tent, to listen for 
the result. At daybreak, if he has heard his guns 
go off, he hurries to the spot, and hnde»the panthet 
lying dead close tcvthe^piece of nesh. 
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"CHAPTEB. TV. 

**THL’ HYvIJHA. 

On a fine morning in the month of August^ 1844^ 
I rode ont of the cam]) of Ghelraa and took my way 
towards the mountain of the Mahonna, where the 
' inhabitants had solicited my presence. 

After riding for about an hour, reflecting on the 
chances of the expedition on which I had started, 
I saw coming towards me, along the path by which 
I was proceeding,'an animal covered with hair, of 
repulsive physiognomy, and which appeared to be 
lame. • 

It jvas a hyaena, whicji had been surprised by 
the morning light, and which now was limping 
home as if ashamed of itself. 

I had left my gun in the hands of the Arab who 
had been appointed tc attend upon me, and who 
had loitered behind. 

Having no arm but my sabre, I drew it and ad¬ 
vanced to attack the beast. 

As soon as it saw me, it left the path and dis¬ 
appeared in the brushwood, which grew on eitlier 
side. 

I was soon able, if not to come up with it, at al\ 
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events to see it again and follow it to the foot of a 
rock, where it disappeared. 

Dismounting, and fastening my horse to a tree, 
I advanced towards the opening through which the 
hyaena had disappeared, and disco\*ercd with delict 
that it was an old quarry, sufficiently high and 
wide for Ae to follow the animal with ease. Two 
minutes afterwards we were opposite one another, 
and so close that I felt its teeth bitkig and pulling 
at the point of ray sa’bre; but I could see nothing, 
in consequence of the darkness of the cavern. • 

I knelt,down, closed ray eyes for a moment, and 
when I opened them was able to distinguish the 
•beast sufficiently to strike a blow at it. I had at 
first some .trouble in getting point of my sabre 
from between its teeth—the animal appearing very 
desirous of keeping it there altogether. When it 
let go, I plunged the blade up to the hilt in its 
breast, turning it round at the samfc time in order 
to increase the size of the wound. 

A kind of dull growl was the only reply; and 
when I drew the smoking weapon from its body 
the animal was dead. 

I was about to take it by the paw to drag it out 
of the cave, when I heard the sound of voices ap¬ 
proaching. It was my Arab, accompanied by some 
reapers, who had seen me attack the hyeena and 
dismount at the foot of the rock. 
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My guide, seeing that my sabre was red with the 
aninvirs blood, said to me, ^^Tliank heaven for 
having made me stop behind with your gghn! and 
never use your sabre again in action } fjbr it would 
betray you/' • 

As I appeared net to comprehend tfre meaning 
of his words, he added:— ^ 

The Arab who finds a hyaena in his hole takes 
a handful of ^iirt and presents it to hfm, saying, 
* Come and I will render you‘beautiful With henna/ 
Tlie hyajna holds out his paw, the Arab seizes it, 
drags him out, then gags him, and caujses him to 
be stoned by the women and cliildrcn ot the douar 
as a cowardly and unclean beast. 

Without putting a literal interpretation on the 
Arab's speech, I understood tljat I ha/d committed 
a fault which I must atone for by some brilliant 
action, in order to silence the evil tongues among 
the tribes. * 

The hysena remains during the day) sometimes in 
wood-grown ravines far from the doiiars, sometimes 
in earth-holes or in the clefts of rockb. 

At night it leaves its place of abode to roam 
about in the midst of the Arab cemeteries, which 
are never protected either by walls, ditches, or 
1: edges. 

It digs up the dead, and devours even their 
bones. AY hen driven by hutiger it conies to thq 
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very walls of camps and towns in order to look for 
some dead animal or for putrefying flesh of any 
kind. 

The dog IS the only animal which the hyaena 
dares to attack. 

We maj; add that the hyaena is but rarely seen 
alone. They generally go about in couples. When 
they feel inclined to eat a dog, they hang about 
some douar in the neighbourhood of which there 
happens to be good cover. The female stations 
herself behind some brushwood, and the male goes 
towards the dogs, who attack him, and follow 
him as far as the position of his consort. 

* The female comes out*at tljg fitting moment, to 
attack, throttle, and devdur on the spot the dog who 
ventures farthest in pursuit of her husband. 

It sometimes happens that the Arabs interfere 
with sticks, and beat to death these paters of dogs, 
who, however, do not give themselves up to the 
entertainment in question, unless they have been 
fasting for several days. 

I take advantage of this opportunity to correct 
an error which is very prevalent in Algeria on the 
subject of this animal. 

Often in the towns and camps, and oftener still 
in bivouacs, a hoarse cry is heard at night, re¬ 
sembling the bark of some large dog with a cold; 
upon which every one exclaims, “ Do you hear the 
hysena? ” This cry is peculiar to the jackal, who 
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utters it when he is alone and under circumstances 
wliich are explained in a succeeding chapter. 

As for the hysenaj it is prevented by fear from 
uttering cries; but it growls like a d6g on certain 
occasions, as, for instance, when gnawing at a car¬ 
case. 

Although hounds, when they once, get on the 
track of the hyaena, will follow it with as much fury 
SIS if it were a jackal, I must class this animal with 
those which deserve to be destroyed, but are not 
Worthy of being hunted. 

The Arabs say, "cs cotvardly as a hytena^* and 
the Arabs are right. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE WILD BOAR, 

The wild boar abounds in the three provinces of 
Algeria. ^ ^ 

There arc two kinds of wild boar : the boar of 
the woodj and the boar , of the marsh. The former 
is much larger and more dangerous than the latter. 

During the first years of the Erciich occupation, 
they were found by liundred^;ui«l the towns and 
camps. 

During the night* they laid waste the gardens 
which had been planted by the soldiers at the very 
foot of the fortifications, and beneath the very 
muskets of the sentries. 

This reminds me of ray first boar-hunt in Algeria, 
which afforded me more excitement than I had 
gone in search of. 

It was in the beginning of September, 1842, and 
the day after my arrival at Ghelma, where the 
newly-formed squadron of spahis to which I had 
just been appointed was stationed. 

At this period Ghelma was nothing but a camp, 
the neighbouring tribes were in a very imperfect 
state of submission, and ;the officer in command 
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had been obliged to take precautionary measures, 
by which it was forbidden to go beyond the out¬ 
posts on the north. 

As this side of the camp happened to be next 
to the wood, I managed to escape the vigilance of 
file outposts about an hour after my arrival, and 
discovered certain fields sown with beans, in which 
the wild boars used to regale themselves by night. 

When I returned to the camp I communicated 

1 

my discovery to a comrade named Rousselot, an 
\)ld wolf who feared nothing, and who had a passion 
for hunting, especially at night, and in the teeth 
of the Arabs. 

Rousselot hailed my proposition with delight, 
and took upon himself to discover some part of the 
ramparts which was less carefully guarded than 
the others, and from which we could descend with¬ 
out breaking any bones. 

Towards nfhe at night we made our way to what 
my friend termed the staircase,^^ accompanied by 
a third person whom we had taken into our confi¬ 
dence, and who was to occupy the attention of the 
sentinel while we effected our descent.- 

The scheme succeeded wonderfully; and without 
troubling ourselves as to how we were to get back, 
we reached the open country, loaded our fire-arms 
(the regulation musket and pistol), and arranged 
our other weapons, which consisted, on my compa¬ 
nion’s side,4)f his cavalry sabre and a small hatchet, 
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and on minpj of a bayonet, and a kind of knife 
which was sometliing between a dagger and 
ordinary hunting-knife. 

These preparations having been completed, wc 
hastened towards the wood. When we reached 
one of the fields which had been Jaid waste by tlie 
wild boars, ftie animals, sfirprised at our visit, 
made off from us as quickly*as possible. 

As they had never been hunted, we did not give 
up all hopes of seeing tliem again, and set about 
finding a spot to station ourselves at, fully resolved 
to remain out all night, in expectation of their 
return. 

The field was separated from the w’ood by a 
narrow path, which had bef:n nsS^e By the Arabs. 

I let Roussclot instal himself between two 
bushes, and stowed myself away, three hundred 
paces further on, in the centre of a fine lentisc, 
which stood between the path and the field. 

The air was calm, the sky serene, the moon 
magnificent. 

Just as I was cocking my gun and pistol, 1 
heard the trumpet in the camp sounding the order 
for putting all lights out. 

From this moment I counted the hours by the 
sentries^ challenges, which, in spite of the dis¬ 
tance, reached my ears plainly enough. 

It was about eleven clock, when I heard a con¬ 
siderable noise in the vrood on my left.^ At the 
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same moment I saw a whole litter of wild pigs, 
followed hy a fine sow, cross the path, and enter 
the bean field. 

As I had agreed with my compaSiion in conceal¬ 
ment not to fire without being sure of killing 
^ something, 1 wa&- afraid of risking a shot at forty 
paces, and accordingly waited. 

A short time afterwtirds the old boar made his 
appearance in the sdtne direction, walking pru¬ 
dently along, and sniffing and listening at eacli step. 

The animal had scarcely reached the edge of 
the path when it came to a stand-still, then turned 
round and retraced its ste\>s in terror. 

At the time the sow, fdWowed hy her 

litter, galloped^Bidlbk across the path, and dis¬ 
appeared within the wood. ^ 

I was endeavouring to accodnt for the terror 
which had been occasioned among these animals, 
when I fancied I heard voices on my right, on the 
opposite side to the position occupied by Bousselot. 

I then remembered what I had heard at the 
camp, viz. that marauding parties, belonging to 
the tribe of the Ouled-Dann, which had not yet 
submitted, came out every night, to the very foot 
of the ramparts, and fired at the sentinels. 

Now, if I was rightly informed, "wc were just in 
the path of these gentlemen, whose conversation 
was becoming more and more distinct. 

There was not a moment to lose^ and it was 
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already too late for me to join Roiisselotj without 
running the risk of being seen, which wolild have 
been the destruction of both of us, if, as I calcu¬ 
lated by the voices, our enemies were far more 
numerous than ourselves. 

Up to the present time I had had my back to 
the path. I lost no time in turning round so as 
to liave it in front of me. After cocking my pis¬ 
tol, drawing my kuife^from its scabbard, and 
placing both weapons in my belt, I waited, with 
my gun to my shoulder, for events to take their 
course. 

The foWowing was live plan of action 1 had de- 
cWoA upon. . 

As the path was too miiT 0 \OOT the Arabs to 
march more than one a-breast, and as their bur¬ 
nous even then would biush against my tree as 
they walked along, I determined, if there were 
only four or five of them, to stop tfie last, by 
pulling at the skirt of his garment, and, before he 
could understand what was detaining him, glide 
between him and those who ‘preceded him, and kill 
him with my bayonet, without allowing him to 
utter a cry. 

I intended to shoot a second, and perhaps a 
third, with the same shot, if they happened to be in 
a direct line, aftgr which the others, if any others 
remained, would be struck with consternation and 
panic, and would oifer no very terrible resistance. 
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If, on the other hand, their numbers were too 
great, I meant to let them pass on, unless they 
perceived me. In the latter case, I had made up 
ray mind to blow out the brains of ^the first one who 
discovered me, and then to spring upon the asto¬ 
nished party like a wild boar, striking on all sides, 
and killing as many as possible, until the arrival 
of the ''old wolf,” who was sure not to be long in 
reaching the spot, ahd taking his share in the 
action. 

I had just made my arrangements, when I per¬ 
ceived the Arab who was at the head of the file. 
He was a tall rascal, of the build of one of our 
cuirassiers, an|\£ndowcd with a physiognomy which 
inspired anythir^il'ut confidence. 

He was armed with a gun, which he carried on 
his shoulder, and a pistol, which the uplifted skirt 
of his burnous allowed me to sec in his belt. 

Behind ^lim came a file of comrades, which, as 
it approached, appeared to me exceedingly long. 

When the chief of the party reached the tree in 
which I was concealed,' he stopped to speak to his 
comrades, who were a little behind, and were 
coming along slowly, talking to one another. 

I understood that he wtis telling them to march 
more quickly, and I fancied that, as he spoke to 
them, he was looking at me. He was soon afterwards 
joined by the remainder of the party, who stopped, 
however, like himself, immediately before my tree. 
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and at so short a distance from me that I had only 

% 

to put my arm out in order to touch them. , 
T counted them. There were fifteen. It is 
superfluous to sg,y that I abandoned my plan of 
attaqii^ and only thought how I could best manage 
to get out of the difficulty. ^ 

Fortunately*for me, the one who appeared to 
command the marauders rc-commcnced the march, 
and was followed by all the otJiers. 

It will he understood •that the defile appeared 
rather long to me, and I confess that I felt a great 
weight off my mind when the last of them had 
passed. ^ 

In the meanwhile, my cqrarade was about to run 
the same risk, and I could dp na%i*ng^to warn him 
of his danger. 

In order to be ready to assist him, I left my 
hiding-place and followed the borders of the wood 
without losing sight of the Arabs, who, t® my great 
joy, passed Roussclot by without seeing him. 

Hardly had the last of the marauders passed tlic 
bush in which he was concealed, than the honest 
fellow rushed hastily from it in order to ascertain 
what had become of me. 

After I had taken him by the hand, and ex¬ 
plained to him in a few words what had taken 
place, w^e entered the wood to avoid a second 
meeting, and waited for daybreak to enable us to 
get back to the camp. 
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This expedition was not my last in search of 
wild boars; and in order that the reader may form 
some notion of the quantity of boars which were 
found at the period in the reighbourhood of 
Ghelma, I need only say that every day theHirabs 
brought numbers of them to the market^ where they 
were sold for the moderate sum of five or six 
francs, and, that for my own part, I killed sixty of 
them in less than sir months. 

Before the French occupation, the Arabs, to 
whom the flesh of the wild boar is forbidden meat, 
according to the precepts of the Koran, used to 
kill it for the sake of their crops. 

Some native chiefs alone used to hunt it, and 
hunt it to this cither in battues or with grey¬ 
hounds, for the sake of the sport, and the oppor¬ 
tunity which it affords them of exhibiting their 
skill in riding and shooting. 

In France the wild boars do not quit their 
hiding-places until night, and it must be very late 
indeed before they venture to leave their woods. 

This is not the case in Algeria, where every day, 
when I am in the mountains, I see either old boars 
by themselves or in an entire herd quit their hiding- 
place at sunset, to go and wallow in a pool at a 
short distance from my tent, and thus enable me 
to- be a witness of their pastimes. 

In winter, they care less about the water, and 
depend for their food almost entirely either oq 
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newly-sown fields, or on the site of a douar, 
which they rout up in the completest manner, jn 
order to get whatever grain the Arabs may happen 
to have left theje. 

Qlf course, then, it is very easy to kill the boar 
when the method in vogue amopg the natives is 
once known.*® 

All that is necessary is to walk without shoes 
and with the wind against y,ou, in the direction of 
the animal, profitiug ‘by the accidents of the 
ground and trees, which may enable you to ap¬ 
proach it without being seen—stopping when it 
appears to be listening—walking again, when it 
appears to be .busy with its snout. In this manner 
you will not be heard, ami approach within 
tliirty paces of a boar when it is alone. You will, 
however, find it more difi&cult when there are 
several of them together, because there is then 
. always one who listens in order to give the alarm 
at the slightest noise. 

The boars brought into our market are nearly 
all killed in the manner whieh I now recommend 
to European sportsmen, warning them at the same 
time to protect their feet with list, so as not to get 
them injured by the flints and brambles, over which 
die shoeless Arabs nevertheless pass as safely as 
over a grass-plot. 

The native chiefs who hunt the boar choose the 
summer season for k ntiug in the plains, and the 
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winter for hunting in the woods. The three pro¬ 
vinces of Algeria contain a large number of lakes 
and marshes covered with reeds, in the midbt of 
which lives the boar, in company" with the duck 
and snipe. When the water is at a low ebb, that 
is to say, from the month of June to that of Sep¬ 
tember, the boars take refuge oiJ some little 
islands, from which, however,, it is easy to drive 
them away by setting the island^ on fire. This 
mission is intrusted to m^n cm foot, while horse¬ 
men station themselves in the plain to attack the 
animals directly they are' driven out by tlic fire. 
This kind of sport has many attractions, and is 
sometimes atteijded with danger when the boar is 
strong and has fdimidable tusks. 

Not unfrequently when he is closely pressed he 
will attack and rip up the greyhounds who are 
rash enough to endeavour to stop him, or the 
horses whidh the unskilfulness of the riders suffers 
to stand in his way. I have assisted at boar-hunts 
when both Europeans and Arabs have taken part 
in them, and I noticed that the latter were always 
the more successful. This does not ‘arise from 
the fact of their being better shots than we are, 
for I am convinced they are nothing of the kind, 
but from our being obliged to pay some sort of 
attention to the horse, whereas the Arabs appear to 
be unaware of its existence, and aim and fire as if 
they were on foot. 
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I must acknowledge, however, that there are 
some of our African officers who have quite reached 
the level of the most skilful of the Arab horse¬ 
men. Among 4;hose whom I have the honour to 
know, and who are still in Algeria, I will mention 
Generals Mac Mahon,* Yusuf, ai^d D’Autemarre; 
Commandant Dubos of the Zouaves, Captains 
Borrel and Sompt of the Staff, and Captain Bon- 
nermain of the Constantine Spahis. I must add the 
name of Captain Mjjrguerite of the Algiers Spahis, 
with whom I have not the honour of being per¬ 
sonally acquainted, but whose reputation, both as a 
huntsman and sportsman, is well known to all his 
companions in St. Hubert throughout Algeria. If 
it were possible to ascertj^^ij thc^l^nimber of heads of 
game killed by tliese celebrities of the chase, we 
should obtain a total which would appear incredible, 
and I do not hesitate to affirm that the number of 
wild boars would amount to some tens of thousands. 

The spring season is equally advantageous for 
a hunt of another kind, and which, in my opinion, 
affords more amusement than the one I have just 
mentioned. 

At this period of the year the boars leave the 
wood rather early, and go to a considerable dis¬ 
tance in search of food and a spring, near which 
they will remain until dawn, 

* tVho subsequently commanded one of the assaulting colunAf 
at the taking of the Mulakotf.— Translator, 


H 
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The hunters, who know beforehand at what time 
thei^animal is expected to return, deploy as skir¬ 
mishers in the confines of tlie wood. As soon as 
one or more black points are peroeptible in the 
plain, every one is in movement, and each person 
manoeuvres so as in keep the game as far as pos¬ 
sible from the cover, and to prevent it breaking 
through the line formed by the hunters. 

Boars attacked in this way are almost always 
killed to the very last ; and hunts of this kind are 
• so very productive, that when it is intended to 
take away the carcases, it is always desirable to be 
followed by one or more conveyances. 

Of all the various modes of hunting the boaT*, 
this last one appeaH>^to ige the most agreeable for 
those who really enjoy the sport. In marsli- 
hunting, it is necessary to wait until the morning 
dew has evaporated, so that the rushes in the 
islands may at once take fire; and thus the hunters 
sufiFer a gi’eat deal from the heat of the day. 

It is a difficult matter to conduct a hunt in the 
wood, nor is it unattended with danger, both to 
horse and man, owing to the numerous falls which 
take place in going among brambles, underwood, 
and through all sorts of obstacles, which cannot be 
overcome even by the best riders on the best 
steeds. 

I also prefer the kind of hunt which I have 
already praised, on account of the time selected 
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for commencing it, viz. the approach of night, 
so favourite an hour with all sportsmen; the 
fine run which can be had in those open and 
almost interrmnablc plains, where"not a single in- 
(liclent in the chase escapes the hunter’s eye; and, 
finally, on account of the uue»pectcd adventures^ 
which are frequently associated with it, and which 
present themselves in the shape of a hyaena, or 
a flock of jackals, who have been delayed on some 
marauding expedition,*and at last surprised by day¬ 
light. 

I have assisted several times at a hunt with 
greyhounds, which the Arabs always commence at 
night by the light of the moon,. ,^At the period 
when the harvests are beiag aHacked by the boars, 
as many persons as pQssible are collected together, 
and the hunters mount their horses, so as to arrive 
about midnight in the middle of the plain which 
will be already occupied by the animals. 

The hunters advance in a single line, and soon 
discover the wild boars making off as fast as 
possible. The alarm is gtven; and all the party 
start after the boars, with shrieks and cries which 
would be enough to terrify men. 

In these hunts I have noticed that the old 
boars always protect the sows, the young pigs, and 
generally those animals which are less capable of 
defending themselves. 

1 have seen some of them turn round and make 
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head against the greyhounds, while their compa¬ 
nions continued to run. Directly an animal 
stands at bay, the hunters surround it, and eacli 
one overwhelms it with shouts and «hots, without 
paying the least attention to either dogs, horses, 
or men. Accordingly, when at last the boar is 
brought down never more to rise, he has oi'ten the 
satisfaction of knowing that at all events he does 
not die alone. * 
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‘Vhe jackal and the pox. 


THE JACKAL. 

^ • • 

The jackal, like the hyaena, belongs rather to the 
omnivorous than to the carnivorous species, with * 
which it is generally classed. It lives at the expense 
of the gardener, whose fruits and vegetables it fre¬ 
quently devours, and alsc^at thalnf the shepherd, 
on whose flocks it levies larger contributions than 
any other animal, with the exception of the lion. 

On its days of ill luck it falls back on roots, worms, 
and the soil, or routs among the rubbish and offa 
which it finds inside the towns and villages. The 
Arab, says as cunning as a jackal?^ Indeed, this 
creature, which is half way between the wolf and 
the fox, is, like both those animals, a cunning beast. 
It passes whole days concealed behind a bush in 
the neighbourhood, to wait for a covey of part¬ 
ridges. It takes advantage of the. moment when 
the dogs of the douar have fallen asleep, fatigued 
with watching and, howling throughout the night, 
to pass by them and enter a tent, where it takes 
a lamb or a fowl. 
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In the mountains it follows the flocks of sheep, 

aud commits considerable havoc among them. 

At niglit, it hunts the hares and rabbits, in which 

case other jackals station themselves in various 

parts of the wood, while the principal one follows 

• 

the track of the game, uttering loud cries all the 
while. 

Not satisfied with the profits of its own private 

sport the jackal, which infests Algeria, particularly 

■ 

in the province of Constantine, has associated itself 
with^the hysena, with the marauders, and with the 
lions. We need hardly say that the two latter 
classes do not derive much advantage from the co¬ 
operation of th^ jackal, which, when it attaches 
itself to the lions or marauders, leads the life of a 
Sybarite. 

This happens as follows. 

Wherever there are Arabs, there are marauders. 
These nfarauders are young men who have good 
eyes and strong hearts, and who start oft' in the 
darkest nights, in parties sometimes of four, and 
sometimes of ten, to steal an ox or & sheep from 
the herds of their neighbours, which they call 
taking a night's walk.'’ 

One day, the jackal happening to meet a band of 
these individuals bringing back their sheep and 
oxen, must have determined to follow them. 

In a little while, the leader of the marauding 
^arty no doubt remarked that he had not dined in 
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a satisfactory manner^ and that a sheep more or less^ 
was not a great affair, considering it cost nothing. 

The others were of their leader^s opinion, and in 
a few secondar the animal was slaughtered, skinned, 
and spitted before a burning tree, which was cut 
down for the occasion, and whkh would hafe been 
large enough to roast an ox. 

The jackal was of course delighted with these pre¬ 
parations, reflecting at the same time, however, that 
ill spite of this tretnendous fire—of this /cm d^enfer 
—the sheep would take d long while to cook, and. 
that, for liis part, he would be quite contented 
with the inside and a few rejected scraps in their 
natural state, if he might only be allowed to take 
them. . 

As no one was paying the least attention to 
him, he determined to make the suggestion, but a 
shower of stones gave him to understand that he 
was not invited to the party, and that he had 
better keep his distance. 

After the band of adventurers had feasted 
and disappeared with their booty, the jackal left 
his post of observation, and found some very palat¬ 
able remains, and in sufficient quantity for himselt 
and a few of his companions, who happened to be 
in the neiglibourhood, and who came at once in 
obedience to his call. 

These gentlemen were so pleased with this un¬ 
expected piece of good luck, that from that day the 
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marauders always find themselves followed by 
jamais, who never lose sight of them, and who 
from time to time utter a particular cry (resem¬ 
bling a dry, hoarse bark), in order that their com¬ 
panions may keep on the look-out, and arrive at 
the pwper moraei^t. 

It is with a similar motive that tht jackal fol¬ 
lows the lion and hyaena, when it makes the same 
noise as in the other case. Hence the error so widely 
spread on the subject of the jaekaVs cry, which is 
generally attributed to the hyrnna. 

As the Arabs generally object to travelling at 
night, above all on foot, and as the jackal, when it 
meets one or more men, always takes them for 
marauders, it his her a fate to be followed for 
a whole night by one of thcvsc animals, walking 
when I walked, stopping when I stopped, and 
uttering the cry of which I have spoken above, 
sometimes within twenty paces of me. 

In the regions frequented by the lion, the Arabs 
call the jackal haou^gliy and on hearing its cry 
light fires and discharge guns, in order to induce 
the lions or marauders to leave their flocks for 
those of their neighbours. The baou^gh is of 
great service to me when I am hunting a lion 
which docs not roar. Thanks to it, I have often 
been able to follow the progress of the lion during 
an entire night, without quitting the hill or 
mountain-top from which I overlooked the country. 
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I have been able to find out which douars he in¬ 
tended to attack, which ones he was in the liabifc^f 
pillaging, and in what direction he returned to his 
lair in the morning. 

In the plains and open country, the jackal re¬ 
mains concealed during the day in the clefts of 

# _ ^ 

rocks, or in earth holes. Wherever there is wood, 

or even jungle, the jackal remains in the open air. 

The Arabs hunt the jackal with dogs in the 
evening, when it cofnes* out early; in the morning, 
when it is going home; and during the day, by 
getting on its track, driving it from one wood 
to another, and letting the dogs loose just as it 
issues. 

Although the jackal is not Very this kind 
of hunt is interesting enough, as the animal de¬ 
fends itself with courage, and many grcyliounds 
fear it quite as mucli as the wild boar. 

I should advise Europeans who have two or 
three leashes of hounds, and who hunt for the sake 
of hunting, to ijut them on the track of the jackal, 
which they will follow in preference to any other 
animal. The hunt is all the more agreeable, from 
the fact that the animal makes grc;at exertions, that 
the dogs are never at fault, and that a run of two 
or three hours always takes place before the animal 
gives in. It is important before beginning the 
hunt to stop up the earth holes, as is done in 
France before commencing a fox-hunt. 
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<r THE FOX. 

The African is about half the size of the Euroi>eaii 
fox. It lives in the open plains. Where it burrows 
vast, deep holes in the banks of the rivers, and in 
the silos which have been abandoned by the Arabs. 

This animal is not so destructive as with us, 
scarcely even daring to steal a fowl at long in¬ 
tervals. It lives altogether by what it hunts down, 
that is to say, small birds, lizafds, and serpents. 

The Arabs hunt it with greyhounds in the 
morning, when it has remained beyond its time 
in the plains. The sport is without interest, and 
T am of opiniqp, that Europeans wlio are fond'of 
hunting with ferret's] should use terriers instead of 
greyhounds—the terrier fulfilling the same office 
for the fox which is performed by the ferret towards 
the rabbit in France. 
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THE STAG/THE ANTELOPE, AND THE GAZELLE. 


THE STAG, 

The stag of Africa is rather smaller than that of 
France. Its skin is more tawny and more rough. 
As far as Algeria is concerned, it is only found in 
the province of Constantine, and in those districts 
to" the east of the prqvinge, naraciy. Bone, Calle,* 
and Tebessa. • * 

In the first of these.the stags inhabit the moun¬ 
tains of Beni-Salah and the Ouled-Bechiah, which 
are covered with magnificent forests of green oaks 
and cork trees. In the second, they are found on 
the borders of the lakes near the sea-shore. In the 
third, the stags have fixed their place of abode in a 
fine forest, called by the Arabs Ghib-Choueni (the 
robbers^ wood), which is situate in a hollow be¬ 
tween three mountains which form a triangle, and ^ 
which are known as Ouenza (in the east), (Bou- 
Kradera (in the south), and Guelb (in the west).“ 
I have had some very good coursing in this 
forest, although there arc ho regular paths through 
it. I used to accompany the Mahatlahs and the 
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Ouled-Sidi-Abed, when our grejrliounds used to 
f?-ce the stag, or rather keep it at bay, until wc 
arrived to offer him a bullet, 

I am of opinion that, with a few good dogs, 
the stag might be hunted here as we hunt it in 
France. In sowie of the woods, however, tliis 
would be impracticable, owing to the uneven 
nature of the ground, and the extent to which it 
is covered. ** 

In woods of the latter description, the natives 
manage to kill deer at certain seasons, by con¬ 
cealing themselves behind trees or in bruslnvood, 
and thus approaching them gradually and caii- 
*tiously. Durnjg the fine weather, they lie in am¬ 
bush for them at night, as they proceed to the fields 
which have juSt been sown with wheat or barley. 

I know one Arab living at Borg-Ali-Bey, on 
the road leading from Bone to Calle, who has 
killed more than a hundred stags in this manner. 

I mention him as a good guide for the sports¬ 
man whose taste happens to lead him into those 
regioijs. 


THE ANTELOPE. 

The antelope, called by the Arabs bagar-ouereh, 
or fechtal, according to the district, is of nomad 
habits, like the tribes of the South, which it fol¬ 
lows in their peregrinations. 
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In spring, snrymer, and antumn, it is found on 
the high flat ground which joins the Sapaia in th^ 
north. 

Directly cold* weather sets in it comes down 
ito the sandy plains. 

These animals move about in •flocks of several 
hundreds, ana always keep together in a country 
M ithout cover. Their swiftness and wind are so 
great that no greyhounds <sin ever reach them, 
nor can they be fotced by means of the most 
vigorous and rapid horses. 

When they perceive a small body of horsemen, 
instead of taking to flight, they come towards them, 
and, preceded by a male, who appears to be the 
h)ader of the herd, pass kpfofe them at a trot, 
sometiraes at only thi^;ty or forty yards distance 
from the party. 

There is never an opportunity of having more 
than one shot at them as they pass along, for, at 
the first discharge, the herd make off with a rapi¬ 
dity which, as I have said, defies that of the best 
grcyliounds. • 

When the Arabs wish to hunt the antelope they 
collect the greatest possible number of horsemen. 
The majority of the party dismount when they 
arrive at a turn in the ground which is favourable 
to their concealment, while a few outlookcrs go 
forward to reconnoitre the herd. 

If they report that the herd is numerous, the 
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hunters form themselves into two parties. The 
tiAst of these conceal themselves near the spot 
which is known to be the aniraaFs place of retreat. 

The hunters forming the other party execute a 
ietouTi attack the antelopes, approaching them 
first of all at a walk, then at t trot, and finally 
charging them at full speed. It seliiom happens 
that a single antelope is killed before the herd 
reach the vicinity of their customary place of re¬ 
treat, when the other party of hunters rush upon 
them, and generally kill a few of the animals, who, 
of course, lose no time in making off in another 
direction. 

Until surprised by the second party of hunters, 
the antelopes retreefl. in excellent order, the female 
antelopes and fawns going first, while the rear is 
guarded by the males, who, when necessary, will 
urge on the others with the points of their horns. 

Sometimes, when the herd is small, the hunters 
manoeuvre so as to inclose it completely in a vast 
circle, which they gradually diminish. 

When this movement is executed with a shffi- 
cient number of swift horses, the herd becomes 
inclosed as if in a park, and so terrified that it 
rushes about and turns round and round in the 
middle of the circle, without even trying to escape 
through the intervals which separate the hunters. 

This, however, is no longer spoit, but mere 
butchery. 
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As a general rule, the hunters^ too eager to get 
near the antelc!|)es, do not take the necessary pr«^ 
cautions in doing so, and the animals profit by this 
to make their q^cape. 

This sport is agreeable, not only for those ^vho 
take part in it, but also for the lo(^kers on. In order 
to be an adept at it, a man must be accustomed to 
handle his gun on horseback, and prepared to un^ 
dergo all the fatigue involved by the hunt, 'which 
sometimes lasts an entire day, to say nothing of 
the ride home, which may take up half the night. 


THE GAZlteLLE. 

There are two kinds of gazelles in Algeria—that 
of the Sahara, which inhabits the sandy regions; 
and that of the Tell, which is found on the high 
flat ground, and in the mountains which bound the 
desert on the north. 

I 

The first species, although, much smaller and of 
a more tawny hue, is of nomad habits, like the 
antelope—that is to say, it changes its quarters 
according to the season. 

The second generally keeps within a radius of 
two or three miles from its habitual dwelling-place. 

I have known several herds of gazelles, which had 
established themselves in different mountains si- 
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tuate to the south and east of Constantine, and 
\?hich I always saw there during a period of five or 
six years. 

I have noticed a peculiarity in tha gazelle of the 
north, which not only distinguishes it from other 
ruminating auimaJs^ but also from all other qua¬ 
drupeds living in a wild state. ^ 

Every one knows that wild beasts, and almost all 
animals living in a natiiral condition, turn day 
into night, and vice vemi. ' 

The gazelle forms an exception to this rule— 
going to rest at evening with the sun, and rising 
with it at break of day to go in quest of food. 

I will state how I became acquainted with this 
peculiarity of the gazelle, which, in my opinion, 
proves it to be the most timid of all the animal 
creation. 

Whilst crossing a mountain, known in Constan¬ 
tine as the Zesazer, I found on a culminating point, 
entirely without cover, the habitations'of a number 
of gazelles. 

As they appeared to have been occupied for a 
long time, and only just 4<5serted, I came to the 
conclusion that the ladies had been disturbed by 
some noise or by the appearance of a wild beast. 
Finding a rock in the neighbourhood which com¬ 
manded all the.adjacent country, I installed myself 
in one of its clefts, in order to pass the night there, 
and watch for a iioi'., of which I had heard. 
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Ir the evening, when the sun was about to 
apperr from the horizon, I perceived a party of ga¬ 
zelles walking along in single file, and taking the 
direction of the colony I had noticed. 

There were six of them, with the male at their 
liead. The sultan of this little aeraglio arrived at 
the place ot abode, scratched the ground two or 
three times, then went on his knees and laid down 
to sleep. A moment afterwards all the party were 
jying down around Hie head of the family. 

I watched them until night, and found that they 
remained in the same quarters ; and when the early 
dawn enabled me to see them again, they were still 
there. 

It was not until I got up to return to my tent 
that the male struck the ground with his hoof as a 
signal for them all to rise, and that the gazelles 
left their resting-places, stretching themselves out 
like lazy girls who had been awoke too early. 

Not wishing to di^tui’b these poor creatures, I 
went away in an opposite direction, and could see 
them for some distance reUiaining motionless in 
the same place. 

This scene—and*^I afterwards witnessed similar 
ones—made me certain that the gazelle slept at 
night, so as not to meet any dangerous animals in 
its path; and what proves to me that no other 
reason can be assigned for this habit is, that its 
resting-places, instead of being under cover like 

I. » I 
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* ^Jiose of ottfer animals, are always ^und either ou 
a flat at the top of a mountain, or on some slopo 
which is entirely without cover, thus leaving no 
opportunity for a surprise. ® 

Without affirming the same thing positively as 
. regards the gazelle of the desert, I am of opinion 
that it takes the same precautions; for at the com¬ 


mencement of the siege of Zateha, in 1849, I have 
seen them come every’ morning at daybreak,, and 
every evening a little before sunset, to drink from 
a spring which was guarded by one of our outposts. 
The noise of the cannon and musketry at last drove 
them away to seek a more peaceful spot. 

The gazelle and the Ijon form two extremes, mo¬ 
rally and physically. 

The gazelle is as timid as the lion is bold. Her 
beauty lies in her grace and elegance, in the 
delicacy of her form, and the gentleness of her 
look; while his consists in his regal prestige, m 
the powerful proportions of his body, which is full 
of strength and activity, and in the calm pride ot 
his gaze, which inspires respect, and -at the same 
time exercises a magnetic attraction. 

If the human species had not degenerated, the 


woman might bo compared to the gazelle, and the 
^ ^ man to the lion; but if there are still some women 
deserve the comparison—and there are—the 
^^^^mest man of the age would seem very ugly if 
compared with the king of beasts. The Arabs ren- 
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der justice to l^ie personal attractions of the gazeJl^^ 
and, above all, to the beauty of her eyes, which, 
however, does not prevent them from waging a war 
of extermination against her. 

In the south the gazelle is hunted like the ante¬ 
lope, and with greyhounds, • 

Unless a herd be hemmed in by a large party ot 
hunters and become terrified, the females and young 
gazelles alone fall into thefr power; the males al¬ 
ways get away; for* their speed and wind are supe¬ 
rior to those of the best greyhounds. 

In the Tell the Arabs get up battues for them, 
in which the great point is to drive, the gazelles 
ftOm one mountain to anc^her. 

The approaches are occupied by men who are 
Concealed behind trees or rocks, and who keep the 
hounds in the leashes until the herd passes close by 
them; they then loose the dogs without making 
the least noise, so that often many of the gazelles 
are overcome by fear or taken by surprise, without 
any run at all taking place. 

The dung of the gazelle* dried in the sun and 
reduced to powder, gives a very agreeable taste and 
odour to the tobacco smoked in Algeria. This, in 
my opinion, is the most useful point to be found in 
connection with the animal, which is moreover so 
pretty and so interesting that no one should wish to 
see it dead when it might have been alive. 
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THE PORCUPINE AND VARIOUS CAME. 

THE PORCUPINE. 

There are several clubs or associations of sportsmen 
‘ who devote themselves to the destruction of the 
porcupine, and who arc called hatcheiclieia^ from 
smoking hatchich instead of tobacco. The mem¬ 
bers of these clubs are of Kabyle origin. 

As hatcheichia, that is to say, men who deprive 
themselves of their reason by smoking, they have 
gained the contempt of all the natives. In order 
to console themselves for this universal reputation, 
they meet every evening to smoke to the sound of 
the tam-tam, and cry out like wild beasts, until 
they at last fall beneath the influence of sleep and 
hatchich combined. 

. There exists so much rivalry between these clubs, 
that before the taking of Constantine and the fSte 
of the Spnng, the smokers of the El-Kantara and 
ihose of the Jebia-gate indulged in the most san¬ 
guinary battles, the common weapon of offence and 
defence being the club. 

The French authorities put a stop to these riots 
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in the middle df the town, but the gentlemen ma]^' 
up for it when they meet on the theatre of their 
hunting exploits. 

The hatcheicheia have a passion for hunting the 
j)orcupine, which it is difficult to understand when 
all the obst^<cles which they are obliged to over- ' 
come in order to take one of the animals, are un¬ 
known. 

I will explain the^matter as clearly as I can. 

The porcupine has the manners and habits of the 
badger, from which he only differs as regards the 
cuirass with which nature has endowed him as a 
protection against the jackals, who often inhabit 
the same ground. He burrows his hole to a great 
depth, and always at the foot of a rock. 

In the environs of "Bougie and Ghelma I took 
fabulous numbers of them with small lassos. It is 
probable that they existed formerly in the neigli- 
bonrhood of Constantine, which is rocky and full 
of burrows; but the hatcheicheia must have exter¬ 
minate them, as there are^iioiie to be found there 
at present. 

The porcupine-hunters generally commence their 
campaign at the close of winter. As they are 
obliged to walk for several days before beginning^ 
their hunt, as they stop out every time for about a 
month, and as they know by experience that their 
habits are not considered to entitle them to the 



134 


THE FOBCHPINE. 


•Iiospitality of the Arabs, they maket,their prepara¬ 
tions in consequence. 

On the evening of the day fixed for their de¬ 
parture they meet together at the club and enjoy 
themselves until the gates of the town are opened. 
Those who are not fortunate enough to form part 
of the expedition conduct their companions part of 
the way, embrace them, and bid them adieu as if 
they were never to see them again. 

The hunters, to the number,'’generally speaking, 
of eight or ten, promise to do all sorts of wonders 
for the honour of their club, and start off, preceded 
by one or two donkeys, who carry their tools and 
nrovisions, and followed by a few dogs in couples, 
rho are usually afflicted with the mange. Each 
of them is armed with a stick five feet long, at the 
end of which is fastened a small piece of iron like 
the point ^of a lance, with teeth like those of a saw. 

This is the instniment for piercing the enemy 
and drawing him out of his hole. Iron hammers, 
of all sorts of forms and dimensions, ado'y the 
waistbands of the most robust, whose mission is 
to enlarge the burrows sufficiently to admit a child 
of from ten to twelve years of age, the smallest, 
thinnest, lankiest child in creation, who if he only 
‘%^ent on his hands and feet would resemble a 
weasel. 

This abortion is covered from head to feet with 
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a garment or skin, which gives him somewhat the 
appearance of^a spider, and which is his cuira.X. 
He nevertheless is the hero, the Hercules of the 
band, for he it is who always attacks the animal. 

After walking for several days across the moun¬ 
tains and plains, sleeping in the^pen air under the 
protection the douars, who will scarcely allow 
them to come within gunshot, they arrive at a 
burrow with which they .are acquainted, or of 
which they have been told. 

The porcupine has dropped a few quills, which, 
denote his presence in the vicinity. They find nu¬ 
merous and recent tracks which indicate the places 
at which he comes out and goes in. There can be 
no longer any doubt. Tpe Ifurrow is inhabited. 

The dogs as soon as they are let loose disappear 
in the mouths of the holes, and directly their voices 
are heard the hunters reply by a joyful hurrah, and 
arrange their instruments^o lay siege to the place. 

When everything is ready for opening the trench, 
the biped who performs the functions of w^easel is 
called for, being wanted to reconnoitre the porcu¬ 
pine, but in vain. lie,and his lance have disap¬ 
peared. He is addressed by the most affectionate 
names, but the surrounding echoes give no tidings 
of him. He on whom the success of the expeditioft#** 
and the honour of the club depend *is not to be 
found. 

While the hunters give themselves up to lamen- 
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^JatioD, thinking him lost, the dogs ^ome out of tlie 
ourrow with their hair standing on end; and be¬ 
hind the dogs appear first a foot, then a leg, and, a 
little time afterwards, the body and head of the 
child, who throws among his companions a por¬ 
cupine almost as big as himself, and full of life, 
although pierced through with the point of his 
lance, which the animal bites with all his might as 
if he could draw it out; 

The animal having been killed, by the applica¬ 
tion of a knife to its throat, the men open its 
stomach, empty it, and replace the contents by 
aromatic plants mixed with a few handfuls of salt. 

The object of the operation is to preserve the 
poicupine until the end of the campaign, when it 
will have to figure on the table of the club at 
Constantine. ' 

We may add, that the porcupine is not always 
taken so easily, and t^^t, generally speaking, the 
animal, when caught at all, is not taken until 
after a siege of several days; for it sometimes 
happens that the passage is so harrow, and the 
sides of the rock so hard, that in spite of the tools 
and energy of the besiegers, the child, however 
lanky he may be, cannot reach the extremity of 
‘*Yiie redoubt, and is obliged tO’renounce the desired 
capture. * 

The porcupine-hunters go all through the dis¬ 
trict of Constantine, Ghelma, and B6ne. I have 
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PTen met theirs in the district of Calle, at sixt^' 
leagues from the place they started from. Their 
expeditions are attended with more, or less success; 
and if they soifietimes return with a dozen animals, 
wliich enable them to keep up 4heir orgies for 
several days, sometimes, after ^ month^s fatigue 
and privation, they only bring back a single animal. 

In the latter case the members of the club meet 
as usual to celebrate thjs return of their comrades^ 
and tTbe animal is served up roasted, on a wooden 
platter, and placed in the^middlc of the assembly, 
who arrange themselves around it and contemplate 
it with delight. 

The president of the clpb invites liis neighbour 
on the right to help himself; the latter touches the 
edge of the platter wkh the ends of his hiigcrs, 
which he puts to his lips, saying, I have enough.^^ 
All the guests imitate his example, and fall back 
on the couscomsou and dates which surround the 
dish of honour. Then in the most vociferous man¬ 
ner, they sing their exploits, past, present, arid to 
come, accompanying themselves with their hands 
and the tam-tam, and finish off with pipes. 

The club meets again the next day, the day after 
that, apd regularly every day until the neighbours 
complain of the disturbance, and of the insupport- 

M. 

able odour of the porcupine, which dias reached a 
state of complete putrefaction, until at length the 
police interfere, and throw out alike the game and 
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^ its hunters^ who go off and continue on their ^^ances 
M)mewbere else. * 

Apropos of the porcupine. I shall be glad to 
mention a fact which I witnessed myself, and which 
corroborates wl^t I before stated with regard t\> 
the hyaena. o 

Meeting one day a party of hatctmchda^ who 
were besieging an earth-hole, I dismounted in 
order to be present at the finale. 

After many hours of unceasing work a hyaena 
was taken and drawn put by a child of twelve 
years old, who had thrust two feet of his lance 
into the animal’s body. 

European sportsmen would have been proud of 
this feat; not so tlie hatcheicheia, who were dis¬ 
pleased—humiliated : displeased, because in their 
eyes it was a bad omen, and humiliated, because 
the Arabs of the environs, who were watching 
their proceedings, overwhelmed them with all sorts 
of pleasantries. 

As a matter of course the animal was left on the 
ground to be devoured by animals of a similar 
nature; and the hunters left the country in order 
to escape the insults of the Arabs and look else¬ 
where for sport. 

As they only make two or three of these cam¬ 
paigns a year,*the hatcheicheia sometimes hunt the 
hedgehog, in order to keep themselves and their 
dogs in proper condition. 
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m When the s^y is calm and the moon fine, thejr , 
leave Constantine in the afternoon with a few dogs, 
and bmt about the })lain all night long. 

As soon as a*dog gets on the track of the hedge¬ 
hog he cri^ out, and is Joined by the others, who 
hunt together in a pack, as if they were pursuing 
nothing less than a stag or a wild boar. 

As soon as it finds itself taken, the animal rolls 
itself up like a muff—presenting nothing but the 
sharp points with which it is covered to the teeth 
of the pack. One of the^hunters then takes" hold 
of it with the skirt of his burnous and deposits it 
in his hood, and the hunt continues thus until the 
morning. 


VARIOUS GAME, 

j 

During the first year of the French o(jcupation, 
game of all kinds was so abundant in Algeria, that 
a partridge cost only a penny, a hare tenpence, and 
other game in the same proportion. 

The worst sportsmen alwaj^s came back with their 
pouches full; and in a great many places sport was 
to be found within cannon-shot of the ramparts in 
the case of a town, or of the trench in that of a camp. 

I remember that in the month of September* 
1842, I killed one day, between breakfast and din¬ 
ner, in the neighbourhood of Ghelma, forty-five 
partridges and seven hares with nothing but a 
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cavalry carbine. I must add that 7 am not a first.* 
rate shot, and that I know some persons who, armed 
with one of Lefaucheux^s fowling-pieces, would have 
killed twice as much. 

Owing to continual sport the game has at length 
become more thiAly spread around the villages and 
camps, and comparatively rare near the towns. 
However, as in all the provinces, and especially 
in that of Constantine, there are a great many 
points which are at some distance from the thickly 
populated parts, it is stih easy to get capital sport 
in Algeria. 

To do so it is necessary to take a few days’jour¬ 
ney in company either with an officer who Has 
been attached to expeditions among the Arabs, or 
with a caid. If it be winter you take up your 
quarters on the border of a lake, where you can 
invest aU the bullets you have with you in wild 
geese, ducks, swans, and other aquatic birds, who 
are to be found there in tens of thousands. 

Experienced sportsmen will find legions of snipes 
in the neighbourhood of the lakes and in the 
marshy plains. 

In the months of July and August, before the 
jackals and other rough-coated poachers have levied 
their tithes, you meet with numerous coveys of 
red partridges (the grey partridge is not found in 
Algeria), whose progenitors have never heard the 
report of a gun, and who will not start up without 



VAEtOVa CAME. 


141 




^having a gentle kick administered to them. In 
the provinces oi Oran and Algiers there are swarms 
of rabbits. In Constantine they are only found 
towards the no»th-west boundary; but on the other 
hand the hare abounds there to such an extent, 
that when an expedition starts tosvards the east or 
south, our soldiers catch them easily with their 
hands, while they are marching and even while 
they are bivouacking. • 

'W hen the African*hare (which is a third smaller 
than that of Europe) is hinted with dogs, it never 
doubles, and when worn out runs to earth if pos¬ 
sible. 

In spring and autumn flocks of migratory birds 
increase the general stock of game, and are found 
to such an extent that ,in the plains which are at 
some distance from the points occupied by the 
Erench you meet with swarms of cranes, bustards, 
guinea fowl, -plovers, quails, and other victims of 
gunpowder and the sportsman. 

To sum up: Algeria contains valuable elements 
of sport of every kind. Th5se who wish for fame 
and do not mind looking ifor it will find enough to 
please them. 

The lazy, the luxurious, the effeminate sportsman 
will he able to glean in the neighbourhood of the* 
camps, and towns; but the real disciple of St. Hu¬ 
bert will ba^ve bis rich harvest far, far away in tho 
mountains and plains* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FALCONRY IN AFRICA. 

In a country wliose history has only been written 
with the sword, it is difficult to arrive at the origin 
of the manners and customs of the inhabitants; 
above all, when, like the Arabs, they live in the 
midst of a variety of traditions and beliefs, each of 
which frequently does not extend beyond one tribe 
and one generation. ^ 

Accordingly, without asserting anything positive 
as to the origin of falconry in Africa, I will say 
that the Arabs properly so called seem to have im¬ 
ported it, since it is almost unknown among the 
Chaouia and Kabyles, who preceded them in the 
occupation of the country. 

Falconry in Algeria is indulged in only by the 
highest personages, ^hose who devote themselves 
to it with ardour are the descendants of noble 
families and those military chiefs who have given 
their adhesion to the French in order to preserve 
ior obtain military rank. 

Whatever be the position or fortune of a native, 
unless he be a noble, or distinguished by some acts 
of remarkable daring, he, cannot cultivate the sci- 
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ence of falconry^without incurring the ridicule and 
sometimes the attacks of his own people. | 

The falconer of a caid of my acquaintance once 
told me an anecdote which is rather curious, and 
in which lie played, as will be seen, a very danger¬ 
ous part. • 

This man,‘ after a certain Mabrouk, of whom 
I shall speak further on, is the most inveterate 
falconer in Africa, and deserves the attention of 
the reader for a few Seconds. 

He is called Abdallah, i|ud belongs to the tribe 
of Malhattah, of which he is one of the bravest 
members—that being a great deal to say. 

One day, when I asked him how old he was, he 
told me he was born the same year as gunpowder. 
Now, as, previously to its subjection to France, the 
members of his tribe used to pass their time in 
practising firing with their neighbours, I concluded 
that he was born in the year when this habit was 
first introduced among them, and set him down at 
forty, which appeared to be his real age. I 

About the middle height, grave and taciturn, 
delicate and even sickly in his appearance, there 
was nothing about this man to attract the attention 
of the casual observer. 

But'when he is in company with persons he likes,^ 
and the conversation turns on hunting or war, his 
face brightens up, his eyes flash fire, and his nos- 
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trils dilate as if to inhale the odour of powder and 
'blood; for to him sport consists in the agony of 
the victim whose eyes and head are torn to pieces 
by the falcouj and war in cutting the throat of 
a live enemy. 


With these ferocious instincts, which at once 
characterize the savage, Abdallah possesses a sen¬ 
sitive soul and a loving heart. 

His family consists of an aged mother, whom he 
loves and respects, which is not always the case 
with the Arabs; of three ^'hildren, whom he adores; 
and a mare which was born the day his wife died. 


and which he named after her. 


Since that time not only has he resisted all i^ie 
entreaties of his mother, who wished him to marry 
again, but he still mourns fgr his wife, and assures 
me that he shall do so to his dying day. 

In order to understand how painful must be 
the mourning oT the Arabs, who are accustomed to 
daily ablutions, the reader must know that it con¬ 
sists in washing neither body nor garments. 

When I first knew this brave fellow his wife had 


been dead about six yearsj which amounts to say¬ 
ing that neither he nor his burnous were remark¬ 
able for their agreeable odour; but the interest 
•^ ith which he inspired me was such that I went 
up to him and welcomed him cordially whenever 
I ^visited his tribe. 
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Tuthe month of May, 1850, I was charged with 
the collection the taxes in the distrj^t inhabitea 
by Abdallah. 

As soon as Jie heard of my arrival he hastened 
to pay me a visit, and asked my permission to come 
and see me every day in my leisure moments. 

As I took much pleasure in listening to his tales 
of war and hunting, I did not conceal from him the 
fact that I shbuld be delighted to see him, and 
learned on the following day that he had installed 
himself in the tent with 
der of our stay,' 

One evening, when I had nothing to do, and when 
sayeral Arab chiefs were assembled together in my 
..ent, I sent for Abdallah tb relate to us one of his 
anecdotes. 

After having exchanged tlie usual salutations 
with my guests, who were friends of his, he sat 
down and began in the following words:— 

During the year in which Algiers fell into the 
power of the Christians, my cousin Zakdar and my¬ 
self conceived the notion Demystifying the chief of 
the Oiiled-Bou-Ghanem^ who was our neighbour, 
and who, although a man of no account, took the 
liberty, it was said, of rearing and educating falcons. 

‘^With this intent we got two young eaglgg^ 
whose eyrie we had discovered, and taught them 
to hunt young falcons, which were brought to us 
^very day by the shepherds. 
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‘'When we considered our 9^1es sufficiently 
instructed^ |ind accustomed to the noise of men 
and horses, we despatched a person of trust to 
the cheik's, to find out when he intended to fly 
his falcons. 


“ Having ascertained the place and day, Zakdar 
and myself wento^f before daybreak, driving before 
us a donkey, on which our eagles in their hoods 
had been placed, together with some falcons, to call 
them back to us if need should be. 

I 

" The cheik and his attendants did not arrive at 
the place until a long time after us; the rendez¬ 
vous was near the Oued-Mellegh, and they were 
to hunt the bustard. The tamarind trees.by the 
side of the brook would enable us to follow every 
incident in the sport without being perceived; and 
accordingly we regulated our movements by those 
of the cheik and his party, 

" In a Ijttle while a flock of bustards rose in the 
plain in front of the horsemen. Four falcons were 
let loose, one after the other, and a bustard was 
at once separated from the others and attacked 
vigorously. 

'‘Our eagles, released from their hoods, were 


not long ill discovering the birds, towards which 
**^ ith heavily and in a straight 

up to hill rapidly making towards them, and 

I visited hi 

4.fter attaching the donkey to a tamarind treCj, 
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we walked up the banks of the river, to have a bet¬ 
ter view of the^proceedings. - 

^'Tlie only chance for the bustard which had 
been separated from the flock, and, as 1 before 
said, vigorously attacked by the four falcons at 
once, consisted in keeping them beneath her. 

Accordingly it had risen vertically to such a 
height that it appeared to us about the size of a 
pigeon, while the falcons looked at one moment like 
grasshoppers, and at the next disappeared from view 
altogether. 

The two eagles haviiig reached the other birds, 
became so mixed up with them, that we were at a 
loss to distinguish them. 

The cheik and his hewsejnen were standing in 
the plain with their eyes Itowards the sky, waiting 
like ourselves for the fssue of this aerial combat. 


Suddenly we heard piercing cries several times 
repeated. A short time afterwards we could dis¬ 
tinguish a black object, which gradually became 
larger as it approached us—now agitating itself 
vigorously, now descending vertically towards the 
ground. 

We could then recognise our two eagles, with 
outstretched wings, allowing themselves to be towed 


downwards by the weight of the bustard, who, with 
drooping legs and closed wings, was falling towards 


the earth without the least sign of life. 
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** We looked in vain for the ch^ik^s falcons; 
they had dii^appeared. 

''At the moment when the bustard and the eagles 
fell with a hissing sound to the earth, in the midst 
of a large circle formed by the cheik and his party, 
a shout of rage al^aost froze our blood with terror. 

"We remembered, when it was too^iate, that in 
the haste mth which we had loosened the birds, we 
had omitted to remove the chain from the foot of 
one of them. - 

dismounted, and were 
arranging their burnousdl; so as to be able to take 
up the eagles without being wounded by them. 

" Nothing remained for us but to fly, which we 
did with all possible swiftness, and without thinking 
of the donkey, who, however, was destined to save 
my life that da 5 ^ 

"We had been running for about an hour, always 
ascending’^the course of the stream, and without 
quitting the rows of trees which grew along the 
banks, when we perceived four horsemen at two 
hundred steps behind us, and, further on, the entire 
goum* of the cheik. 

" They were all after us—some at a trot, the 
foremost at a gallop. 

w. " Plight was no longer possible, and we accord 
ingly tried to conceal ourselves from their eyes. . 

* Household, 


" Several men had already 


f 
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'^Zakdar chose a group of tamarinds and briars. 
As for me, Invent down to the bed ^ the stream 
and walked into it until the water came up to my 
neck, while i concealed my. head in- the plants 
which had fallen from the banks. 

Hardly had I entered my hiding-place when I 
heard the trampling of horses and the voice of a 
man crying out to the cheik, ' Come here; we are 
on their track; their footprints are as clear as the 
sun; they are two sons of dogs together.' 

“The,sound of galls^ing and the neighing of* 
horses who had been heated by a long ride, an¬ 
nounced the arrival of the cheik and all his attend- 
afats. 

“^Let ten men,' saidjfch^ cheik, when he drew 
up, f go forward untij the track disappears; then 
let them stop and keep guard on each side of 
the stream. You, my children, dismount, and 
follow the steps of these accursed wretches, pistol 
in hand; but bring them to me alive if you can.' 

“ I understood from the order that it was all 
over with Zakdar; my situation being better than 
his, I nourished the hope that I should survive to 
avenge him; but at that moment I perceived that 
my feet were sinking in the mud, and that the 
water, which at first scarcely covered my shoulde*s, 
was now beginning to moisten my lips. 

It is said that he who knows hot fear is not a 
man. I confess I wi^ afraid on that day, not fo 
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much of the enemy whh was pursuing uS so'^hotlvj 
as of being browned. 

I was disturbed in my reflections by the sound 
of a shot, followed by several others, a?nd a consider¬ 
able number of imprecations. 

‘*My cousin, finding that he was discovered, 
had discharged his pistol on the group which had 
surrounded him, and who, in spite, of the cheik^s 
order, had not been able to avoid replying to his 
fire. 

A few words, which ^ere all I could distin¬ 
guish in the midst of the general hubbub, made 
me understand that Zakdar was not dead, and that 
he was being taken to the cheik. 

Unable to contain ,my self any longer, I was 
about to ascertain what they were doing with him, 
at the risk of being discovered, when two men 
jumped into the bed of the stream. 

* That^s where he went down,^ said the first, 
pointing to my footprints on the sand. 

** * He went in here,' continued the other, ap¬ 
proaching the edge of the water, while I remained 
motionless at ten paces from him, and looking at 
him through the plants by which my head was 
covered, 

^ ^ It's singular,' pursued the same man, * there 

are no more footmarks. Could he have gone in 
and been drowned?' At this moment I heard 
footsteps on the bank just Lbove my head, and a 
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man then said to the one who was close to me, 
'Mohammed, the cheik sent me /o cull you. 
None of the others have such good knives as you.^ 

" ' What does he want my knife for was the 
reply. 

"'To cut off the head of the dog wc have just 
taken/ said the messenger, 

" The prospect of cutting a man’s head off being 
more seductive than the pleasure of looking after 
me, these ruffians ftiade off, and they relieved me 
from the most fearful p(5ijition I was ever in during« 
all my life/ 

" According to what I had heard, my cousin was 
tt) have his head cut off, and I could do nothing to 
save him. • * 

" Convinced that ihe men who had gone away 
would come back directly after the execution, and 
not being able to look for any other place of shel¬ 
ter withoutieaving a track, I resolved to stay where 
I was. 

" A root, which I had found growing out from 
the bank above my head, had enabled me to shift 
my position, which wa» now not attended with the 
same danger as the former one. 

" After hearing the shouts and noisy laughter 
produced by the triple execution—that of my couflifi 
and the two eagles—which took place at my back, 

I thought I heard the steps of horses going away 
from the stream; which I heard nothing. 
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‘^Time had progressed, and with it the sun, 
which had ]h»ow sunk in the west. * 

Soon afterwards it was dusk, and at length 5 
saw a few stars shining in the heavens. 

I then left my retreat, and with much precau¬ 
tion ascended the (hank of tljc brook. 

I listened—looked around; there Vas nothing 
—not a sound, except the croaking of the frogs; 
not a living being, except a few jackals hanging 
about the corpse of Zakdar, which I found horribly 
mutilated, and flanked b^the remains of tlie two 
eagles. 

“After making sure that I was quite alone, I 
wrapped up ray cousin’s head and body in my bur¬ 
nous, and, putting thcyliurdcn on my shoulder, 
directed my steps towards ,the spot where I had 
left the donkey in the morning. 

“I found it in the same place, munching the 
grass at\be foot of the tamarind tree to which it 
was tied. I used the cord which was round mv 
head to attach my precious burden to the animal 
firmly, and then took ^ short cut across the plain 
in order to reach a path which would take me back 
to the douar before it was day. 

I had walked for about four hours without any 
"viventure, always followed by a few jackals, who 
were attracted by the smell of blood, when the don¬ 
key suddenly stopped short, cocking its ears and 
trembling all over. 
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I at once perceived two eyes like burning coals 
on my path, and not far from me. ^ 

" Accustomed to meetings of the kind,.! hastened 
to cut the cord which attached my cousin’s body 
to the donkey, took it on my shoulder as I had 
done before, and went on across *1116 fields leaving 
the poor animal transfixed with fear on the path. 

V/hen I had gone about a hundred paces I 
heard a sound like that of a*l)ody thrown violently 
to the ground, then *a Sv.i*t of rattle, and nothing 
more. \ 

''The lion had aecejded the victim T had offered 
to him; I felt cpiite safe, auu after a long circuit 
regained the path which IJiad been forced to quit 
for a time. • 

" A short time afterwards I met some relatives of 
ours who bad eomc out to look for us. 

After hearing rny tale, nothing WTuild satisfy 
them but instantly to avenge the death of Zakdar. 

" I explained to them that we were not sufficiently 
numerous, and that we could not leave my 
cousin’s body on the ground*; finally, that I myself 
was without £fi*ms and orf foot. 

" One of the horsemen took the burnous which 


contained Zakdar’s remains across his saddle, 
another took me behind him, and wc got back 


the douar before any one was up. 

" The evening of that same day, at the hour of sup¬ 
per, fifty chosen horseep^n, each of Tfhom was known 
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to have achieved some daring exploit, got on their 
steeds, an^'* dismounted near the residence of Zak- 
dar^s murderer. 

There was great rejoicing at‘ the cheik s, in 
honour of the recent execution. The couscoussou 
had Just been ser/ed. We were Just in time. 

" The dogs, having given notice of our approach, 
we were accosted by sgme of the servants, who 
appeared much astonished at so many guests 
arriving all at once. * 


While ten of our ^^lorsemen were strangling 
these wretches with the cords of camel-gut which 
surrounded their heads, the others went to the front 
of the cheik^s tent and sabred the other attendaints 


and the quests of low degree, who were in the 
places outside waiting for the remains of the feast. 

Until now 1 had left everything to my com¬ 
rades, gind had occupied myself with looking out for 
the cheik, whom I intended to kill with my own hand. 

“ The approach to the tent once cleared, I rushed 
foremost into the interior, where a dozen of the 
notables were sitting in a circle around the cheik, 
quite motionless, 

A quarter of an hour afterwards, their heads 
were arranged in perfect order all round the dish 
^'*df couscoussou, which was still smoking, and the 
fifty horsemen returned to their respective, douars 
laden with,booty, and driving before them an im¬ 
mense herd of cattle. // 
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All this lia^ taken place without a ^ot being 
fired, and almost without noise, so that our coup de 
main was not known in the douars iMiar the cheik 
until it w^as tooTiatc to ofl’er assistance. 

From that day until the arrival of the French, 
who put an end to the hostilities many were the 
heads that fell on the boundary which separates 
the two tribes; but no falcons were seen there 

besides ours/’* * 

• * 

As will be seen from the above narrative, the 
nobles and warriors of Al^^ria have the exclusive 
right to practise falconry. 

The tribes among which the most distinguished 
falconers are found are the J^m^uls, the Rig ha, the 
Amers of Setif, and the intmadic Arabs who take 
up their winter quarters in the Sahara, and pass 
the three other seasons on the high ground adja¬ 
cent to Constantine. 

The Arabs seldom keep the falcons which they 
have used during the hunting season. In most 
cases they let them go at the end of February, and 
take fresh ones at the beginning of autumn. 

In some tribes the falcob is taken from the nest, 
and it is then more easily tamed and instructed, but 
less courageous and more liable to illness than the 
falcon which is taken full-grown, and wnieh is 
caught in the following manner:— 

After observing the rock or ruins in whiou the 
falcon is in the habit oi^assing f-he nighty a man 
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on horseback arrives in the early morning beanng a 
pigeon or^a partridge surrounded by a net, in which 
the falcon is caught by the claws as soon as it darts 
upon it. . •• 

The Arabs have many different kinds of talcons, 
which they distinguish by appropriate names. 
Whatever, however, be the species to which the 
bird belongs, the mode of training it is always the 
same. The educatk>n of the full-grown falcon 
being much more difficult than that of the falcon 
taken from the nest, ye will speak of the former 
only. 

As soon as the man sees the falcon dart at the 
bird which is used as a bait, he hastens towards 
it in order to take* it .before it can tear the net in 
which its claws are entangled. • 

Before quitting the spot he covers it with the 
hood^which is used to prevent it from seeing, and 
places on its foot a chain, to which is attached a 
rope of four or five feet long to prevent it from 
flying away. 

This task completed, the man rides back to the 
douar with the falcon on his head or shoulder, the 
bird being rendered so timid by loss of sight that 
it never seems to think of flying* away. After 
being taken into, the tent the bird is placed on a 
perch about a foot high, and which is covered over 
with cloth, so that its claws may not be injured. 

Now commences the lihaing and training of the 
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falcon. The first thing is to accustom it to the 
sight of men, hiSrses, and dogs; to get ft to allow 
the hood and chain to be put on and taken off 
without making#the least opposition; and to make 
it take its food from the hand. 

There ai-e few falcons who do^not make great 
objections to all this. Some refuse all food 
for days together; some attack, tooth and nail, all 
who attempt to touch them ;♦ others are so utterly 
untractable that it becefmes necessary to give up 
all thoughts of teaching tJthem. One remarkable 
thing is, that the best falcoAs are found to be those 
who have been most unruly during their educational 
period. 

The surest way of trainirjg Ihlcons is to deprive 
them of light and food Jjjpr several days. They can 
then be accustomed to spring from the perch 
to the ground, and afterwards to the wrist of the 
person who offers them their food. 

When they are sufficiently used to the sight of 
men and horses, one of the animals or birds which 
they will afterwards have to •hunt is presented to 
them, a little of the flesh being given to them after 
they have killed it. 

Falcons who have lost nothing of their wildness 
by being deprived of light and food, have beei»»*'’ 
known to.become of a sudden quite friendly w>h 
the man who has given them a hare or a partridge, 
and allowed them to ^rge themselves with tb^ 
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flesh. This, in the opinion of the Araha, is hy ftvt 
the best weans of taming the falcon. 

When tne falcon has been taught to attack ani¬ 
mals from its perch, it is then taught to do so from 
the arm of a man on horseback. 

For this purpose tlie Arabs take the falcons into 
the middle of a plain, carrying with f hem a certain 
number of partridges or hares, according to the 
kind of game for which the birds are being trained. 
The falcons, covered with their hoods and with 
chains attached to thc^^r feet, are carried by the 
horsemen, who hold thorn either on their heads or 
shoulders. Before being loosed they are placed on 
the wrist of the left arm, which is covered with a 
long glove. The lesson, in the first instance, is 
given to each bird separately. Whilst one of the 
horsemen sets at liberty "cither a partridge with 
clipped wings, or a hare who has the use of only 
three legs, the falconer unhoods a bird. This trial 
of course satisfies the falconer at once as to the 
talent of his pupils, who, having been deprived of 
liberty and light for a month previously, now sud¬ 
denly find themselves free, in the open country. 
It sometinfes happens t‘hat the falcon pays no at¬ 
tention either to the running of the hare or the 
flight of the partridge. As soon as it finds itself 
at liberty it resolves not to lose it again, and flics 
off with cries of joy. 

I must say. however, that geimrally as soon as 
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tlie falcon is unhooded, i it percpives the hare or 
partridge it doe% not think of recoverii^ its inde¬ 
pendence, but first of all is prompted by its instinct 
to satisfy its wants. It darts at its* prey, kills it, 
and then allows the hood and chain to be replaced. 

For the falcon to be thoroughly trained it ’•vill 
now only be >^ccessary to teach it*to obey the voice 
of the falconer when he calls it back. 

Accordingly, as soon as the falcon has killed the 
animal let loose before, it, tfie falconer advances, 
offers the bird the harcskin (which must previously 
have been shown to it), agd calls to it in a par¬ 
ticular voice. 

The object of this manoeuvre is, to make the 
falcon fly to his wrist on shoulder. If it re¬ 
main deaf to the call, the falconer dismounts 
and offers it the harcskin on foot, taking care to 
let it see some small pieces of flesh which have 
been left sticking to it, and which never fail to 
attract it. When a falcon comes readily to this 
invitation, whether it sometimes miss its prey or 
pounce directly upon it, it may be considered to 
have made a great advance in its art. 

As I have no intention of publishing a treatise 
on falconry, I refer the reader who is desirous of 
knowing how falcons should be thoroughly trai^^ed^ 
to the French and other authors, who have ex¬ 
plained everything that a true falconer necu be 
acquainted with. 
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I will, however, mention one fact which 
useful to iSyhose who wish to cultii^ate this ri 
sport. 

According to all authors who l^ave written on 
the ^subject of falconiy, the falcons of Europe are 
subject to a niipiber of illnesses which are often 
n^ortal, no matter what care may be 'paid to them. 

This is not the case in Algeria, where their 
diseases are very rare,. I think there are at least 
three reasons which acccut'.t ,for the superiority of 
the African falcon. 

The first is, that the Arabs scarcely ever use any 
but full-grown falcons. The second, that they 
restore them to liberty before the moulting season. 
The third, that instead' of being kept shut up, the 
birds accompany their masters (on their shoulders) 
in all the expeditions they undertake, and that, 
when the tribe erect their camps, they are allowed 
to pass’^a portion of their time on a perch or in the 
vicinity of a perch outside the tent, to which they 
do not return until night. 

The education of the falcon is generally com¬ 
pleted by the month of December. The Arabs 
the north use them for the hare and the partridge 
those of the south for the hare and the bustard. 

• >When the hare is to be attacked, the owner of th** 
falcon quits liis tent, followed by the falconers and 
attendants on horseback. On arriving at the ren¬ 
dezvous, the guests who i^e been invited to wit- 
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ness the sport come forward and kiss bis hand^ after 
which they mouht their horses. $ 

On a signahfrom the chief the falconers go for¬ 
ward, walking m a straight line, while the horsemen 
gallop along the road, and form in skirmishing 
order. The chief and his friends follow immedi¬ 
ately behind the falconers. 

When the horsemen on each flank have taken 
their places at intervals of from ten to fifteen yards, 
half of them regnlateHlfbit* movements by those of 
the falconers, keeping in %hc same line with them; 
while the horsemen at the extremities of the lines 
on each side go some distance in front. 

As soon as a hare is started the jiewa is given by 
the person who sees it first J afid each person ma¬ 
noeuvres so as to •form, the circle. At the same 
time the falcons are unhooded, the best trained 
being loosed first. 

Once at liberty the bird rises, flying round and 
round the circle formed by the horsemen. The 
falconer follows the direction of the hare, and calls 
to the falcon until he sees it» dartiirg at or soaring 
above the game. If the b;ire runs away, the falcon" 
darts at once upon it; if the hare lies down on the 
ground, the falcon at first soars for some time 
above it. ' ^ 

In the plains, where there is not much cover, the 
hares are so frightened by the sight o"f the falcon 

Ob 

A. ^ 
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that they stop still as if chained to the spot. In 
either case all the birds are let lo&e in succession, 
to follow the example of the first. 

As the birds become idle after eating, they are, 
generally speaking, not allowed to gratify their 
appetites until tlie last hare has been killed, and 
the sport is at an end. They arc tl&n allowed to 
eat as much as they like, so that they may be 
tempted to continue their exploits another time. 

It sometimes happen’s' tliUt the hare, on per¬ 
ceiving the falcon, take* refuge under the horses, 
when the bird pursues until it finds an obstacle 
in the presence of the horse. The sport becomes 
then most ex<j^ting; the falcon utters loud cries, 
fluttering now above, Inow on either side of the 
horseman. 

But whichever way the horseman directs his 
steed,J:lie poor hare still continues to keep under- 
. neath it, until at last one of the attendants takes 
hold of it and throws it into the open plain, when 
the falcons at once make it their prey. 

The Arabs 'pursue the partridge in the same 
manner; but instead of forming the circle, they 
gallop all together in a single line, following the 
direction taken by the falcons. 

*’ * This is far less interesting than the pursuit of 
the hare, and accordingly is rarely practised. 

The most interesting kind of sport in connection 
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with thefalcoii is the pursuit of the bustard, which 
must be attacked with all the courage ^fhc falcon 
possesses. 

As I have already remarked, the tribes of tlic 
south are the only ones which have the opportunity 
of taking this bird, which never ^nturcs into the 
cold regions 6i the north. 

The'natke tribes who fly their falcons at the 
bustard display the greatest .magnificence on the 
occasion of a grand m'ecfiiig, at which it is not un¬ 
usual to see as many asi two or three hundred 
horsemen. * 

The bustard is found on each side of the moun¬ 
tains which separate the district of the Tell from 
the desert, but are found jji greater numbers on 
the further side. .Tlie jsird is generally found in 
flocks of from ten to twenty. As it can be ap¬ 
proached without difficulty, the horsemen deploy 
into an immense line, preceded by the falconers, 
who advance in front at considerable intervals one 
from the other. If the bustards hapjicn to fly 
away to a considerable distance, the party continue 
to advance until they rr^eet with a flock which 
does not rise so quickly, or which only flies away 
to a short distance. 

In each of’these cases, one or two, reported t%r 
be the best, of the falcons are let loose. 

As soon as the bustards, after settling on the 
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ground, see the falcon hovering above them, they 
lie down ton the ground like tlie hare, and Avait 
there until he has selected his prey. 

After two or three falcons have* pounced in suc¬ 
cession on one of the bustards, the other bustards 
take flight, leaving the victim to be killed where it 
lies. As the reader perceives, sport of this kind is 
not highly interesting, and accordingly the Arabs 
do all they can to prevent the bustard from lying 
down and waiting for tlfe^farcou. 

When the falcons ai^e sent after bustards who 
have taken to their wings, the bird pursued is first 
seen to mjx itself up with the flock, in hopes of de¬ 
ceiving the falcon as to its identity; after which, if 
it is still the object of pursuit, it rises vertically 
into the air, in order to keep itself above its 
enemy. Generally speaking, the whole of the 
falcon^ are not loosed until one of the bustards has 
been separated from the rest of the flock. 

The pursuit then becomes of the greatest interest. 

All the horsemen, who have up to this time been 
spread out on the plain, gallop towards the chief, 
and arrange themselves around him. 

The struggle is generally a long one, and the 
bustard is not brought to the ground, until the 
^falcons have succeeded in rising above it, fastening 
themselves upon it, and either breaking its wing 
or putting its eyes out. Then, in the middle of 
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the circle formed by the liorsemen, fall both busr 
tard and falcons^iand sometimes the lattei'are them¬ 
selves killed in the fall. It sometimes happens also 
that the bustard, instead of rising vertically after 
it has been separated from the flodc, flies straight 
forward, followed by both falcons and Horsemen. 

In most Cisegr a falcon fastens upon it, and 
succeeds in bringing it to the ground by breaking 
one of its wings; but sometimes after a pursuit 
of some hours the chifif^ives the signal for re¬ 
treat, and the falconers aje left to follow the birds 
—without which precaution the chief might lose 
them altogether. 

k have heard a feat mentioned, which proves 
how great the strength and^rapidity of the bustard 
and falcon are. In the course of last winter some 
Arabs of the Ferjioua, having taken up a bustard and 
a falcon which happened to fall at their feet, car¬ 
ried them both to the cheik of the country. The 
cheik found out that the falcon belonged to a chief 
of the south, who had got up a meeting in the 
plain of El^ Outaia, on the day his falcon killed the 
bustard in the Ferjiouair Now there is a distance 
of not less than fifty leagues as the bird flies, from 
El Outaia where the bustard had been attacked a< 
noon, to the Ferjioua, where it was brought down a^ 
four o^clock. 

I spoke, at the commencement of the chapter, of 
a man named Mabrouk, who was more devoted to 
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falconry than any one I ever knew, and this man, 
who died hbout two years since, used to pursue the 
bustard only. 

When his birds had behaved ^ijell, he did not 
allow the falconers to touch them. 

After embracing them all and calling them by 
their names, he placed them on his shoulders and 
head, then got on horseback and rode back to his 
tent, taking with hjm what he called his dear 
family. . 

He carried the passion to such an extent, that 
although considered very good father, he liked 
his falcons better than his wives and children, and, 
when dying, his last words and caresses were, for 
his falcons. • / 

After the aeath of Mabrouk, his eldest son, 
according to the last wishes of his father, set all 
the falcons at liberty, and they were ungrateful 
enough to profit by it. 

There are some Arab chiefs in Algeria who keep 
falcons without ever making use of them. 

They retain them, simply for show, and as an 
evidence of wealth and nobility calculated to strike 
the masses. 

The chief, when he travels, causes himself to be 
^nreceded or followed by his falcons, which are car¬ 
ried by horsemen equipped in the richest attire. 

The array altogether has its effect, not only 
upon the natives, but on the Europeans as well. 
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AVhen the former mee^ an Arab chief travelling 
in the manner«\7e have spoken of, the/ dismount 
and advance to kiss his knee, without *even know¬ 
ing him. This is the homage of the weak to the 
strong, the poor to the rich, the plebeian to the 
noble. 




CHAPTEE X. 

f 

RULES FOR HUNTING THE lUoN. 

Ip you are a sportsman, it must have happened to 
you more than once—afte^’^i g^ood dinner with plea¬ 
sant companions, when ev^ry one is talking of kill¬ 
ing everything, from the quail to the wild boar—it 
must have happened to you, T say, to express a 
wish to find yourself face to face with a more nohle 
and a more dangerous animal than any that is 
contained in our French forests; and you have 
said to the others, shoulU like to kill a lion.” 

Well, do you really wish to kill one of these 
interesting creatures ? 

If this wish comes from your heart, and not 
merely from your lips, I can tell you how to 
satisfy it. 

You must be young, vigorous, have good muscles, 
a firm foot, and a quick eye. In this case you have 
the physical qualifications. As regards the nmraley 
Jhe most important point is to have an iron will. 

If you are not living in Paris, go there. Ask 
for Derismej the gunsmith; order one of his dou¬ 
ble-barrelled carbines; tell him what you want it 
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for, and he will know thal the weapon must unite 
three indispensable conditions—solidity* precision, 
and propelling force. Add to the carbine a pistol 
possessing the^same merits, and, above all, take 
care that it have suflBcient propelling force; and 
use for both of them conical ^ balls with steel 
points. 

You should have two kinds of dress—one for the 
winter, which must of course be warm, and the 
other for the summQr,^^«hich must be light, but 
capable of resisting the% brambles and thorns, of 
which the woods you will kave to go through are 
lull. 

Jf I were sure you intended coming out at once, 
I should say to you, Landi air Philippeville; take 
the diligence which goes to Constantine, where 
you will arrive the same evening; inquire for me 
at the Arab Office; and if I am out in the coun¬ 
try, which will probably be the case, pass the time 
until I return in practising with your carbine. If 
I am in the town, we will at once make our ar¬ 
rangements for an expedition- 

You must think I am very eager to find a com¬ 
panion ; but you make a mistake—what I want is 
not a companion, but a successor. 

Yes, alas! •! am obliged to look for a successor^ 
My legs are getting weary, my carbine is heavy 
in my hand, my chest is oppressed when I ascend 
the slightest height, I cannot attend to all the calls 
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for my services made by the Arabs, and am obliged 
at leiigth-te take care of my healthy which I feel is 
failing. 

I should like a handful of mep to be chosen 
from the army or elsewhere, to devote themselves 
altogether to li(^n hunting. These men—who 
should be paid in proportion to th^ fatigue and 
the risk they would hate to undergo, and insured 
a humble reward in case of severe accident— these 

i 

men, I say, woidd be of imifnense service in a coun¬ 
try where courage must he made visible to the eye. 

I should be happy and proud to command this 
little band, and to direct it in a mission which 
could not fail to benefit France ; but I doubt whe¬ 
ther I shall ever hawi t^iis honour. 

< 

Come, then, at once, you who wish to hunt the 
lion side by side with me; and ff the lion should 
prove stronger than ourselves, I will be his first 
victim, and my fate will serve you as a lesson. 

But in case yon should arrive too late, listen 
now to mv instructions :— 

Do not hunt at al) during the winter; I pro¬ 
hibit it at once. Hunting in the winter has added 
thirty years to my age. 

I will suppose that you arrive at Bone in April, 
i^o at once to the Arab Office, state with what 
object you have come, and ask the militaiy com¬ 
mander to put you in communication with the 
chiefs of the tribes in his subdivision. 
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Now, the tribes being held responsible for all 
assassinations committed in their territory, they 
will be afraid of your being killed either by the 
lions or by th^ maranders, in which case your death 
might be attributed to them. Accordingly the 
Arabs would allow the lions to devour them to the 
last man, rather than apply to you to assist them. 

Besides, the presence of a Christian being insup¬ 
portable to them, that alone would prevent them 
applying to you ; aiuLaswyou cannot prove to them 
by argument that you will not get killed either by 
the lions or the maraudeiia, there is only one pos¬ 
sible way of proceeding open to you. 

• Put yourself in coinnuiuication with some caid 
who has mountains in hi|^ toritory frequented by 
lions; pay your court to Iiini assiduously, and gain 
his friendship by means of presents. If he con¬ 
sent to take you out with him iuto the country— 
and he will do so if you behave liberally towards 
him—buy a mountain horse for yourself, and a 
mule for your baggage. 

If you care about good,living, provide yourself 
accordingly; if you are sober—and, to be suc¬ 
cessful, it is desirable that you should be so—take 
with you nothing but coffee and tobacco. 

Avoid wiiie and spirits; otherwise you w'OjjJd 
be looked upon unfavourably wherever you went; 
and then the water of the mountains is so pure 
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and so good, that after a short time you will not 
regret wind in the least, i 

You will easily procure at B6ne a lad who will 
act as interpreter for you, and you, must reckon 
him as part of your luggage. 

Before starting, tell the superintendent of the 
Arab Office the nam*e of the caid to whom you arc 
going, and the district which you think you will 
visit. He will give you a pass, which you will 
have to show to the Arab&j^\ho are not acquainted 
with you. In the subdivision of B6ne you will 
have to choose between the district of Bone, Calle, 
Edough, and Ghelma. 

At Bone there are the Beni-Salah, among 
whom there are enougili Bons, but too many marau- 

I 

ders. The same may be said of Calle; if you 
began in cither of these districts, you would be 
killed during the first fortnight. The low hills at 
the sou^ of the Edough, near the caid^s house, 
arc good. 

The country at the south and west of the camp 
of Drean is also good. 

If you find that there are any lions in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, express a wish to pitch your tent as near 
as jiossiblc to their supposed haunts—for instance, 
at^about a hundred paces above the douar. You 
should be at a distance of at least a hundred paces 
from the tents, because you ought never to see the 
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women of the douar; and you should take up your 
position on th(f ground above the tentj^ because the 
marauders, who are always hanging about when 
there is no <moon, always approach the douar 
from below, so that there may be less chance of 
theii being seen, • 

As soon as you have pitched your tent, you will 
be pestered with visits. The Arabs will liock to 
see you, simply from curiesity, and in order to 
ascertain in what i^ir|)5et you differ from other 
men. This will be theit- sole motive. There they 
will be perched around ^ou, and staring at j^ou 
like idiots. Pay no attention to them. Some of 
them will welcome you to their territory; reply to 
them without smiling, an^ j^mply by a movement 
of the head, as much ^s to say, I am satisfied.^^ 
Kemain silent if you possibly can, or at least do 
not speak except when it is absolutely necessary to 
do so. 

The talkative man is despised by the Arabs. 
You may be ignorant, stupid; it is considered 
honourable to be a thief and an assassin, but it is a 
disgrace to be a chatterQi\ 

They will not fail to overwhelm you with ques¬ 
tions as to your projects, directly they understand 
i)f what nafure they are. Mind what you repiy. 
Answer but few of their questions, and answer 
always with modesty. 


s 
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Thev will say to you, “ Do you huut by day or 
by night ‘ 

You will reply, Both day and night 
Alone or.with your companions*?’' 

" Alone.” 

Then some yopng man, with an expression of 
the greatest innocence and candour,''will perhaps 
say to you— 

'' But if during the,night you meet one or more 
persons in the moiintains 5 '‘skall you fire at them ?” 

Lose no time in sayings so that every one may 
hear you: 

What does it matter to me whether these men 

wander about at night or not. Their affairs do not 

concern me; T am o^^ly/^looking out for lions. As 

soon as I see or hear these men. I,shall call to them 

( 

to stand off; and, if they have no bad intentions, 
I shall not harm them.” 

The conversation must go no further even if you 
have to stop a month in the neighbourhood of the 
dollar. You may be certain, that if you fire a few 
good shots before them the next day, hs if to keep 
your hand in, they will spread the news' of your 
arrival and intended exploits to a distance of soma 
twenty leagues all round the countr 3 ^ In less 
than a week every one will be acqiJiainted with 
your age, your height; and your general appearance. 

He speaks l?iut little,” they will say, and ap^ 
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pears brave; he is a gooi shot, and does not inter¬ 
fere with the maranders.^^ ^ * 

These lasf words are of much import, and, in 
fact, decide a question of life and death. 

But you have given a negative answer to the 
great questions, Have you e^er killed a lion ? 
have you c\ er seen one ? have you ever heard one 
roar?” So that your manly ap^^ance, composed 
manner, and your excellent ^shooting, do not as yet 
pro^ c that you will kill'^our first lion. 

The moment for action having arrived, you send 
to inquire among the neighbouring douars whether 
the lion has been heard or seen, or whether any 
cattle have lately disappeared. 

While you are waiting^far the return of your 
messenger, as you do not know the country, and 
will require a guide, and as only the professional 
thieves or marauders arc capable of acting in that 
capacity, you must associate yourself with a pro¬ 
fessional thief. 

If you inquire for a marauder at one of the 
dollars, the people will burst out laughing in your 
faec, and will tell you that tliey are all eminently 
honest. 

But ask for a man who is accustomed to w’^alk 
about at night,^^ or who is not afraid to walk ab(^t 
at night,” and you will find twenty all young and 
vigorous, and you can select the one whose appear¬ 
ance pleases you most. 
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Speak to him of his courage, and he will be 
quite proud; but ask him to accompany you, and 
he will refuse point blank. 

, You must then explain to him what you want, 
viz., to be accompanied at a distance, to be shown 
the haunts of the^lion, the path by which he gene¬ 
rally comes down from the woods to the plain, the 
spring or brooj^ ^fiere he generally drinks, the 
ford or pass, if tlierb bp one, where he may be met 
with. Above all, tell your^nide that you not only 
do not wish him to be near you at the moment of 
danger, but that you cannot allow him to remain 
with you when you arc about to make the attack. 
He will consent to accompany you without«a 
doubt. / 

f 

Promise him a reward if you^ arc pleased with 
him ; this will ceytainly do no harm. 

If an Arab comes and tells you that the lion Las 
just carried off an ox or a horse at some leagues 
from the douar near whicli arc encamped, pre¬ 
pare your baggage and go at once to the scene of 
the exploit. 

* If your guide says he knows the country, and 
has a friend living in it, take him with you; other¬ 
wise leave him behind, promising him a reward 
iff he cAn collect any good information by your re¬ 
turn. You will find a guide in the douar which 
has been plundered. 

Find out whether Ahe lion roars; if he is alone 
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or accompanied J)y otjier lions; get a description 
of him, but for greater certainty go yourself during 
the day with your guide along the paths which 
lead to the mountain, and try to discover the lion's 
foot-print. 

If the ground be dry, look for*a moist or even 
damp spot in the path, and when vou have found 
the lion's track, you can judge of its size and sex 
in the following mannerphfce your open hand on 
the foot-print, and if ^you* cannot cover the claws 
of the animal with your outspread fingers, you 
may conclude that it is a full-grown male lion. If 
your hand covers the foot, it is a lion-cub or a 
lioness. 

You must wait for a m^nlight night. Do not 
be impatient. You must wait; for to hunt the 
lion in the darkness of the night is an act of mad¬ 
ness of which I have often been guilty, but which 
has almost cost me my life on several occasions. 

It was ill the month of February, 181'5. I had had . 
the honour of receiving a beautiful gun from the 
Duke d'Anmale. 

I had killed two lions, and was longing to kill 
my third with this weapon, which has since served 
me in thirteen victories, and which is less dear to 
me from having been my companion and safeguaftl 
during three hundred nights than from being the 
gift of the prince. 

I. M 
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A fevec which I hadcauj^ht in my first excnrsioii 
prevented my taking any part in the ensuing mili¬ 
tary campaign. 

Hoping that tlic sea air would 'do mo good, I 
went to Bone towards the end of February. 

Owing to the^accounts I heard pf an enormous 
old lion who was mining Ins neightiours, in the 
vicinity of the ?amp of Drean, I sent for my wea- 
})ons from Ghelma, and left Bone on the 26th of 
Fcbruaiy. ** 

At five o’clock on the’ evening of the 27th, I 
reached the douar of tlic Ouled-Bou-Azizi, situate 
about half a mile from the retreat of the beast, 
who, according to the old men of the place, had 
lived there thirtv 

S' •/ 

I was told, on rny arrivaj, every evening at 
sunset the lion roared on leaving his den, and that 
in thejiight he descended into the plain still con¬ 
tinuing to roar. 

A meeting seemed inevitable, so I loaded my two 
guns. Hardly had I finished this operation, which 
always requires the ‘greatest attention, when I 
heard the roaring begin the mountain. 

My host ofiered to accompany me as far as the 
ford which the lion would have to cross on descend¬ 
ing the mountain. I gave him my second gun, and 
we started. 

It was tor> (lark to see at two steps distance. 
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After having walked through a wood for a quarter 
of an hour we reached the border of a brook that 
flows at the foot of tlie Zebel Krounfega. 

My guide, ihuch agitated by the roaring, which 
drew nearer and nearer, said, The ford is there.” 

I tried to reconnoitre my f)osition; but all 
around was so dark that T could not even see the 
Arab, although he touched me. 

As my eyes could distinguish nothing, I began 
to descend towards fKe brook, feeling all the way 
with my hands for the track of a horse or sheep. 
Tt was certainly well sheltered, and difficult of ac¬ 
cess. 

• Having found a stone, which I used as a seat, at 
the edge of the brook, aiui^ jfist beyond the ford, 
I sent away my* guid^, who wished for nothing 
better. 

While I was trying to make out the ground 
about me, he did not cease saying, Let us return 
to the dollar; the night is too dark; we will look 
for the lion to-morrow, during the day.” 

As he did not dare returir to the douar alone, he 
crouched down in a groqp of leiitiscs about fifty 
steps from me. 

After telling him not to move under any circum¬ 
stances, I todk my position on the stone. 

The lion was roaring still,,and drawing gradually 
nearer. 
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Havingi closed my eyes for some minutes, I saw 
on opening ithem that at my feet tiiere was a per¬ 
pendicular ditch, formed, no doubt, by the over¬ 
flowing of t|ie brook, which ran somfe yards beneath 
me; on the left, and at the very muzzle of my gun, 
was the ford." I formed my plan instantly. 

If it were possible to distinguish ttie lion in the 
bed of the river, I meant to Are at him there— 
the ditch being a means of protection for me in 
case I wounded him severefy! 

It might have been nine o'clock when I heard a 
roar, about a hundred yards beyond the brook. 
With my elbow on my knee, the but end of 
my gun on my shoulder, and my eyes Axed *on 
the water, which iStfald distinguish from time 
to time, I waited. , 

The time seemed long, when I heard, just in 
front of me, on the opposite side of the brook, a 
long, guttural moan. 

I raised my eyes in the direction of this strange 
sound, and perceived the eyes of the lion Axed on 
me, and looking like fwo red-hot coals. 

This Axed look drove-^ back all the blood in my 
veins to my heart. 

A minute before I shuddered with cold; now 
fhe perspiration streamed on my forehead. 

Any one who has not seen a full-grown lion in 
its wild state, may believe in the possibility of an 
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anu^d man struggling with it; but any person 
who has seen one, knows that a man wrestling with 
a lion is like a mouse in the claws of ^ cat. 

■iji 

I have said that I had already killed two 
lions, the smallest of which weighed five hundred 
poundf. The latter, with one ^movement of his 
claw, had stopped a horse at full gallop, and had 
killed both horse and man. From that period 
I was sufficiently well acquainted with their seve¬ 
rity to know what I»hs3:d to expect from leonine 
scratches. • 

Accordingly, I have never looked upon a dagger 
as a weapon to be depended on. 

•In case a lion should not fall beneath my first 
or second bullet (which is ^^ible enough), I have 
determined, wheq he sj)rings upon me and I resist 
the shock, to endeavour to force my gun down his 
throat up to the stock; then, if his powerful claws 
have neither thrown me to the ground nor piercc^^ 
me like a harpoon, I must either •attack him in 
the eyes or near the heart, according to the means 
of action left to me. . 

If I fall at Iiis attack, which is more than pro¬ 
bable, provided I have my two hands free, I shall 
feel for his heart with the left, and with the righT 
deal the blow. ^ 

If on the following day two bodies be not found 
entwined together, mine will not have left the field 
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of honour, and the lion^S will not be far from it. 
Thn daggeV will tell the rest. , 

I had just drawn my dagger from the sheath and 
placed it in the grodnd within reach, when the lion 
cast his eyes down towards the brook. 

I took a mental farewell of tho world, and maae 
a vow to die in a manner of which th<?se who were 
dear to me Avould be proud; yet when my finger 
moved softly towards the trigger, I was less agi¬ 
tated than the lion himself, who was about taking 
to the water. ^ 

I beard his first step-in the stream, which ran 
noisily and rapidly before us. Then all was silent. 
Was he standing still ? Was he coming towards 
me ? These were the questions I put to myself as 
I sought to pierce ttie%bscurity by which I was 
enveloped on all sides, wlien suddenly I thought I 
heard, close by on my left, the sound of his step in 
the mud. He had indeed come out of the brook, 
and was slowly ascending the steps of the ford, 
when a movement I happened to make caused him 
to stop. 

He was at four or five steps from me, and might 
spring upon me at any moment. 

It is useless to look for the sights of your gun 
when you can^t even see the barrel. 

fired as I best couldi with my head erect and 
both eyes open. 
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The flash enabled me to see an enormous hairy 
mass of indistijict form. A fearful roa/ rent the 
air—the lion was hors de combat, • 

The first cry of pain was followed by a series of 
dull, threatening moans. I heard the animal 
writhing in the mud on the edge of the brook, but 
after a short time all was silent. *. 

Thinking he was dead, I returned to the douar 
with my guide, who, from what he had been able 
to hear, also concluded that the lion was now no 
more. 

Of course I remained awake all night. 

At daybreak we reached the ford: but no lion ! 

•» * 

We conld only trace him by the blood as far as the 
stream. 

The day afterwards thc^Arabs of the district, 
who bore considerable ill will towards their noc¬ 
turnal visitor, being convinced* that he was dead, 
[iroposed to me to go out and look for him. 

There were sixty of us—some on foot and some 
on horseback. After several hours^ fruitless search, 
T returned to the douar and prepared to take my 
leave, when I heard sevend* shots and cheers from 
the direction of the mountain. There was no room 
for doubt—they bad found my lion. 

I started oflT at a gallop, and soon convinced my¬ 
self that this time, at all events, my hopes woiltd 
be realized. 
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The Arabs were fiyiifg in all directions, and 
shouting li^e demons. ^ , 

Some of ^them had reached the other side of 

V 

the brook j the others, to the number of ten, em¬ 
boldened by the fact that they were on horseback, 
and that the lion had only three legs at his dispo¬ 
sal, had formed a party to finish Kkn (as they 
said); they were commanded by the cheik, 

I had just passed the brook and was going to 
dismount, when I. saw ,tb^ ^horsen\pn, with the 
cheik at their head, turn round and start off at full 
gallop. r 

The lion was after them on his three legs, clear¬ 
ing the rocks and shrubs in far better style than 
the men on horseba(?k^, and uttering roars, which 
so terrified the horses that the riders had no longer 
any control over them. ‘ 

The horses were Istill galloping, but the lion had 

% 

stopped within an open space, in a haughty and 
threatening attitude. 

How grand he was with his jaws open, breathing 
menaces of death against all who were there I 
How grand he was, with his black mane stand¬ 
ing on end, and his tail beating angrily against 
his sides! 

^ He was about a hundred paces frpm the spot. 
1 dismounted, and called to one of the Arabs, who 
bad been keeping themselves at a safe distance, 
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to take my horse. Several of them ran towards 
me, and I was* obliged to leave my brnmous in 
their hands, in order to prevent them'putting me 
on my horse again and carrying me away. 

A few of them followed me, in order to dissuade 

T 

me from my project: but as by degrees I quickened 
my pace and drew nearer to the fion, their number 
diminished. At last one man only remained with 
me, and he was the guide of the previous day. I 
received you under tent,’^ he said to me, ** and 
will answer for you befr)re God and man. I will 
die with you.'^ » 

The lion had left the open space and had buried 
hknself in a mass of trees, which were close by. 

Walking with caution, r<qp^y to fire at any mo¬ 
ment, I tried in^vain to find the animars track. 
The soil was rocky, and the lion's wounds had 
ceased to bleed. 

I had just searched the trees forming the group, 
one by one, when my guide, who had remained a 
short distance from me, said— 

Death will not accept .you; you have passed 
close to the lion without being touched by him; 
if your eyes had only met his, you must have died 
without being able to fire a shot." 

I told hin* to throw some stones into the liog’s 
place of retirement. One of the shrubs opened, 
and, after looking on all sides, out sprang the lion 
in the direction of myself. He was at ten steps 
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from' me, iiis tail straiglit, his mane standing on 
end, liis ^neck extended. With ^lis broken leg 
hanging Jbatk, and his claws turned inwards, he 
had altogether the appearance of a dog pointing at 
game. , 

As soon as he made his appearance, 1 seated 
myself on the edrth, with the Arab^ behind me, 
shouting incessantly, Fire 1 why don’t you fire ?” 
—exclamations which he mixed up with his 
prayers. 

The lion made a boiind^ of four or five steps to¬ 
wards me, and was probably about to folio it up 
with another,’ when he suddenly found ^ 
struck with a bullet at about an inch above tlic >dght 

f * 

eye. He at once fell. 

My Arab was already returning thanks to God, 
when the lion turned round<and Vaised himself on 
his bind legs, like a horse rearing. 

Another ball, with a more fortunate result, found 
the animal’s heart, and at last stretched him dead 
on the ground. 

At this period I was not acquainted with the 
superiority of the nev^ carbine* over the ordinary 
gun. 

To make my shot penetrate to a greater extent, 
I substituted iron slugs for bullets. 

'I left you tiding to determine the age, sex, and 
size of the lion you were to attack. If you can 

* On the Minie principle. 
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ascertain nothing importaiit about the antraai, from 
the tact of his track not being discovereAle, start 
off some night, accompanied by your gmcle. 

Go over all the paths equented by the lion on 
his way to the Souars. 

Walk slowly, and make frequent halts. 

[n a woody country make yoifr guide conduct 
you quickly to a path which the animal frequents, 
and then place yourself so as to intercept his pro¬ 
gress ; then sit down by the* aide of a bush, and 
wait. ^ * 

Your guide ought to be at some steps from you, 
concealed in the wood; but as to that, you can 
)‘ely upon him for keeping himself entirely out of 
danger. Placed as we suppose you to be, you can¬ 
not be perceived by the auittfal until he is at the 
very muzzle of your carbine. 

And now pay attention to w^hat I have to say. 
The marauders have a thousand good reasons for 
not sparing you; therefore be constantly on your 
guard. If a man appears to you, let him see 
the end of your carbine, and order him to stand 
off. He has heard that you arc not ill-disposed 
towards him and his companions, and will pro¬ 
bably obey you. In any case be on the look-out, 
and do not get killed like a fool. 

When a lk)U appears, wait for him with yom? 
carbine at youi shotdder and yuur linger on the 
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trigger; ^ait until he is quite apposite to you,,nud 
directly he sees you he will stop, t 

The shoulder, is a fine place to aim at, but ha¬ 
zardous. On one occasion a Hon, ^fter being shot 
through the shoulder with two slugs, injured two 
of niy Arabs mogt severely, and lamed my spahi, 
R os tain. 

Aim, therefore, between the eye and ear, if the 
animal is looking at^ you sideways, and between 
the two eyes if he is faeir^g you. Fire, and lie 
must faR. Wait for a minute oh the defensive, 
and do not approach Vim until he gives no signs 
of life. 

K a hyaena presents itself you must let it pasp. 

The Arabs, as I before remarked, say, as 
cowardly as a hyacna,^^ and the Arabs are right. 

You have been told how vou are to act in case 
you meet the enemy. 

It is probable, however, that you will have to 
wander about the plains and mountains during the 
whole of the •'first moon without scseing any lion 
at all. Bo not let this discourage you. An Arab 
proverb says, There are a hundred douars, a hun¬ 
dred paths, a hundred fords for one lion.'^ 

The Arab proverb would be more coirect if it 
sfid that there were more than a thousand douars, 
a thousand paths, and a thousand fords for one 
lion. 
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Th proof of this I may mention, tbht 1 have 
passed six humfred nights in the ope|i air, going 
through the passes which were most frequented by 
lions, and waiting at all the best fords, a*nd that 
I have only met twenty-five lions. 

Kill a few wild boars, if such Jje your pleasure : 
it will be practice for your hand and eye; and then 
proceed to Ghelma. Introduce yourself to the 
commander of the district and to the director of 
the Arab Office; waif^ for the new moon, and go 
up to the Mahouna. (Tn the western slope of this 
beautiful mountain you will find the district of the 
Ouled-Hamzah. Pitch your tent with the cheik, 
afTd apply to him for a guide. 

During the day inspec;><lhe two paths which 
have been formed on Jthe side of this mountain; 
go down to the edge of Oued-Cherf, and recon¬ 
noitre the ford of Boulcrbcgh and that of the 
Swallows. 

You will find numerous places of ambush, which 
wxre consti’ucted by tlie Turks who hunted for 
Ahmed Bcv. • 

These places are fortifted. I had them repaired 
by the Arabs, with a view to retiring within them 
when overtalcen by storms. 

llemembef that these places of ambush hi^e 
been paade by cewards ^ir.d for cowards; and that 
if you used them, the Arabs would not fail to say 
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that if tlkit be your plan, they can kill lions as 
as you. , 

The Mahouna is the lion’s pleasure-garden; not 
oii(.‘ of tliesc poble travellers goes*froin the king¬ 
dom of Tunis to Morocco without stopping for 
some time in tha Mahouna. 

If on reaching it you do not find a big old lion, 
who is causing general terror by his roars, you will 
find at the fords, of which I havespokerf above, the 
tracks of some young Hohs^’ who have taken up 
their summer quarters on*the banks of the river. 

When you have discovered the footprints of seve¬ 
ral young lions in the sands of the river, tiy to 
find out by what path they come down from the 
w'ood, and then kets^pn the look-out as long as 
the moon lasts. ^ In all probability you will meet 
the leonine familv. 

You^must place yourself in a position from which 
you can command the ford, and fire downwards. 
Never, never under any circumstances fire upwards 
at a lion; even if your first sliot be successful, the 
animal has only to lii^’e two minutes in order to 
destroy you. 

At this ford of Boulerbegh, which I recommend 
to you, during a night in July, 1845,1 found my- 
i^lf opposite three lions of about thre® yeai*s of age. 
The foremost stopped cn seeiiig l:c, aud I sent it 
rolling into the ri^rr 



RULES FOR HUNTING THE LION. li>l 

# 

• 

if I had placed myself lower dow l than the 
path, this animJl, although it had both ijts shouldei^s 
broken, would certainly have, torn me to pieces; 
as it was, it Crawled towards me, and I was only 
saved by my elevated position, which prevented it 
reaching me all at once, and g%ve me time to re¬ 
load and send it back three times in succession into 
tlie river, where it at last remained. 

Do not pay particular ati^ntion to the number 
of footprints you mjy scfe. If the cubs are less 
than two years old, the^ are sure to be followed bv 
their mother. • 

Let them pass, and wait for the lioness herself. If 
thn cubs are very young, be cautious; for the mother 
will not wait to be attack^ by you. As soon as 
she perceives yoi^ she will act on tlie offensive, and 
it is no easy matter to come well out of such a 
combat. 

In November, 1846, a lioness had killed a horse, 
and dragged the body to the bottom of a ravine. 
I sat down at the foot of a lentisc, and waited for 
her. • 

The first night nothing appeared, the second 
night the same; the third, the mother came with 
her little ones, who were beginning to get rather 
big. One oi the latter ivas about to comme:^jpc. 
upon the horse, when the lioness; who was lying 
down and watching the proceedings of her cub, 
■happened to sec me. eves had scarcely met, 
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when witlkone hound she jumped on her offspring 
as if about tp devour it. Hie cub tohk to flight, and 
an instant afterwards the horse alone was before 
me. Suddenly, on my left and almost behind me, 
I heard something like the rustle which would be 
made by a mouse lYunning over a bush, and look¬ 
ing towards the side whence it appeared to pro¬ 
ceed, saw first of all two large paws, then a pair of 
long mustachios, then ran enormous nose. 

My gun was at my shouMer, my linger was on 
the trigger, and just as an eye appeared to me fixed 
and staring, an iron sli% was fortunate enough to 
reach its mark. 

The lioness will never attack you openly. When 
she first of all sees she remains still; if you 
aim at her she lies down, apd will keep so close to 
'fhe ground that it will be impossible to distinguish 
her. * 

She will then raise her head, and if your gun be 
no longer at your shoulder she will get up and 
pretend to go away. 13 ut she will not go unless 
her cubs arc already at a considerable distance. 

If the cubs are anywhere near you, the lioness, 
whom you think a long way off, will crawl towards 
you, and suddenly spring upon you when you least 
expect her. • 

‘^Accordingly be prudent, cautious, and vigilant. 

If you pass the Summer season in the Mahouna, 
some evening, ’wlrtle you arc sipping your coffee 
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outside your tent, you wilf hear a noise rifsembliiig 
the distant roar»of artillery, which will be repeated 
from echo to echo along the lUountains* 

There is no fortified place in this region, and the 
cannon at Ghelma is only fired at noon. E;ise and 
go outside the douar, that yoxi ni|Ly hear better. 

Never l .xs your ear been struck with a more 
harmonious, magnificent, and imposing sound. 

Attention! do not lose a ijote. 

Some great old licaa who arrived the previous 
night, and whose moaiJfe are shaking mountains, 
has just left his lair. • 

He is walking along with his eyes halfishut; he 
is-^et'yet quite awake 

In a short time he will hay-aeihaken off his drowsi¬ 
ness, and he will ^len begin to roar. 

The Arabs have heard him; they call for you 
from every side; are looking for you everywhere. 

If you were to attend to them you would start 
instantly and kill this lion before he had visited 
half his domains. , 

Young and old will crouch around you, and 
listen with solemn respect^to the voice before which 
:ill others are silent—that voice which tells of the 
strength and courage of the strongest and most 
courageous artimal on the face of the earth. 

Observe the Arabs; their conduct is both curious 

■M 

and instructive. 

As soon as the lion is silent they ell begin speak- 
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ing at ^ncc, uttering the loudest imprecations 
against it, and applying to it th& most offensive 
epithets. 

Birectly the lion begins to roar Again, the word 
remains unfinished ou their lips, and they do not 
miss a sound which the animal utters. 

Do not be in too great a hurryHo make your 
attack. The lion, having Just arrived, is sure to 
remain in the country about a month. He has 
good lairs, flocks and hercks everywhere, water in 
abundance. What could'he want more ? 

If the moon is good, go about half a league 
nearer, in order to hear the lion's roar more plainly, 
and get accustomed to it. The nearer you appr^ch 
it, the more you wiUihe,moved by the sound, which 
is altogether unequalled. , 

Tf the animal appears to b® coming towards you, 
leave tjie path, and go a few stex)s into the'w^ood. 
i^ou will thus he able to hear the roar close by, 
and I can assure you that it will frighten you. 

Stop where 30U are until the morning. The 
next day you will probably hear that the lion has 
killed a few oxen, hors^es, or mules: an old lion 
seldom goes out at night without some result. Go 
and sit down at ten paces from tjie horse, ox, or 
raule which the Hon has killed. 'Place yourself 
in -such a manner that you will command the 
lion’s position on his arrival/ He eats slowly, and 
will do you the honour to look at you from time 
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to^time, as if to ask yt)u what you ^rc doing 
there. ^ 

Aim between the two eyes^ and kill with the first 
shot. ^ 

If you have passed two nights without seeing 
the lion, make up your mind that he is foraging in 
some other direction, * 

In the meanwhile we wdll suppose that the moon 
is fall; it rises at dusk, and sets at daybreak. 

You have been abjp tq study the routes which 
the animal generally firequents, and know which 
path it is likely to take oi^ leaving its lair. 

Start on your expedition at sunset; go and sit 
Hpwn^nn a rock which commands the lair, and wait 

there. ^ 

• *** 

At the first roar listen attentively, so as to dis- 
cover which direction the lion is taking If he is 
coming towards you, you will only have a few steps 
to take; if he is going in a contrary direction, and 
you cannot cut off his advance, you must wait for 
his return. When he has done his night’s work, 
he will be sure to come back. 

This side of the mountain being covered with 
wood, and intersected by* deep ravines, the lion has 
only two paths to select from on his way to the 
douars; so that it will be easy for you to meet him. 

When the roar is drawing nearer, and the lion 
appears to be on the same path as yourself, walk 
towards him. 
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The oxks and wild olive-trees, which run in Mhes 
along the ^path, intercept the raysfof the moon in 
some places so oompleiely that you can scarcdiy 
see your own feet. • 

To meet the lion under these circumstances 
would he fatal;, you must accordingly look for 
some spot where you will he ahle td* make use of 
your eyes. Then sit down and wait. 

Whether the lion,advances at that rapid pace 
which he adopts on leaving Ms laii^, or having com¬ 
pleted his night^s exploits is returning slowly home, 
wagging his enormous head from side to side, as 
soon as he perceives you in his path he will stop. 

If you remain sitting he will advance' siOrt\dy 
towards you with his^itQse to the ground like a hull. 

At one moment he will ^roar .enough to deafen 
you, at the next he will utter the most frightful 
moans. 

% 

Do not lose sight of him for a single instant, and 
keep your eyes fixed constantly on his. 

If he leaves the path to go and sharpen his claws 
at a neighbouring tree^ you must make ready for 
him. ^ 

Here he comes: be prudent and self-possessed. 

The slightest precipitation would be your de¬ 
struction. He sees your weapons, aUd none of bis 
movements escape you. 

He will not attack yOu until after your first 
shot. 
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tv lien you aim at liim he will lie dowi^ opposite 
you like a cat, • ^ 

In this positbii h$ 6ti|Sr to you the 

upper part of hPU head^ and you may 

be, I do not adviae yt>U taking 

your gun from yOuV ahouldt^i oir youle eyes from 
the eyes of the lion* lake a few steps eMlier t# the 
right or left, aoeOtdtt^ to whidh side happens to 
be the best lighted by the moon. 

If you go too faT,^lhe diou will t^iuk you are 
about to fire at his body, and wdl accordingly turn 
round so as still to preseut^othifig but his head to 
y ou; accordingly you must only talcS two or three 
steps, "and as soon as the temple is nejtrly opposite 
^ou, aim between the eye ajv^the ear, and press the 
tugger. . , * 

One of two things now takes place; eithm? the 
lion 1*3 killed instantaneously^ or before you can 
ascertain the eflbct of your shot you are down on 
your back beneath the lion, who covers you with 
his body, ftnd holds you tighidy in his power¬ 
ful claws. But you are mot yet dead for all 
that. s 

If your shot has been well aimed, and has met 
with no obstacle to turn it from its course, you 
w ill get off With some dozen wounds from the How's 
claws, of which you may get cured. Provided the 
liou does not touch you With Ids mouth, and 
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only lives for a few seconds^ you may manage to 
get off alive; 

In any oaac^ you liave a dagger, 

and, if you tiave fiot Jour fall, strike 

quicldy, and in the p:o^ 

If the lion dies' on the spot, thank^ Heaven and 
St. flubert, and begin again. 

One piece of advice must not he forgotten : 
whenever you are dealing with a Ml-gfown lion, 
mind that your movements are rajjid,^ If prccipi- 
’lation may cost you your life, delay in making the 
ittack may alap be fatal to you. 

The lion bournes impatient, and has onlv^tp 
spring upon you^ while you are aiming at him, and 
you are disarmed iind^*n to pieces without liaving 
fired a shofL 

And now that you have delivered the moun¬ 
taineers fironl their enemy, now that you have been 
able to see the effect which your success has cv- 
ercised upon these men whom nothing would 
appear to affect, go to other districts and seek for 
fresh victories* 

You may be certain that henceforth your repu¬ 
tation will precede you^ and that yOu will be bap¬ 
tized "thelionJkiller*” The iebd-Archioua, and 
the environs of Medjea-Amar in the district of 
Ghelma, are favourite morte of travelling lions. 

Get on the track of one of these fine old lions 
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wLo are seeking for some liappy land ir» wljicli to 
terminate tlieir* career. 

Follow him from night to moSlalng, mtem moun¬ 
tains and plains. lyheU at break of you hear 
his last roar you will know that "he’firpJ remain 
where he is until the evening. ^ 

Get your horse, which suppose yOu to have 
left at some distance behind, take a little rest, and 
in the evening approach the^ lion’s lair. 

lict his first roar he your signal for preparing 
to attack him. ^ , 

If he goes off in another direction, try tdl you 
can to find some path by which you can cut off his 
pio^rbss. 

Let nothing stop you.^ Follow him across the 
country, and n^cr numerous long marches and 
much fatigue and trouble you will at last find 
yourself opposite your enemy ; an interview of a 
few minutes will then make amends for all the rest. 

Never kill a marauder if you can possibly help 
it. If you are forced to do so, never set foot again 
in the country where you liave shot him. 

I^n the districts where you are known to them 
you will have nothing to fear; indeed they need 
only know that you are in the nrfghbourhood to 
avoid wandering about at night iU your direction. 

Never go out whendt-is not moonlight. 

Put your carbine at full cock directly you leave 
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your tent> and do not uncock it until after yertar 
return. • 

Walk quietly, tmd examine the ground in front 
and around yon. • 

stop frequently to listen. ^ 

Whenever you ^me to a passi^ a foi’d, or a path 
the sides of which are jBovered, kec]^ yourself in 
readiness to fire at a moment’s notice. 

A lion may have heard you or seen you, and may 
be waiting dose by tp springyipon you. Marauders 
may do the same. ^ ^ 

When you have killed* some half dozen lions by 
night, you can, without compromising your repu¬ 
tation or losing the esteem of the Arabs, attatflr«n 
lion at sunset, drawiag^him out of his lair by 
means of a live bait. ^ 

In order that you may understand this mode of 
killing the lion/ which differs from all those pre¬ 
viously described, I will here give the history 
of my last campaign.. 

Some days after the return of the expedition to 
Kabylia in July, 1853,#I left Constantine to go to 

■k 

the Aur^ Mountains, where I had heard there was 
an old lion, in the neighbourhood of Krenchcla. 

The natives, driven to despair with the losses 
wlqph he had inflicted on them, had assembled to 
the number of two or tliree hundred, in order to 
kill him or drive him away from the country. 
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Vhe attack took place at sunrise. At lioon five 
hundred shots find been fired, the Arabs carried 
one killed and six wounded, and the lion 
remained master of the field of battle. On my 
arrival in tlie valley of the Ourten on the ISth of 
July, I received a deputation freyn each douar in 
th(^ neighbourhood, and after the usual compliments 
a proposition was made that every one in the dis¬ 
trict should take up arms. , 

Just then Sidi-Om:^, the marabout, came for¬ 
ward and addressed me, in these words:— 

If it please God to blwss your arms, in a few 
days our wives and children shall come here undcr- 
Ti'PaLn^this tree to count with eye^s and fingers the 
teeth of the mMefactor, an<J kiss the hand which 
brings peace to oijr mountains.^’ 

^At this speech of the marabout, the proposi¬ 
tion for taking up arms generally, was abandoned, 
and every one went back to his tent thinking that 
there was now no hope for the lion. 

If I had listened to Sidi-Omar I need not have 
left the place where I was ‘standing, for the lion 
was to come there of his <jwn accord and get killed. 

That very day, however, I selected some men 
wlio were to set out at dawn on the day foUowiiig, 
(^nch one in Iris OAvn direction, to find out by wltat 
path the lion proceeded to and from his lair. 

On the 19th the lion had made an extensive 
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circuit in'the plain; and the outlookcrs, not beifig 
able to get on his track, watched the lioness, 
who was reported to me as being in a wood of about 
ten acres in extent. ^ 

At seven in the evening I on the watch for 
her; at eight abo*came out at about six paces from 
mefand fell at the third shot. * 

On the 20th there was a general rendezvous at 
noon in the garden of Our ten. Foreseeing that 
the outlookers would have ^reat deal of trouble, as 
the lion would be wandering about in search of his 
better half, I had made the time of meeting two 

'll 

hours later than on the previous day. 

The lion, after beating up all the path9^*"?md 
searching in all the iaiys, had killed a mule and 
two oxen in one of the mountain dpuars; after which 
he ascended the mountains towards the south. 

His Iasi traces were at thrge leagues from the 

iff 

place of meeting. 

At four o'clock I got on horseback, and rode to 
the front, where the track had been lost. 

After sending my horse away, I waited for the 
night, in order to beat up the path which the lion 
had taken the^^vening before. At about eleven 
o'clock, not having met him, and hearing the Arabs 
aTxd dogs of the douars at* the fpot of^the mountain 
make a great noise, I thought the lion had taken 
some other path, and went home to my tent. 
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For three clays in succession we took the same 
pains to discover the lion_, but without effect. 

On tbc 24th an Arab was sent 4o me to say 
that the lion was in a wood called Tafrcnt, and 
that since the 20th he had killed eight oxen. 

I went off with this man, nty spahi, and the 
outlookcrs, leaving my tent at Ourten, and taking 
nothing with me but my arms. 

I passed the night of the 24th outside the douar 
which he had so latO^y visited, but he did not 
make his appearance. 

On the 25th my men informed me that the lion 
had c^me out of the wood on the preceding even¬ 
ing, but that they could not ascertain whctlier ho 
luid returned to it. • 

In order to sitve the men trouble, I took up 
my position on the confines of the wood. 

I was joinod on the same day by M. de Roden- 
burgh, a Dutch officer, who had gone through 
tlie expedition to Kahylia with us, and who was 
anxious to experience more of tliose violent emo¬ 
tions, the recollection of which never leaves us. 
lie arrived at Ourten, where he had pitched his 
tent by the side of mine, on the l#th. 

At about ten in the evening, the. lion was roar- 
ing within half a league from the douar, and* at 
raiditight he carried off a sheep at a few paces 
from US. 
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On the 26th an order was sent to all the douars 
not to let either men or cattle leav^ the tents until 
the outlookers had returned, so that the track of 
the lion might not be effaced by any other. 

On the same day Bil-Kassem-Bil-Eouchet 
brought me the foJlowing report:— 

I take the lion from the time oV his leaving 
the douar; I find the skin of the sheep he ate last 
night; I follow him teethe edge of the brook where 
be drank, and then give up track to Amar-Ben- 
Sigha, my comrade, whose ibotprints I recognised 
at this spot/' ‘ 

Amar arrived just as this report concluded. 

His countenance was radiant; he had no'TO!!!- 
sion to speak; every 04ic^ could see that he hacl dis¬ 
covered the animal's retreat, and was certain of 
what he was going to state. 

The Arabs, as he passed among them, pulled the 
skirts of his burnous, and interrogated him both by 
word and gesture, but he remained silent. The 
joyful look which overspread his countenance 
alone announced the secret, which he would have 
wished to confide to me ajone. 

This was his i^ort:— 

I find the lion drinking at the brook of Tafrent, 
where he must have made a pause. • 

1 foUow him through a burnt wood, which you 
can see from here, and at the extremity of which 
he must have remained until daybreak, to judge by 
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the number of marks oA the trees wliicli he has 
made in sharpening his claws. 

On leaving the burnt wood, the lion crosses a 
torrent whicl^ forms the eastern boundary of the 
wood of Tafrent, into which he next enters. I turn 
the wood by followfng the course of the stream to the 
south-west, and then taking the path to the north. 

^^Thc lion did not come out on the other 
side, and, accordingly, I returned to the track, 
wliich I had marked by leaving my burnous on it, 
and followed him tli^ough the wood to within 
gunshot of his lair. , 

The men wlio accompanied me now became 
X»’’g^?4;ened, and accordingly I returned without 
making the least noise, being convinced that the 
animal liad taken up his 'abode at the foot of the 
white rock, known in the country as thelion^s rock.'^ 
The lion once discovered, it was only necessary 
to choose between the difterent modes of attack. 

The first consists in proceeding with considerable 
noise towards his lair, whicli makes him come out 
to meet the hunters, wdio \yait for him in a com¬ 
manding position. 

In the second, the animal is followed to his lair, 
and surprised sleeping. In tlie fhird, he is drawn 
out by meang of a live bait, ^ 

Amar-Ben-Sigha having assured me that it was 
impossible to attack him in his lair, on account of 



20() HULKS FOR IIUNTIHG THE LION. 

the thickness of the wood, I decided in favour of 
the bait. 

At seven in the evening I started, followed by 
my spahi Hamida, and my two ontlookers carry¬ 
ing my arras and leading a goat. 

At half-past seven we reached Araar’s track, which 
I w^as not sorry to find. 

1 was also pleased to find the lion’s track very 
distinct in the bed of the torrent, from whicli I 
decided that he was an pld lion of large size, and 
beyond a doubt my friend of the Krciichela. 

• The lair w'as situate on the southern slope of the 
mounlain, at less than a hundred paces from the 
ravine. On the opposite side, and quite 
edge of the same ravine, I found an open space of 
about ten square yards in extent, surrounded by 
lofty trees, and at about a hundi’cd and fifty yards 
distance from the lion^s stronghold. 

Whilst owe of my men was fastening the goat to 
the I’oot of a tree in the middle of the open space, 
and the other was giving me my arras, the lion 
made his appearance at the foot of the rock, and 
began watching us. 

I lost no time in taking up my position on the 
confines of the wood opposite the lion, and at five 
or six paces from the goat, who, seeing my attend¬ 
ants disappear into the wood, cried out with all its 
might, and made great efforts to get close to me. 
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'‘Tlie lion had disappeated. l)oubtfes» he was 
advancing towa/ds me under cover of the wood. 

I had just cut down a few branches witli my 
dagger, fearing they might interfere'with my aim, 
and was going to sit down, when the goat sud¬ 
denly became silent and trembled all over, looking 
first toward:, me, tlien towards the ravine, wliich 
I understood to mean : — 

The lion is there ; 1 feel lie i*-? coming j 1 hear 
him ; he is coming; I scq him.^^ 

Indeed, in the first^ instance the goat had only 
recognised the presence c^f the lion by its scent; 
afterwards, when it heard the aniinars steps, I saw 
.such was tlie case by tlie jerking of its ears. 
Tlvo lion of course became visible to myself and 
the goat at tlie same time*. 

He ascended the side of the ravine slowly, and 
stopped on the edge of the open space at about 
twelve paces from me. 

lie was exactly facing, and his fine forehead 
made a capital target. Twice did I lower my car¬ 
bine, twice did I aim at liiyi between the two eyes, 
twice did my finger gently touch the trigger; but 
the gun did not go ofiV I '^vas glad of it. 

I had not seen such a largo majestic lion for two 
years, and I,was about-to kill him without giyng 
myself time to admire him. 

The noble animal, as if he had understood my 
thoughts, liad lain down, and after crossing his 
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enormous paws, bad pljftied his head upon tlieni as 
upon a pillow. r. 

Without paying the least attention to the goat, 
which was paralyzed with fear, he examined me 
with much interest, now winking his eyes, which 
gave a most benign expression' to liis countenance; 
now ojjcning them to their fidl sizef, which made 
me, in spite of myself, touch the trigger of my car¬ 
bine'. The lion seemed to be saying to himself:— 
Just this moment I saw some men and a goat in 
this open space ; the men Went away, and the goat 
remained by itself: I ycach tlie spot, and find by 
the side of the goat another man dressed in red 
and blue, such as I never saw before, and wh^ki- 
stead of taking to flight at my approach, waits as 
if he wished to speak to mc.^' 

Then, as the shades of evening were lowering, he 
seemed to add :— 

^^Dinner'^ime js drawing near; whichwould be the 
best to eat, the goat or the red man? Yesterday^s 
sheep was much better than this goat, but the sheep 
are such a long way pff. lied men arc perhaps 
good as a general rule, but this one seems thin.^^ 
The last reflection ai)]:)arently determined him; 
for he got up and walked forward three steps, with 
his eyes fixed on the goat. 

With the carbine at my shoulder and my finger 
on the trigger, I followed all his movements, ready 
to tire at the proper moment. Twice he seemed 
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on the point of darting at the goat^ down 

like a cat about*to make a spring. 

I thought the rope which fastened the goat 
might give hiiil some uneasiness, and at last saw 
that he suspected snare, as he began walking 
to and fro on the edge of the open space, showing 
me his teeth whenever he stopped. 

The game was becoming too serious—it was 
time to put an end to it. 

Taking advantage o\a 'moment when he was 
turning his side towards me, at twelve paces dis¬ 
tance and on the edge of thfe ravine, I hit him with 
my first shot in the middle of the shoulder, and 
immediately afterwards with my second, in nearly 
the same place. « 

Pierced through* and through by the steel-pointed 
bullets, the lion rolled like an avalanche down ‘o 
the bottom of the ravine. 

My men, convinced that the lion must be dead, 
were collecting persons to carry away the carca.^t. 

In the meanwhile I was following his progress in 
the bed of the ravine by the* traces of blood which 
he left behind, and found .that lie had retired into 
a dark, thick, almost impenetrable thicket, at 
about twenty yards distance. 

In order td ascertain the state of the case^at 
t once, I threw a stone into the thicket, and was 
answered by a dull, guttural roar, alternately plain¬ 
tive and threatening - a year wliich spoke of deatii. 
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and which proceeded from alx)ut twenty paces 
distance. * 

This roar froze my heart, reminding me of the 
lion of Mejez-Amai^ who, six years'previously, un¬ 
der similar circumstances, ha<l* mutilated, beneath 
my eyes, and in ?^pite of my bullets, my spahi Ros- 
tain and two Arabs. 

I went down on my knees at the extremity of 
the thicket, but sought in vain to penetrate its 
darkness. I could not sej,e beyond the foremost 
b**anches, which were reddened with the lion’s 
blood, 

After having made a mark in the ground, so 
that I might recognise the place where tH^ion 
went in, I was about fo withdraw when my men 
returned. 

I had the greatest trouble to prevent them 
going into^ the thicket, where the lion, they main¬ 
tained, must be lying dead. 

It was useless to tell them that I was sure he 
was still alive, and that it would be impossible for 
us to see him before he sprang upon one of us, 
while we should be sure to find him quite dead the 
next morning. These brave fellows, by way of 
reply, laid down their burnouses on the ground, 
and requested, me to take care of them until they 
returned. 

Two minutes afterwards I . had disencumbered 
myself of everything which could arrest my pro- 



RULES FOR HUNTING THE LION. 211 

■» 

^ • 

gress; I had given my carbine to'Amar-ben- 5)^ghl^ 
and my‘'two ^stols to Bil-Kassem. 1 told my 
spahi to follow me with a loaded gun. whicli I had 
intrusted to Kim, and which he was to hold in 
readiness at my sid^. 

After telling my men to keep* as close as pos¬ 
sible to me, 1 entered with them and M. de lloden- 
burgh, who had just arrived. After walking 
about fifteen paces, we arri.ved at a small open 
space, where all traces pf blood ceased. 

Night was coming on, and our expedition was 
getting more and more dangerous; for in a few 
minutes all would be dark. 

Suddenly the gun of one of the Arabs went off 
by accident in the midst #of us, without any one, 
however, being injured,; but the lion began to roar 
at a few paces distance, and all the men came and 
grouped themselves around me. Hardly had the 
lion appeared on the edge of the open space, with 
his mouth wide open and his mane standing on end, 
when eight shots w'ere fired at him simultaneously 
at random, and without hitting him. 

Just as he was about, to spring, I fired in the 
direction of his heart, and stopped him, but not 
until he had seized one of the men in his claws. 

Aiming now at his temple, I pressed the trigger 
of the second barrel, and, for the firs! time in ten 
years, ray carbine missed fire. 

My first impulse was to hold out my hand to- 
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wards my spahi Hamida, who, with his features 
contracted,, his eyes sunken, and trembling all 
over, could scarcely whisper to me the words, 
Not loaded/^ 

My second gun had been fir<pd. The imprudent 
man had joined the others in their volley, and we 
Avere now at the mercy of the lion. * 

Fortunately for all of us, the animal at this 
moment fell dead to the ground. 

The next day we went, followed by a numerous 
escort, to the wood where the lion was lying, and, 
bv means of a stretch ei formed out of the trunks 
of trees, carried him into the open space, where 
on the previous day he had done me the hondiir ol 
granting me such a long ietc a-tete. 

After having the skin take,n off, and observing the 
eficct of my bullets, T abandoned the carcase to the 
Arabs, who rushed upon it like a pack of hounds, 
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CHAPTER XI. 

^ THE LAST SHOT. 

On tbe 2Pth I was getting ready, previously to 
taking my departure for Coustautine, when my tent 
was invaded by five or six women, who came in 
sobbing bitterly, as if a gj’oat misfortune had hap¬ 
pened to them. . 

•. As their sobs went on increasing, and their con¬ 
cert was anything but interesting, 1 was glad to 
find that they were only complaining of some lion 
who had just amved a'nd killed three oxen. 

I hastened to stop the noise, by assuring them 
that I would not leave the district until I had put 
to death the terrible animal who had caused them 
so much distress. 

The tears ceased as if by enchantment, and the 
ladies went off talking joyfully together, as if they 
had just heard some excellent news. 

The (louar to which the oxen which had been 
killed by the* lion belonged was close to my tent, 
and I accordingly sent for the watchmen to tel] 
me what had really taken place, and enable me to 
take proper measures on the foUowmg day. 
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I learned, that at abQut six o’clock in the even¬ 
ing, just as the herd was coming down from the 
mountain, the oxen had been dispersed in all direc¬ 
tions, and that when they were coll6cted again 
there were three oxen missing. 

They had neither seen the fxen, nor any trace-s 
of the lion, but they were certain, from the terror 
of the herd, that a lion had appeared, and haO 
taken the missing animals. 

I told them to find the remains of the oxen early 
the next morning, to leavf^ the carcase of which 
the least had been eaten, after covering it over witli 
branches to preserve it 'from the vultures, and to 
expose the remains of the two others in some^open 
place, so that the birds of prey might eat them 
during the day, < 

On the 30th, at six in the evening, I went to¬ 
wards the mountain, guided by one of the watch¬ 
men of the*^douar, and followed by two men who 
carried my arms. 

After we had been walking through the wood for 
about an hour, we came to the bones which had 
been left by the vultures, and being sure that if the 
lion came here, he at all events would not stop, 
we went on until we reached a bush, by the side of 
which the other ox had been killed. 

After removing the branches whicli covered the 
carcase, 1 £>uud that it was almost untouched, 
having nothing but a bite in the throat, and the 
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mark of a claw in the shqulder. It h^d evidently 
been killed by a young lion or a lioness. 

Not being aSle to find the animal's footprints, 
on account of the rocky nature of the soil, I exa¬ 
mined the marks of.the teeth and claws with much 
care, and at last cc^neluded that I should have to 
deal with a full-grown lioness. * 

The habitual resort of the lions who came to the 
mountain was at about five hundred yards distance, 
and beneath me. Satisfied 'that the lioness would 


come from below, I sv.nt my attendants a hundred 
yards higher up, and looked out for the most con¬ 
venient place to take uj/ my position in. I liad 
^ust placed my arms down near a stone, which 
appeared to afford rather a commodious seat, and 
was about to sit down, when down in the valley I 
saw the lioness taking#the direction of Krenchela. 

After following this direction for some distance 
she left it, crossed a small plain, and took a path 
leading to a spring which I had known some time 
as a place frequented by lions. A quarter of an 
hour afterwards I saw her come back by the same 
path, and enter the brushwood which surrounds 
tlie lair. 


I sat down on the stone and prepared to receive her. 

I found myself in the midst of a thicket, with¬ 
out the least* open space near me, and I could enly 
see a portion of* the ox which was to servers ,a 
bait, although it was only a few paces from toe. 
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1 saw tlikt it would be impossible to have two 
Ahots at -fhe lioness, and that I must either kill her 
with the first, or at all events put^ her in such a 
position that she would be incapable of doing me 
any harm. ^ 

Time had worn on, and nig};:t was beginning to 
fall, when tlic lioness began to roar from the 
ground beneath me, and not far from the place 
where the remains of the two ox(iu had been left 
for the vultures. 


A short time afterwards A heard the sound of 

her footsteps in the wood; then, by degrees, as 

she drew near, I heard ^ a kind of dull rattle at 

regular intervals, which was nothing but the sound 

* ^1^ 

of her breathing. 

1 calculated that she was at fifteen paces distance, 
and pointed my carbine in her direction, in order 
to fire directly she appeared. 

It had be^n fated that this expedition should be 
one of excitement for me. TTie reader will imagine 
what I must have felt when, looking for the sights 
of my carbine, I found that it was too dark to 
distinguish thejn. I ^iould just see the ends of 
the barrels. A few minutes more, the lioness 
would be standing before me, and I should see 
nothing. 

There was not a moment to hesitate. 1 got up 
and, 30 ^lked towards her, making *as little noise as 
possible, and I'eady to fire. 
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’’After walking five or Six paces forward, trying 
to penetrate tke darkness in which the wood was 
wrapped, I perceived half of her body between two 
trees. , 

She was erect ai^ motionless, listening, without 
doubt, to a noise for which she could not account. 

The fore part of the body was concealed, almost 
as far as the shoulder. I aimed as well as I could 
just beneath the shoulder—^the road to the heart. 

It was in vain that I stooped down to see beneath 
the smoke what the effect of my shot bad been, and 

F 

to fire another. I could spe nothing. 

However, my shot was replied to by a I’oar of 
-itappy omen, and my practised ear told me that the 
animal was mortal!v wounded. 

Indeed the lioness, whom I had been able to see 

* • . 

as long as she was standing up, was now concealed 
from me by the trees, and was in fact stretched 
-jut on the ground, where she remained roaring and 
vrithing about. She was evidently wounded in a 
dangerous manner. 

Not being anxious just, then to run the risk 
of having to accompany her out of the world, I 
determined not to go near her until the following 
day, when she would, in all probability, be dead. 
Accordingly I went home with ray attendants, who 
had heard everything, and were of opinion, like 
myself, that we Ijad disposed of the lioness. 
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Great the joy of all >vheii wc returned to the 
douar, the woraen insisting on acpompanyiiig us 
to the place on the following day, in order to see 
the animal before it was skinned, ^d choose the 
best pieces of the flesh. On the 31st, before sun¬ 
rise, I reached the place wh^re the lioness had 
fallen the previous evening, accompanied by the 
men of the douar. After having directed that no 
one should advance any further, I went with my 
spahi to the place where the animal had been shot. 
The lioness had gone, hut, dead or alive, could not 
be far oft', I kept on my guai d, and took dare 
never to lose sight of the traces of blood, and to 
keep the lioness on lower ground than mysdf^. 
With this view, every time I came near a bush 
which could hide her ffom my eyes, I made my 
spahi throw stones, so as to*' draw her out or make 
her roar, if she was there. This manoeuvre suc¬ 
ceeded perfeetly. I had just crossed an open 
space, where the lioness had been lying some time, 
to judge by the blood which she had left there, and 
arrived on the borders of a very thick wood, when 
my spahi threw a stone at a few paces in front of me. 

The same roar issued 'which I had heard some 
days before while following another lion which was 
wounded. In this case, however, I knew perfectly 
what I was about, and was sure to bring the aflPaii 
to'a'^ood conclusion without sustaining any injury. 
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In the first place, it was daylight, and plenty 
of time; in the, second place, I had only Jp deal 
with a lioness who had lost nearly all her blood, 
and I knew th|it she had t^ut three legs to walk 
with. 

Success was not cfoubtful; l!ut as, at the end of 
the three leg which she retained,® there were large 
paws, armed with strong claws, and as the teeth 
which had strangled three bulls ought to be re¬ 
spectable ones, I took measures to prevent the 
lioness from treatingme likethe herbivorous animals 
of the preceding day. 

The wood into which siie had retired was so 
•Jiick, that if I had wished to follow her, it would 
have been impossible for me to sec her without 
touching her, and I should have been caught and 
torn in pieces before being able to fire. Never¬ 
theless I confess, to my shame (for it would have 
been madness to do so), that if I had had no other 
means of finishing her, I should have trusted to 
chance, which had so miraculously assisted me the 
preceding evening. 

But as there was a good open space to attract 
her into, I resolved to prbfit by it. Whilst I was 
burning some brambles, to prevent the animal 
from coming ^ut of its lair, my spahi brought me 
from Krenchela some guns which I wanted. Affer 
loading them, I gave four to the Arabs, 
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told to c5iuib !i tree, to lire all at otice, and to urter 
loud qides- as soon as I gave the s^ignal. 1 called 
one of the Arabs, who was on horseback, and 
sent liiin to a distance of thirty places from the 
entrance to the wood, with^ orders to remain 
motionless until tlie lioness’should appeal', and 
then to come to me as fast as his hoi'Ae could carry 
him, but to keep out of the direction in which 1 
was going to fire. I sat down a few paces in 
front of the tree on wliicli my men had climbed, 
having near me my spahi to give me my arms 
when wanted. 

In the meantime the crowd of spectators, wlu) 
until this moment had been talking noisily in tl * 
middle of tbc open space*, now suddenly staricMl oil 
in all directions. Tlie incii climbed the highest 
trees, the women running to a rock of a respectable 
height, at tlui top of which they took refiigi*. 
When I saw* the space' clear, t called to the horse¬ 
man who had to draw the lioness out to be on his 
guard, and made a sign to the men in the tree to 
fire. 

On hearing the shots the lioness roared with 
anger, and at the first sliout from the Arabs, ap¬ 
peared on the borders of the #ood, and without 
slipping an instant rushed after the horseman, who 
had set spurs to his horse on seeing her. Although 
slie*^had only tliree legs her springs frightened me. 
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so’raiich was she gaining*on the Arab, tvho was 
nevertheless exhausting hirUself in his efforts to 
escape. She was stopped by a bullet* which I 
tired into her »hcad at forty paces distance^ and 
which made her stagger, but did not bring her 
down. 

. '» 

The horsepiauj who had continued his flight, had 

now reached me, when the lioness started again, 
this time straight at me. I had had time to take 
rny second gun, and at twenty paces slie received 
two balls in her chest. She fell, as though struck 
l»y a ththiderbolt, and 1 tjiouglit her dead, when 
Aio rose, and, show ing ail her teeth, endeavoured to 
•"i^ach me; but this was iict last effort, for she 


I'ulh'd over, uttering a roar of pain, 
answered by a formidable shout from 


which was 
tin* Arabs. 


Tlie lioness did not receive her deathblow until the 


arrival of the w'oinon, wlio were the first to brave 
lier claws and teeth, which, however, - were now 
poweiless. 

As tlic curiosity of those ladies appeared 
likely to keep me there tiU evening, I persuaded 
them to go away, and promised them that they 
sliould return to see the lioness and choose 
their pieces before my tent, where I had ordered 
the carcase to.>be taken. By means of a stretcl^er 
made of guns and branches of trees, we mai iag ed 

take it to Ourten, where, after having it skinned. 
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I gave it up to the Arabs. The next day I quitted 
the country, to the great regret of its inhabitants, 
whom I promised to visit in the autumn; and two 
days after I arrived at Constantine,"' much fatigued 
by the excitement of the expeutioiu 
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CHAPTER XEL * 

CONCLUSION, 


Let me sum up. 

If you ever happen to be seeking during the day 
for a nbn you have wounded the night before, 
give up your pursuit it there be not sufficient blood 

prevent you losing the track for an instant. It 
will have taken refiige in a thicket, which it will 
only leave to spring on some passer-by. Follow 
the track step by step, throw stones so as to dis¬ 
lodge the animal at a good firing distance, so that 
it cannot reach you until you have had a good 
shot at it. 

Keep always on higher ground than the lion. 

If it rains, or the dew is wry heavy, cover up the 
lock of your gun. 

Fire off the charge directly you get home, and 
load your gun just before starting, taking care to 
flash it previously. , j 

If after a , shower or a heavy dew you are afc^id 
of missing fire, avoid the lion. Always have caps 
and ponder of the best quality. > 


1 
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CONCLUSION. 


Finally) remember that a lion is seldom killed 
by one shot. Never seek safety in* flight when it 
attacks you^ And now, may my advice profit you, 
and may Heaven and St. Hubert protect you. 


lUE BNP, 
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THE LION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

Imagine an animal larger tfian a huge mastiff, of the 
. tawny colour but with a longer nose, and with 

grcut masses of muscle around its jaws, shoulders, 
and forearms, and you can'realize to some extent the 
appearance of the Soufli African lion. As may be 
su])posed, he is endowed witli ]u-odigious strength, 
not, perhaps, more so than his relative in the north, or 
the tiger of Bengal, but with sufficient to enable him 
to drag with ajiparent ease the carcase of an ox from 
a traveller’s waggon to his lair in the forest. 

His fear of man is excessively strong, and, indeed, 
of nearly all full-grown "animals^ and he .seldom ven¬ 
tures on attacking them openly, unless when famish¬ 
ing with liunger or under the cover of darkless. 
Then he usually approaches with a stealth^^step, 
pausing at each moment to listen, and testing each 
object in his progress to assure himsel/ that there are 

p 
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no traps laid for him. Of traps he has a wholesome 
terror, and often leaves a tempting nfforsel untouched 
lest anothei step should bring upon him the steel or 
the lead of the hunter. He has been known to leave 
a horse, haltered to a tree, unha/med, and pass by a 



yoke of oxen grazing near a camp waggon, roaring as 
he went, through terror and vexation ; such is his 
drea^ of the devices of his natural enemy. 

The roar of this lion, Dr. Livingstone informs us, is 
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well calculated to inspire fear if you hear it in com¬ 
bination with fhe loud thunder of the country with¬ 
out protection, but when you are in a ♦comfortable 
house or wagj^on the case is very different, and you 
hear the roar of tl^e lion withoilt any awe or alarm. 
The famous Doctor, however, had a nerve of no ordi¬ 
nary degree of steadiness, and could hear undisturbed, 
sounds which would make an ordinary traveller un¬ 
easy until they ceased. • 

The haunt of the lion is'usually near where game is 
abundant, and when they shift their quarters the lion 
follows with his family, anti continues to prey upon 
the most defenceless of the herds until he himself is 
despatched by some infuriated bull. He occasionally 
hunts in company with otl»ers, in which case the party 
boldly spring •upon • stray buffaloes, and dine 
sumptuously, if with ferocious eagerness, on the spot. 
When gorged with food they fall fast asleep, and may 
be easily destroyed. When hunting alone, the lion, 
if not pressed for time, completely disembowels his 
prey, and therefrom makes his meal ; that is in his 
young days; when he grows old and his teeth are 
worn to mere stumps, anc^ his claws have almost disap¬ 
peared, he fails to inspire that terror in the native heart 
which he did when his teeth were longer and his 
claws sharper. Besides, his forinef prestige le?ives 
him ; instead of being a majestic hunter of th^^^iund 
and the buffalo, he is compelled to prowl at night in 
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the neighbourhood of some village^ on the chance of 
seizing a goat, a dog, a woman, or a child, as the case 
may be. If away from population, or when, as is 
the case in some parts, he entertains ‘ a wholesome 
dread of the Bushmen and Baki-iahari, as soon as 
either disease or old age overtakes him, he begins to 
catch mice, and other small rodents and even to eat 
grass,” and if not killed by the Bushmen will be found 
soon after dead under a tree. “ Nothing,'^ says Dr. 
Livingstone, “that I ever learned of the lion would 
lead me to attribute to it either the ferocious or noble 
character ascribed to it elsewhere. It possesses none 
of the nobility of the Newfoundland or St Bernard 

i 

dogs,” and in another place, “Indeed, nothing that I 
have seen or heard aboufe lions would constitute a 
barrier in the way of men of* ordiifary courage and 
enterprise.” 

Though so strong and nimble an animal when 
young, and inspired now and then with great intre¬ 
pidity and courage, the lion sometimes appears faint- 
hearted and, crestfallen when it meets with any 
resistance. A settler in Alfrica while walking over his 
lands one day, unexpectedly met with alien. Being an 
excellent shot, he thought himself pretty certain in the 
position he was in of killing it, and therefore fired his 
ifle.* Unfortunately the charge had been for some 
the piece and was damp, so that the rifle hung 
ke, and the ball falling short entered the ground close 
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to the lion. In consequence of this the ^settler was 
seized with a f)anic, and took directly to his heels, but 
being soon out of breath, and closely pursued by the 
lion, he jumped upon a little heap of stones, and there 
made a stand, pi^senting the butt end of his gun to 
his adversary, fully resolved to cjpfend his life to the 
utmost, tie could not take upon himself to say 
whether this position intimidated the lion or not; it 
had, however, such an effect upon the animal that he 
likewise made a stand * and what was still more 
singular laid himself down at the distance of a few, 
paces from the heap of stCMies, seemingly unconcerned. 
The settler, in the meantime, did not dare to stir 
from the spot; besides in his flight he had the mis¬ 
fortune to lose his pow^ler-flask. At length, after 
waiting about balf-anihour, the lion rose up, and at 
first went off step by step, but as soon as it* got to 
some distance began to bound away at a great rate. 

One evening, when Dr. Livingstone was in the 
Makololo country, a lion was observed sneaking near 
the camp, eyeing a fine fat buffalo that had been shor*^ 
during the day. As it dre\V near the carcase it began 
to roar and glare teiocicwisly around. Believing that 
the souls of departed chiefs enter into lions and render 
them sacred, the natives thought that they saw before 
them a chief in disguise, and one of them too^ the 
animal to task whenever the roaring ceased. ^^5eu a 
chiet, ehr* said he to the lion. “ You call yourself a 
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chief, do y^u ? What kind of a chief are you to come 
sneaking about in the dark, trying to steal our buffalo 
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chief truly: you are like "the scavenger ifeetle, and 
think of yours^f only. You have not the heart of a 
chief: why don’t you kill your own beef You must 
have a stones in your chest and no heart at all, 
indeed ! ” The fspeaker producing no effect on 
the transformed chief, one of ^le men, the most 
sedate of tue party who seldom spoke, took up 
the matter and tried the lion in another strain. In 

A 

his slow, quiet way he expos^tulated with him on the 
inipropriety of such con<iruct to strangers who had 
never injured him. “We were travelling peaceably 
through the country back, to our own chief. We 
never killed people or stole anything. The buffalo 
meat was ours, not his, and it did not become a great 
chief like him to be prowjing round in the dark, try¬ 
ing like a hyena, to st^al the meat of strangers. He 
might go and hunt for himself, as there was plenty of 
game in the forest.^’ The lion being deaf to reason 
and only roaring the louder, the men becanie angry, 
and threatened to send a ball through him if he did 
not go away. They snatched up their guns to shoot* 
him, but he prudently kept fn the dark, outside of the 
luminous circles made by the camp fires, where they 
did not like to venture. A little strychnine was put 
into a piece of meat and thrown to him, when he 
soon departecl and no more was heart! of the ma/festic 
sneaker. 

While the lion invariably kills its prey, if it belongs 
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to the br^te Lreation, instantly, it frequently contents 
itself with merely wounding the human species even 
when provoked ; or at least it has been known to wait 
some time before the fatal blow has been given to 
its victim. 

In several places through which a traveller passed, 
mention has been ifiade of a father and t^vo sons, who 
being on foot near a river on their property in Africa, 
in sfearch of a lion, the animal lying in ambush, had 
rushed out upon them ahd^ thrown one of them under 
his feet; the two others, however, had time enough 
to shoot the lion dead upon the spot, as he lay across 
the youth so nearly and dearly related to them, but 
without having done him any injury. 

Near the upperq^art ot the Duyven-hock river, an 
elderly Hottentot was seen^,’ who bore under one eye 
and underneath his cheek-bone the ghastly marks of 
the bite of a lion, which did not think it worth its 
while to give'him any other chastisement for having, 
together with his master, attempted to destroy it with 
5 P,great intrepidity, though without success. And a 
farmer, a captain in the mjlitia, had lain for some time 
under a lion, receiving several bruises from the beast, 
and being a good deal bitten in one arm, as a token 
to remember the- lion in future. But on the whole he 

■i 

confpsed that his life was given him by his victor. 

In hunting the lion on horseback, it is only on the 
plains that success can be met with. If the lion keeps 
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to some coppice or wood*011 a rising grcfuncl, the 
native hunters egideavour to tease him with dogs until 
he comes out j they likewise prefer .going together, 
three or more .in number, in order |j|^ be able to 

b 

rescue each other ii^case the first shot should not be 
effective. When the animal perceives the hunters at 
a distance, he generally takes to his heels in order to 
get out of their sight ; but if they chance to discover 
him v£ry near, he is then said^to walk off in a surly 
manner but without putting •himself in the least hurry, 
as though he were above the sensation of fear. He 
is only reported, when he fipds himself pursued with 
vigour, to be soon provoked to resistance, or at least he 
“ disdains any longer to fly. fie slackens his pace and 
goes off step by step, all the while eyeing his pur¬ 
suers askant, till finally piaking a full stop, and at the 
same time giving himself a shake, roars, with a short 
vehement tone, to show his indignation. This is the 
precise time for the hunters to be on the spot , he 
that is nearest or most advantageously posted, and 
has the best mark of that part of the lion’s body which 
contains his heart and lungs, fnust be the first to dis¬ 
mount, and securing the bridle by putting it round 
his arm, discharge his piece ; then, in an instant, 
recovering his seat, must ride obliquely athwart his 
companions ; ahd, in fine, giving the horse the reiHs, 
must trust entirely to his speed to convey 
of the reach of the lion’s fury, in case he has 
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missed or only wounded him. In either case a fair 
opportunity now presents for sorrfe of the other 
hunters to^ump off their horses instantly, as they may 
then take tlSr aim with greater coolness and cer¬ 
tainty. Should this shot likewise miss (which, how¬ 
ever, seldom happens), the third sportsman rides after 
the lion, which at that time is in pursuit of the first 
or the second, and springing off his horse, fires his 
piece as soon as he has got within a proper distance. 
If the lion now turns upon him, the other hunters turn 
also, in order to come to his rescue. Few instances 
are known of any huntdr meeting with misfortune in 
hunting the lion. The African colonists are mostly 
good marksmen, and are far from wanting cournge. 
The lion that has the boklness to seize on their cattle, 
which are the most valuable* part' of their property, 
sometimes at their very doors, is as odious to them as 
he is dangerous and noxious. 


THE GORILLA. 

f 

The le-discovery of the great anthropoid ape, called 
the gorilla, affords a singular confirmation of a very 
old story with which the reader is probably not un¬ 
acquainted. An ancient mariner, bent upon distin¬ 
guishing himself as an explorer, mailed from Carthage 
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on a voyage of discovery along the coast of Africa 
somewhere about*the sixth century before the Chris¬ 
tian era. In his account of the voyage^ he says, 
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^ ^ ^ * 
the greater part of them were women with hairy 

bodies, whom tke interpreters saifi were “Gorillas.” 

Blit pursuing them we were not able to take the men • 

they all escaped, being able to cliinb the precipices, 

and defended themselves witlf' pieces of rock. But 

three women, who bit and scratched those wlio led 

. r . 

them, were not willing to follow. However, having 
killed them, we fla}'ed them and conveyed the skins 
to Carthage, for w'e did not sail any farther as our pro¬ 
visions began to fail.” The region which Hauno refers 
to extends for upwards of a thousand miles along the 
west coast of Africa frOm the Gulf of Guinea, south¬ 
ward it is richly wooded, and from all accounts is 
occupied by vast numbers of gorillas, elejihants, and 
other big game. The gigantic kind of man-like ape is, 
perhaps, the most formidable of the denizens of these 
forests; it is fully equal to man in slatiire, but consider¬ 
ably broader and far more muscular than any member 
of the human family; it is endowed with colossal 
strength, and is the terror even of its mighty rival, the 
elephant. Being a fiuit eater, the gorilla pas.ses much 
of its time on the boughs of trees, from which it oc¬ 
casionally drops u[)on unwary travell-ers, and beats 
their brains out with a stick, or seizes them as they 
pass under and holds them in the air until they are 
dead. . Its enmity tow’ards man is extreme, and, unlike 
^he generality of wild beasts, courts rather than avoids 
a conflict. The natives, even if furnished with fire- 


) 
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arms, arc vciy loth to attack an adult male gorilla, 
'rhc tivalry that <^>iists between it and the elephant is 
curious. The latter bears the former ifb ill-will, 
ami if allowed t (5 browse and gather fruit in peace, 
makes no attempt to^disturb the repose of its hid^^ous 



neighbour. But unfortunately they are both extremely 
fond of one kind of fruit, and this kind the gorilla 
regards as its o\vi personal property. While restirjg 
on the higher branches of its favourite tree, the ape 
sees the elephant busily engaged gathering and swal¬ 
lowing the fruit and twigs below. This .infraction of 
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the laws of property enrages the ape, and it forthwith 
descends to punish the audacious thief who, all un- 
conscious^of guilt, is fast stripping branch after branch 
of its leaves and fruit. Dropping down quickly to the 
bough, the gorilla raises its club^ and brings it down 
with such effect ok the sensitive point of’the elejdiant’s 
trunk, that the latter rapidly retreats, trumpeting shrilly 
with rage and pain. There must be something ter¬ 
rible in the aspect of-the gorilla when met walking 
upright, stick in hand, in the recess of the primeval 
forest, and its wild and unearthly look is quite in 
keeping with its cruel dnd ferocious character. The 
most powerful of the negroes avoid its haunts as the^ 
pass to and fro in their search for ivory. It does 
not, like the lion, suddenly retreat on seeing them, 

but swings itself rapidly-down to 'tlie lower branches, 

* 

courting the combat, and clutching at the foremost of 
his enemfes. “ The hideous aspect of his visage,” 
says” Gosse, “his green eyes, flashing with rage, is 
heightened by the thick and prominent brows moving 
spasmodically up and down, \\ith the hair erect, 
causing a horrible and fiendish scowl. Weapons are 
torn from their possessor’'s grasp, gun barrels bent in 
by the powerful hands and vice-like teeth of the enraged 
b^rute. More horrid still, however, is thfi sudden and un¬ 
expected fate which is often inflicted by him. Two 
negroes will be walking through one of the woodland 
paths unsuspicious of evil, when in an instant one misses 
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his companion, or turns to see him drawn up into the 
air with a convulsed choking cry; and in a few 
minutes dropped to the ground, a strangled C9rpse. The 
terrified survivor gazes up and meets the grin and 
glare of the fiendish giant, who, watching his oppor¬ 
tunity, had suddenly put down his iniinense hind hand, 
caught the wreich by the neck with resistless power, 
and dropped him only when he ceased to struggle.” 


‘^FIGHTING JOE,” THE YOUNG GORILLA. 

Paul Du Chaillu, in his Stories of the Gorilla 
Country,” has givei\an ii^teresting account of a young 
gorilla taken alive by his servants. While in the 
forest one day, the silence was broken by the cry 
uttered by the young of this strange animal, and on 
reaching the spot they saw a diminutive little brute 
eating berries on the ground near its mother’s feet. 
As the natives came up the “bid woman” saw them, 
and rushed forward armed with a huge club. They 
- fired, and fortunately wounded her fatally, she falling 
' on her face about a dozen paces off, the blood gush- 
; ing from the wolinds. Staitled by the sound of firing, 
the little one ran for protection to its mother,^uv> 
* tried hard to hide its face beneath her great limbs. 
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liut as no response came, and frightened by the shouts 
of the natives, the young ajie looSfened its hold of 
the bod/'and took refuge in a neighbouring tree. 
Sitting there grinning defiantly and roaring savagely, 
it seemed to have a fair chance of escape, for no one 
cared to be bitteSi by it, and to shoojt it was against 
instructions. An idea stnick one of the natives and 
was acted upon. Down came the tree after a few 
vigorous blows on the*trunk, and as it fell a cloth was 
thrown over the head of the gorilla, and while thus 
blinded it was secured. “The little brute, though 
very diminutive and tlte merest baby in age, was 
astonishingly strong and by no means good-tempere^. 
They found they could not lead him. He constantly 
rushed at them, showing^fight and manifesting a strong 
desire to take a piece or sdveral*pieces out of every 
one of their legs, which were his special objects of 
attack.” ^Roaring and screaming he was taken to the 
encampment, and secured in a bamboo house, that 
had been hastily prepared when his' capture became 
known. Du Chaillu called him “Fighting Joe,” on 
account of his ferocity and daring, and well he 
deserved the name. He flew at every one who ap¬ 
proached his cage, either with food or empty handed, 
apd under treatment of all kinds remained savage and 
untameable. He was a little fellow scarcely three 
years old, possessed of extraordinary strength for his 
age, and ready at any momer t to bite the hand that 
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fed him. His whole bod}% was covereS w!th hair. 
“ His height was^about three feet and six inches ; his 
hands and face were very black; his eyes were sunken ; 
the hair on his, head was of a reddish-brown colour; 
the whiskers, if w^ may call them so, were of a 
blackish colour." M. Du Chaillu saw what he 
thought was ti e beginning of a moustache, the upper 
lip being covered with short coarse hair, but he found 
out afterwards that gorillas wear no moustaches. 
Fighting Joe was by no meanfi backward in eating, that 
is, if given forest berries, bananas, and ripe plantains, 
but all kinds of civilized food he indignantly refused. 
On the fourth day after his capture he pretended to be 
reconciled to his fate, took some berries from M. Du 

Cliaillu’s hand, and took his afternoon siesta with the 

• 

composure of a vetgran apei That day he escaped by 
forcing apart two of the bamboo sticks of Ins cage, 
and hid himself under the sportsman’s low bedstead. 
The neighbouring wood was surrounded, as it was 
feared he had fled to the trees, and directions were 
being given to close in, when Du Chaillu, returning 
for one of his guns, heard Master Joe’s angry growl 
issuing from his hiaing-pi^ce. The windows were 
instantly shut and a guard placed on the door. The 
negroes then crowded in to effect the little brute’s 
capture, but hft became so fiffious ^at the crci%d 
rushed through the doorway, leaving Joe in possettsio.a, 

** Peepinp through the keyhole, I saw," says Du Chaillu, 

• Q . 
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“Master Joe standing ?n the middle of the room 
looking about for his enemies, and, examining with 
some surpQse the furniture. He seemed to think he 
had never seen such things before. I watched with fear, 
lest the nbking of the dock shovJd attract his atten¬ 
tion, and perhaps lead him to an assault upon that 
precious artideFinally a net was thrown on J oe’s 
head, and his capture effected. He made another 
attempt to escape, and was again caught. After this 
he sickened and in ten days’ time died, treacherous 
and untameable to the last. His little bed was a half 
barrel filled with hay. l‘At night he always shook 
it up, and then took some, hay in his hands with 

which he would cover himself when he was snug' 

1 

in his barreL’’ 


THE ATTACK OF THE MALE GORILLA. 

The gorillas approach the enemy standing, ad¬ 
vancing a few steps at a time, pausing to beat their 
breasts with both hands, and roaring terribly. When 
near enough, they spring upon him and destroy him 
with their pbwerful hands. One of Du Chaillu’s 
mdn was eviscerated by a single blow. When living 
i»-trdOps they are shy and difficult to approach, but 
when mated or alone they almost invariably offer 
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battle, and are then the most terrible of animals. 
When about to*attack its enemies, the gorilla gives a 
terrific yell which resounds far and wide, gWing 
warning of danger^to the females and and 

likely to terrify the hunter unaccustomed to it 

While goi^Ua hunting in the* Bakalai country, 
Du Chaillu met one day with an immense gorilla 
which he and his men shot at about eight yards. 
He was a lone male, a grej^t ^ross hideous monster, 
that evidently dreaded neither man nor beast He 
advanced from the wood straight towards the party, 
howling and growling with rage. When about twelve 
yards off, Du Chaillu saw plainly his ferocious face. “It 
was distorted with rage, his huge teeth were ground 
against each other so that vfe could hear the sound ; 
the skin of the forehead*was drawn forward and back 
rapidly, which made his hair move up and down, and 
give a truly devilish expression to the hideous face. 
Once more he gave out a roar which seemed to 
shake the woods like thunder. I could really feel 
the earth trembling under jny feet. The gorilla, 
looking us in the eyes and beating his breast, 
advanced again.” It was now the critical moment; 
the tliree men knew that if they missed or only 
wounded the .huge monster, one or more woyld 
meet with a speedy death. When the brut^ was 
within eight yards their guns were discharged, and 
the gorilla “ fell dead almost without a.struggle.” 
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Some of the natives oi equatorial Africa regard 
the gorillas with superstitious reverence, considering 
them as degenerate human beings, or as brutes into 
which tl;^.souls of bad men have eVitered; those 
who look upon them in this light *hever attack them, 
fully persuaded that no human agency can harm 
them. Some tribes use the gorilla*',,skulls, and 
especially the brains, in making charms to be em¬ 
ployed to secure success in hunting. The negroes 
of the interior are fond* of the flesh of gorillas, 
which when smoked is considered a dainty dish. 
Among the coast tribes it‘ is considered an abomina¬ 
tion 


c 


c 


CAPTURING WILD ELEPHANTS. 

In the month of November in India, when the 
temperature has cooled down considerably, and the 
marshes and swamps, formed by the rains during the 
monsoon, have lessened, a number of people are 
employed to go in quest of elephants. At this season 
ihe males come from the recesses of the forest into 
the outskirts,^ whence they make nocturnal excursions, 
into the plains in search of food, and where they 
ofTen destroy the labours of the farmer by trampling 
QQrru ius cro|>s before they can be driven away, 
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A herd of elephants, ho«\rever, seldom ^eave the 
forests together; some of the largest males often 
stray to a distance, but the young ones always remain 
in the woods, under the protection of the palmai, 
or leader of the Ijerd, and of the larger elephants 
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swamps ind marshes, a^d ot which they are ex¬ 
tremely fond.’ As often, however, as they have 
the opportunity, they commit depreciations on the 
rice fields,*' sugar canes, and plantain trees, which 
oblige the farmers to keep regular watch, under a 
small cover erected on the top of a few long bamboos 
about fourteen fe(ft from the ground^ From this 
lofty station the alarm is soon communicated from one 
watchman to another, and to the neighbouring villages 
by means of a rattle, ^it,h which each is provided. 
With their shouts and cries and noise of the rattles, 
the elephants are generally scared and retire. It 
sometimes, however, happens that the males advance 
even to the villages, overturn the houses, and kill 
those who unfortunately come in their way, unless 
they have had time to a number of fires ; this 
element seems to be the hiost ‘dreaded by wild 
elephants, and a few lighted whisps of straw or dried 
grass selddm fails to stop their progress. To secure 
one of the males a very different method is employed 
from that which is taken to secure a herd: the 
former is taken by koopikees^ or female elephants 
trained for the purpose j whereas the latter is driven 
into a strong enclosure called a keddah. 

As the hunters know the places where the elephants 
coiige to feed, they advance towards,them in the 
evcnii^g with four koomkees, the number allotted to 
each hunting party. When the ni^ts are dark the 
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male elephants are discovered by the no^se they 
make in cleaning their food, by whisking and 
striking it against their forelegs, but by ^noonlight 
they can be seen distinctly at some distance. ■ 

As soon as the kunters have determined on the 
goondah they mean to secure, three of the kooittkees 
are conducted by* their mahotes (drivers), at a 
moderate distance from each other, near to the place 
where he is feeding. The koomkees advance'very 
cautiously, feeding as they ^ along, and appear like 
wild elephants that had strayed from the jungle or 
forest. When the male per(;eives them approaching, 
if he takes the alarm and is viciously inclined, he 
beats the ground with his trunk, showing signs of 
displeasure, and intimatin^^ that he will not allow 
them to proceed .further. If they persist, he will 
attack and gore them with his tusks; for ^which 
reason they take care to retreat in good time. But 
should he be amorously disposed, which is generally 
the case, he allows the female to approach, and some¬ 
times he even advances to meet her. 

When from these appearances the mahotes judge 

that he will become their j)rize, they conduct two of 

♦ 

the females, one on each side close tp him, and make 
them press gently against his neck and shoulders .; 
the third fem^e then comes up and* places heifelf 
directly across his tail; in this situation, so fax* from 
suspecting aiiy design, he begins to caress the females 
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with his trunk. While thus engaged the fourth female 
is brought near with ropes and proper assistants, who 
get underneath the third female and put a slight cord 
round the hind legs of the mde; shoifld he- move it is 
easily broken, in which case, if He takes no notice of 
this slight confine®ient nor appears suspicious of what 
is going forward, the hunters then proceed to fasten 
his legs with a rope which is passed alternately by 
means of a forked stick and a kind of hook from one 
leg to the other, forming the figure 8 , and as these 
ropes are short for the convenience of being put more 
readily around his legs* six or eight are generally 
employed, and they are made fast by another cord 
which is passed a few turns perpendicularly between 
his legs, where the turns^of the rope intersect each 
other. A strong cable, with a runinng noose, is next 
put round each hind leg, and above six or eight addi¬ 
tional ropes, according to the size of the elephant. The 
process of fastening the animal occupies altogetlier 
about twenty minutes, during which the utmost silence 
is observed, and the mahotes, who keep flat on the 
necks of the females, are covered with dark coloured 
cloths, which serve to keep them warm and at the 
same time do not attract the notice of the elephant. 

Wliile the people are thus employed in tying the 
le^ of the godndah he caresses sometimes one and 
sometimes another of the elephants, and his attention 
is thus diverted from the hunters. When the hind 
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legs are properly secured tKe people retire to a short 
distance and j»vait the .movements of the captive. 
Finding the females leaving him, -he attempts to 
follow; then it is that he is roused to a sense of his 
situation and retraits towards the jungle or forest, 
the mahotes follow at a moderate distance on the 
tame elephants accompanied by the hunters, who, as 
soon as the goondah passes near a tree, make a few 
turns of the cable that is trailing behind him, around 
its trunk; his progress beinjJ thus stopped he becomes 
furious,and exerts his utmostforce todisengage himself, 
nor will he then allow any 0/ the females to come near 
him, but is outrageous for some time, falling down and 
goring the earth with his tusks. If by these exer¬ 
tions the cable and ropes lyc broken he escapes into 
the thick jungle,* into *vvhich the mahotes dare not 
penetrate through fear of the other wild elephants. 

As the cable and ropes, however, are veiy strong 
and seldom give way, the females are again brought 
near and take their former i^ositions, one on each 
side and the other behind. After getting him near* 
the tree additional ropeg art jilaced round his body, 
the ends of which are made last to two females one 
on each side of him, and a passage is cleared from the 
jungle or wood ; all the ropes are then taken from his 
legs with the* exception of one which confines*1)10 
motion of hk hind legs, 'i’he females then a^ivat^e 
pulling the captive after them, the people urging, him 
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on by snouts behind. rTnstead of advancing in the 
direction they wish, he attempts to retreat further into 
the jungle j he exerts all his great strength, falls down 
and tears the earth with his tusks, ^ screaming and 



groaning, and by his violent exertions often bruises 
himself very much, and instances happen of the 
animal surviving these violent exertions only a few 
hours or at most a few days. In general, however, 
he soon becomes reconciled to his fate, will eat 
immediately after he is taken, and if necessary may 
be cond!ucted from the verge of the jungle as soon as 
a prassage is cleared. * 

the elephant is brought to his proper station 
Ind made fast, he is treated with a mixture of severity 
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and gentleness, and in a few jnonths, if he be. 

comes tractable and appears perfectly reconciled to his 
fate. It appears extraordinary that though the ^oondah 
uses his utmost force to disengage himself when 
tak^n, and would kyi any person coming within his 
reach, he never, or at least seldom, attempts to hurt 
the female elefl^sints that have ensn*ared him; but, on 
the contrary, seems pleased {as often as they are 
brought near in order to adjust his harnessing, or 
move and slacken those rp^es which gall him), 
soothed and comforted by them for the loss of his 
liberty. 

For securing a herd of wil& elephants the following 
methods are employed. Female elephants are never 
taken singly, but always in the herd, which consists of 
young and old of both sesTes. The elephant, as a 
rule, is of a social disposition, as a herd consists of 
from about forty to one hundred, and is conducted 
under the direction of one of the oldest and largest 
females called the palmai^ and one of the largest 
males. When a herd is discovered, about five hun¬ 
dred people are employed ta surround it, who divide 
themselves into small parties called chok^s^ consist¬ 
ing generally of one mahote and two coolies, at the 
distance of twenty or thirty yards from each other 
and form an irregular circle in which the elephants gre 
enclosed; each party lights a fire and clears a p^th to 
the station that is next him, by which a regular com- 
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munication is formed thfough tbe whole circumference 
from one to the others By this path reinforcements 
can immediately be brought to any place where an 
alarm is given. The first circle (thfe dawkee) being 
thus formed, the remaining part of the day and night is 
spent in keeping watch by turns, or in cooking for the 
mahote and his companions. Early*next morning, 
one man is detached from each station to form 
another circle in that direction where they wish the 
elephants to advance. When it is finished the people 
stationed nearest to the new circle put out their fires 
and file off to the right apd left, to form the advanced 
party, thus leaving an opening for the herd to advance 
through, and by this movement both the old and new 
circle are joined and fo^m an oblong. The people 
-from behind now begin shouting asid making a noise 
with their rattles, drums, &:c., to cause the elephants 
to advance, and as soon as they are got within the 
new circle the people close up, take their proper 
stations, and pass the remaining part of the day and 
‘ night as before. In the morning the same process is 
repeated, and in this‘manner the herd advances 
slowly in that direction where they find themselves 
least incommoded by the noise and clamour of the 
hunters, feeding as they go along upon branches of 
trets, leaves of •bamboos, &c. If they suspected any 
spare <hey could easily break through the circle, but 
these inofiensive animals going merely in quest of 
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food, and not seeing any of Ae people who'surround 
them, and who ^re concealed by the thick jungle, 
advance without suspicion, and appear onlj to avoid 
being pestered by their noise and din. As fire is the 
thing elephants sem most afraid of in their wild 
state, and will seldom venture near it, the natives 
have always a number of fires lighted, and particu¬ 
larly at night, to prevent the elephants coming too 
near. 

» 

Ill this manner the herd is* gradually driven to the 
keddah^ or place where they ajc to be secured. The 
heddah consists, commonly, ^f three enclosures com¬ 
municating with each other by means of narrow 
openings or gateways. The outer enclosure where 
the elephants are to enter is the largest; the middle 
one IS generally, through not always, the next in size, 
and the third or inner is the smallest. When in the 
third or last enclosuie the elephants are then only 
deemed secure \ here they are kept six or eight days, 
and are regularly, though scantily, fed from a scaffold 
on the outside, close to the entrance of an outlet 
called the roomee, which is about sixty feet long and 
veiy narrow, and through which the elephants are to 
be taken out one by one. These enclosures are all pretty 
strong, but the third is the strongest. This enclosure 
has, like the other two, a deep ditch .on the insiioi 
and upon the bank of earth that is thrown up frofifi the 
excavation, a row of srrong nallsades of middle-sized 



a $6 ADVENTUllES AND EXPLOITS IN 

\ 4 

trees is planted, strengthened with cross bars, which 
are tied ta them about the distance of fourteen inches 
from eachr other, and these are suj^orted on the out¬ 
side by long posts like buttresses, having one end 
sunk in the earth and the other pressing against the 
cross bars to wh'ch they^'are fastened. When the 
herd is brought near to the first enclosure er baigcote^ 
which has two gateways towards the jungle, through 
which the elephants afe to advance (these as well as 
the other gateways are disguised with branches of trees 
and bamboos stuck in the ground, so as to give them 
the appearance of a natural jungle), the greatest 
difficulty is to get the herd to enter this first or outer 
enclosure, for, notwithstanding the precautions taken 
to disguise both the entries as well as they can, the 
palmai, or leader, appears to suspect some snare from 
the difficulty and hesitation with which, in general, 
she passes into it, but as soon as she enters the whole 
herd implicitly follow. Immediately, when they have 
all passed the gateway, fires are liglited round the 
greatest part of the enclosure, and particularly at the 
entries, to prevent the elephants from returning. The 
natives from without then- make a terrible noise by 
shouting, beating of tom toms, firing Cartridges, &c., 
to urge the herd on to the next enclosure. The 
elljphants, finding themselves ensnared, roar and 
makef’ a noise, but seeing no opening except the 
entrance to the next enclosure, and which they at firs^ 
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generally avoid, they return to the place through 
which they latelj^passed, thinking, perhaps, to escape, 
but now find it strongly barricaded, and, as there is no 
ditch at this plact, the ljunters, to prevent their com¬ 
ing near and forcing their way, keep a line of fire 
constantly burning all along where*the ditch is inter¬ 
rupted, and supply it with fuel from the top of the 
palisade, and the people from without make gi noise 
shouting and hallooing to dri^e them away. Wher- 
ever they turn they find themselves opposed by 
burning fires, except towards the entrance of the 
second enclosure. • 

After traversing the haigcoteiox some time, and find¬ 
ing no chance of escaping but through the gateway 
into the next enclosure, the leader enters and the rest 
follow; the gate is*insta«tly shut by people who are 
stationed on a small scaffold immediately above it^ 
and strongly barricaded ; fires are flighted, and the 
same discordant din made, and continued till the herd 
has passed through another gateway into ^ the inner 
enclosure, the gate of which is secured in the same 
manner as the former. The elephants being now 
completely surrounded on all sides, and perceiving no 
outlet through which they can escape, appear despe- 
“ate, and in their fury advance frequently to the ditch, 
'n order to break down the palisade, screaming loucJer 
ind shriller than any trumpet, sometimes grumtling 
ike the hallow murmur of distant thunder; but 
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wherever they make an 'attack they are opposed by 
lighted fires and by the noise an^ shouts of the 
natives, As they must remain some time in iliis 
enclosure care is always taken to havt part of the ditch 



filled with water, which is supplied by a small stream, 
eitRer natural,' or conducted through an artificial 
cfcanrthl from some neighbouring reservoir. The 
elephants have recourse to this water to quench their 
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thirst, and cool themselves after their fatigue by suck¬ 
ing the water inio their trunks, and then squirting it 
over every part of their bodies. While they*remain in 

i/hi 

this enclosure they continue sulky, and seem to medi¬ 
tate their escape; bift the hunters build huts and form 
an encampment around them closg to the palisade ; 
watchmen are placed and every precaution used to 
prevent their breaking through. 

t 

When the herd has continued a few days in the 
Mdahy the door of the roomed is opened, into which . 

one of the elephants is enticed to enter by having 

/ 

lood thrown' first before anil then gradually further 
on into the passage, till the animal has advanced 
far enough to admit of the gate being shut. Above 
this wicker gale or door, two men are stationed on 
a small scaffold, w’^io throw down the food. When 
the elephant has passed beyond the door they give 
the signal to a man, who, from without, shuts it by 
pulling*a rope, and they secure it by throwing two 
bars, standing on each side, the one across the 
other, and then two similar bars are thrown across 
each other behind the door next to the keddah^ so 
that the door is in the edntre ; for further security 
horizontal bars are pushed across the roomee through 
the openings of the palisades both before and behind 
these crosses, to prevent the possibility of the doors 
being forced. The roomee is so narrow that ■ th5* 

elephant cannot turn in it, but finding his retreat thus 

^ u 
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cut off, he advances and^exerts his utmost force to 
break down the bars, which were prevjpusly put across 
a little further on in the outlet, by running'against 
them, screaming and roaring, and battcnng them like 
a ram by repeated blows of his head, retreating am 
advancing with the^,utmost fury. In his rage he rises 
and leaps upon the bars with his fore fe8t, and strives 
to break them down with his huge weight. A large 
female elephant once ^dropped down dead in the 
roomee from the violent exertions she made. When 
the elephant is somewhat fatigued by these exertions 
strong ropes with running nooses' are placed in the 
outlet by the hunters, and as soon as he puts a foot 
within the noose it is immediately drawn tight and 
fastened^to the palisades. When all his feet* have 
been made pretty fast, two ^men •place themselves 
behind ?ome bars, and very cautiously tie his hind 
legs together by passing a cord alternately from the 
one to the other in the way already described. While 
being fastened the hunters are careful not to go too 
near, but keep on the outside of the palisade, and 
divert his attention as much as they can by supplj ing 
him with grass^ and sometimes with plantain leaves, 
and sugar-cane, of which he is remarkably fond, by 
presenting i stick, giving him hopes of catching it, or 
by gen fa/ striking and tickling his proboscis. He 
frequently, however, seixes the ropes, with his trunk, 
and endeav'ours to break them, particularly those with 
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ivhich -his feet are tied, and sometimes tries to bite 
them through wilji his grinders, but the« hunters then 
goad him with sharpened bamboos or light spears, so 
as to make hifm quit Ijis hold. When properly 
secured he is introduced and made fast to two female 
elephants, who pull him gently foyvard through the 
outlet, while the natives goad him with long poles 
sharpened at the ends or pointed with iron. In this 
manner he is conducted like aq enraged bull that has 
a cord fastened to its horns on each side, so that he 
cannot turn either to the right or the left to avenge him¬ 
self. Sometimes the huge beast becomes obstinate 
and will not advance, in which case, while one of the 
female elephants draws him forward, the other comes 
behind and pushes him on ;*should he lie down she 
puts her snout under and raises him up, supporting 
him on her knee, and with her head pushing him for¬ 
ward with all her strength ; the natives likewise assist 
by goading him forward, by dint of shouting and tom- 
toming. Sometimes it is necessary to put lighted 
torches near in order to make him advance. As soon 
as each elephant is secured he is given in charge to 
the niahole or keeper, who’is appointed to attend and 
instruct him, and under him there are from two to five 
coolies, according to the size of the elephant, in order to 
assist and supply food and water till fie becomes so 
tractable as to bring the former himself. These people 
erect a small hut immediately before him, where the 
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mahote, or one of the ‘coolies, constantly attends, 
supplies him with food, and soothes a^d caresses him 
by a variety of little arts. By degrees he advances 
cautiously to his sides, and strokes an<k pats him with 
his hand, speaking to him all the ^while in a soothing 
tone of voice, and jn a little time he begins to know 
his keeper and obey^his commands. Thus the ma¬ 
hote becomes familiar'^o him, and at length gets 
upon his back, and a^ the animal becomes more 
tractable, he advances gradually forward towards his 
head, till at last he is permitted to seat himself on his 
neck, from which place ke afterwards regulates and 
directs all his actions. 


Tiffe RAGE AND FURY OF THE 
ELEPHANT. 

While travelling in South Africa, an Indian officer 
had convincing proof of the rage and fury of tlie 
elephant in its wild slate.*- A large male elephant 
came up one day to the waggons. He was instantly 
attacked, and, turning tail, pursued, when, after he had 
received several shots and had twice /alien, he crept 
Uto a*very thick, thorny underwood. Thinking that 
he had been fatally wounded, three of the officer’s com- 
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panions, Waldt, Prins and Mulder, advanced to the 
spot where he hid, when he rushed out in a furious 
manner from the thicket, and with his tru1)k seizing 
hold of Prins, who was^n horseback, pulled him oft 
and trod him to death, and driving one of his tusks 
through the man’s bbdy, threw him into the jungle a 
distance of about thirty feet, /^'ne others, perceiving 
that there was no possibility of escaping on horseback, 
dismounted and crept into the thicket to hide them¬ 
selves. The elephant had now nothing in view but 
Waldt’s horse, which he followed for some time, and 
then returned looking for the spot where the dead 
body lay; at that instant he was attacked by the whole 
party, whose shots drove him again into the thick wood. 
Considering that he had gone far enough off the party 
proceeded to dig a gra^^ for their unfortunate com¬ 
panion, and while so engaged the elephant suddenly 
charged down upon them, scattering them to the four 
winds. Waldt, however, succeeded in getting a shot 
at him at the distance of a hundred paces. Another^ 
attack was made upon him, and having now received 
several more bullets, he began to stagger, then 
falling, a couple of shots nlore killed him as he lay on 
the ground. Those of the party who knew anything 
of elephant hunting, declared that he was the fleetest 
and most furious of the elephants they had ever 
beheld. 
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ELEPHANT SHOOTING IN SOUTH 

AFRICA. 

» 

While shooting in the far interior of South Africa, 
Mr. Gordon Cumm'^g discovered oneMay a herd of 
bull-elephants quietly browsing on the side of a hill, 
about two hundred yards distanf. In the rear of the 
herd the grass had been 'set on fire by the natives to 
cause the young herbage to spring up stronger and 
faster, but the fire had n^t advanced near enough to 
the elephants to force them to quit their pleasant 
pasturage. Selecting the finest of the herd, the 
hunter fired both barrels of his rifle, hitting the 
animal behind his shoulder j ^nstantly he turned upon 
his assailant, and, screaming with pain and rage 
charged impetuously in his direction. A large bushy 
tree stood right in the course ; this he came thundering 
against, sending it flying before him high in the air, 
coming down himself at the same moment violently 
on his knees. On rising, the animal wheeled to the 
right-about, and made for ^he burning grass. Mr. Gum¬ 
ming followed, loading and firing as fast as he could, 
sometimes at the head, sometimes behind the shoulder, 
unCil the elephant^s fore quarters were sei^erely punished; 
j[^otv^hstanding which he continued to hold stoutly on. 
leaving the grass and branches scarlet in his wake 
While attempting to escape, he charged desperately 
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amid the thickest of,,the flames, to find, however, 
himself no better off, as he was followed rapidly up 
and peppered with ball until the huntet began to 
fancy he was ^all^ prqpf. Having fired thirty-five 
rounds with my two-grooved rifle, I opened upon him 
with the Dutch six-pounder, and •when forty bullets 
had perforated his hide, he b^an for the first time to 
shew symptoms of exhaustion.” Seeing that the poor 
animal was yielding to the affects of the lead, Mr. 
Gumming ceased firing, and watched, his movements. 
“ Just as the pangs of death came over him he stood 
trembling violently beside a thorny tree, and kept 
pouring water into his mouth dntil he died, when he 
pitched heavily forward, with tne whole weight of his 
fore quarters resting on the^points of his tusks. He 
lay in this position fbr several seconds, but the 
amazing pressure of the carcase was more than the 
head was able to support; he had fallen with his head 
so short under him that the tusks received little assis¬ 
tance from his legs. Something must give way \ the 
strain on the mighty tusks ^ was fair, they did not 
therefore yield, but the portion bf the head in which 
the tusk was embedded, extending a long way above 
the eye, yielded and burst with a muffled crash.” 

On another joccasion Mr. Gumming shot a splendid 
old fellow whose dignified composure under fire was 
singularly touching. He was tne largest and tailed 
bull elephant the sportsman haa ever seen. He was 
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standing broadside to thS party at about one hundred 
yards; the first shot secured hmi, the ball catchmg him 



high upon the shouldei-blade, rendering him instantly 
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dead lame. Approaching n%arer, Mr, Gumming fired 
several bullets ^ different parts Of the head. These 
did not affect him in the slightest; he oniy acknow¬ 
ledged the shots by A * salaam-like * movement of his 
trunk, with the point of which he gently touched the 
wound with a striking and peculiar action.” Cruel 
indeed must be the man would prolong the 
sufferings of so noble an aniitial. Mr. Gumming for a 
moment or two withheld his^ fire while he contem¬ 
plated the great figure that stood on the verge of the 
forest; but recollecting that while he gazed admiringly, 
the animal was trembling now* and then with pain, he 
and proceeded to put an end to a scene so painful. 
Opening fire, six shots penetrated the flesh behind 
the ^shoulder, which must eventually have proved 
fatal, but as yet hfi evinced no visible distress. After 
this I fired three shots at the same part with the 
Dutch six-pounder. Large tears now trickled from 
his eyes, which he slowly shut and opened; his 
colossal frame quivered convulsively, and falling on 
his side he expired. ” 

Having ridden some miles in a northerly direction, 
Mr. Gumming and his sefvanls entered an extensive 
grove of cameel-dorn trees, thickly clad with the 
softest green. ^ Here he saw two old bull-elephants 
browsing quietly in an extensive hollow, unsuspicious 
of danger. Advancing cautiously he beheld a wh*Cle 
herd of tearing bull-elephants, standing together on 
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an eminence about three hundred yards distant » 
catching a scent of the sportsman, tlie herd suddenly 
wheeled about and charged right downward, crashing 
through the jungle in great al^m. Fallowing up the 
game, the party, emerging into an open glade, came 
in^view of nine or ten huge bulls with long, heavy, and 
perfect tusks. SelecJi^a patriarchal bull, on account 
of the size and beauty his tusks, Mr. Gumming 
rode up daring him to charge; this he did eagerly, and 

t 

as he pulled up he was met by a yell of defiance, 
which was by no means to his taste. Firing rapidly, 
the sportsman lodged about a dozen of bullets in his 
fore quarters within a quarter of an hour. These bent 
him staggering'back for a few moments, and when he 
recovered betrayed strong symptoms of being fatally 
wounded. He stood trembfing ahd swaying back¬ 
wards and forwards, then catching up the dust witli 
the poin^of his trunk threw it in clouds above and 
around him. Being anxious to finish him Mr. Gum¬ 
ming dismounted, and getting within^ twenty yards of 
the spot, lodged several shots behind the shoulder; 
the last two shots finished the bull, for on receiving 
them he backed stem foreftiost in the cover and soon 
after fell over heavily. In the fall, however, the much 
prized tusk was broken; it lay unde^> him snapped 
through the middle. 

^ Mr. Gumming met with great success while hunt- 
ing in the Paipangwato country, though on several 
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occasions he had the mdVtification of finding the 
largest tusks 06 his game broken. In one afternoon 
he bagged two great elephants, and seWom a day- 
passed during*which iw large game was added to the 
bag. 



THE CROCODILE. 

Crocodiles are usually found on the banks of such 
large rivers as, in consequence of frequent or periodi¬ 
cal overflowing, are covered with mud, in which they 



find abundance of testaceous matter, fish, wojms,and 
frogs, for food. On the slimy banks of these mar^y 
and wooded waters the large crocod]ie, covered with 
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mud and appearing like the trunk of a fallen tree, 
often remains motionless for a long«While, watching, 
with astonishing patience, for an Opportunity to seize 
liis prey. His stillness, colour, and form impose on 
fishes, sea fowl, tortoises, ^c., so that they approach 
without suspicion.* Pie likewise seizes on sheep, 
goats, hogs, and even^j^n cattle and horses. While 
swimming along the gre^rivers he seldom raises more 
than the top of his head above water, so as to see 
around, seeking to surprise any of the larger animals 
that may come close to either shore. 

When he sees one approach to drink, he dives and 
swims under water till he gets near enough to catch it 
by the legs, then drags it into the water till it is 
drowned, and devours it at his leisure. In water the 
crocodile puts forth his strertgth with much greatei 
advantage than on land. In spite of his great size 
and apparent unwieldiness he moves about in the 
water with great swiftness and agility, often emitting 
a half-suppressed murmuring noise; though the length 

I 

of his body prevents him from turning suddenly, he 
swims forward with astonishing velocity when about 
to seize his ptey. This fie generally throws down 
with a stroke of his lugged tail, then seizes it in his 
talons, and pulls it in pieces, or cuts it ^n two with his 

9 ) 

long sharp teeth, and swallows it down his enormous 
t/ioat. When on the Sand his motions are vastly 
more embarrassed, and he is consequently then less 
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dangerous ; but though he* advances much slower 
than in the waiter, he runs tolerably fast when the 
ground is smooth and his road is "straightforward. 
The habit of fiving together seems to disprove the 
statement of many travellers, who give this animal the 
character of being crtl.1 and ferooious; for ferocious 
animals arc invariabl/|’olitar)^^j}£|;\d unsocial. That 
crocodiles are not naturally^ either fierce or cruel, is 
evident from their being tamed in some countries. 
In several parts of the Molucca Islands, they have 
been kept and fattened, in a certain degree of 
domesticity. When they are really dangerous, it is when 
they are hungry; let them be sui)idied with food, and 
they leave unmolested any animal that may come 
within reach of their jaws. • 

In the neighbourhoocf of the river Senegal, notwith¬ 
standing the formidable appearance of the crocodile, 


the natives often attack it, particularly when asleep, 
endeavouring to surprise it at places where the water 
is not deep enough to allow it to swim. They approach^ 
it boldly, having the left arm^ defended by a covering 
of thick leather, and attack it with spears, or a kind of 
dart called zagaye^ aiming *their thrusts chiefly at the 
throat and the eyes. They even sometimes force open 
its mouth, and, preventing it from'shutting by means 
of the zagaye placed firmly between the jav^, hold 
down its head in the water till it is drowned ftr 


suffocated. An African traveller gives the following 
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account of an engagemeiU between a negro and R 
crocodile seven feet long, which the n«gro cliscoveretl 
sleeping among some bushes, at the foot of a tree near 
the banks of a river. He stole gently up to the 
animal and gave it a deep wound with a knife in the 
side of the neck. « The crocodile, though mortally 
wounded, struck the S^£gro so violently on the legs 
with its tail as to knock him down; but without 
quitting his hold, the map rose instantly, and wrapping 
a rope round the muzzle of the crocodile, while one 
of his companions held it fast by the tail and another 
mounted on its back to hold it down, he drew out the 
knife from the wound and cut off its head. In Egypt 
the peasants often dig a deep trench in the usual 
track by which ^the crocodile goes from the water up 
into the country, which they coVer lightly with 
branches of trees and earth ; then by making a-great 
noise to frighten the crocodile it hastens to the water, 
and falling into the pit is there either killed or 
secured with ropes or nets. Sometimes they fix one 
end of a strong rope to the trunk of a large tree, 
having a hook at the other end to which a living 
lamb is tied; this is left on 'the bank of the river, and 
by its cries to get loose attracts a crocodile to the 
spot; which, willing to avail itself of^the-supposed 
repast, at the same time gets the hook ,£xed in its 
J^v’S. \*fhe more the-crocodile struggles to get free 
the moire firmly the hook penetrates; the people oiv 
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the banks give line as the crcltodile dives, and follow 
ing all its moti^-js in the water wait till it is com¬ 
pletely exhausted, and then drag it to land.# 

There seems to be no essential difference between 
the alligator of Inflia and the Egyptian crocodile. 
Naturalists seem to. ^ mfine the ^lligator to South 

t \ 

America, the crocodile to Asi4 and Africa, but in 
India, the lacerta crocodilny^g^ntr^Wy called the 
alligator, is from five to twenty feet long; the back is 
covered with impenetrable 'scales; the legs short, 
with five spreading toes on the fore foot and four in a 
straight line on the hinder,,armed with claws; the 
alligator moves slowly, its whole formation being 
calculated for strength, the back-bone firmly jointed, 
and the tail a most formida])le weapon; in the river 
it eagerly springs on the, native unfortunately bathing 
within its reach, and either knocks him down with 
its tail, or opens a wide mouth for his destruction* 
armed with 'numerous sharp teeth of various length, 
by which, like the shark, it' sometimes - severs the 
human body at a single bite. 


THE TIGER. . 

The Tiger is the most rapacious and destructive 
all the feline genus. Fierce, without provocation 
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and without necessity, its^ thirst for blood is insatiable, 
though glutted, with slaughter it continues its carnage, 
nor ever gives up so long as a single object remains 
in its sight ; flocks and h^rds fall* indiscriminate 



victims to its fury ; it fears l^either the sight nor the 
opposition of man, whom it frequently makes its 
ld‘ey; and it is even said to prefer Ipiman flesh to 
that of any other animal. 








INDIA, AFRICA, AND AMERICA. ^ 27 y 

O 

The tiger varies in siz^, according to climate 
and species. the East Indies it has been found 
fifteen feet long, including the length o^ the tail, 
which, supposiifg it to be four feet, makes the body 
about eleven feet in* length. This is called the royal 
tiger, and is of tremendous bulk., Hyder Ali once 
presented one to the Nawab of ^cot, which is said to 
have measured eighteen fet-f. Its head is large and 

A 

roundish, the ears short and aj a great distance from 
each other; the skin is of "a darkish yellow colour, 
striped with long black streaks; the hair is short, 
excepting on the sides of th£ head, where it is about 
four inches long ; the point of the tail is black, and the 
rest of it is interspersed with black rings ; the legs and 
claws resemble those of th^ lion, only the legs are 
much shorter in proportion to the size of the aniih^l. 

The tiger is much more ferocious, cruel, and savage 
than the lion. He seems to have no other instinct 
than a constant thirst for blood, which often stimu¬ 
lates him to devour his own young, when unable to 
quench his thirst in other directions. He often lies" 
in wait on the banks of rivers* ^lere the heat of the 
climate obliges other animals to repair for drink. 
Here he seizes his prey, and multiplies his massacres 
often with no other view than to drink their blood. 
However, when he kills a large animal, as a horse or 
a buffalo, he sometimes does not tear out the etitrail\ 
pn th^ spot, but, to prevent interruption, drags it off 
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the wood. This is sufficient proof of the strength 
of this rapacious beast Tigers seldom pursue their 
prey, but" bound upon it from the place of tjieir 
ambush with an elasticity scarcely credible. This is 
the true character of all the cat kihd. It is highly pro¬ 
bable that from this circumstance the tiger may derive 
its np''% 2 , which ii^he Arminian laiJguage signifies 
an arrow; to the flight Uf which this creature may be 
^tly enough compare^ in the swiftness of its bounds. 
Neither force, restraint, 'or violence can really tame 
this animal. He is equally initated with good or 
with bad treatment; he seizes the hand which 
nourishes him with equal fury as that which admin- 
isters blows j he roars and is enraged at the sight of 
every living object. Aljnost every natural historian 
agrees in this ferocious character. • 

There is a sort of cruelty in their devastations 
unknown to the lion, as well as something dastardly 
in their sudden disappointment. “ I was informed,’* 
says a traveller, “ by very good authority, that some 
gentlemen and ladies being on a party of pleasure, 
under a shade of trees on the banks of a river in 
Bengal, observing a tiger preparing for its fatal 
spring, one of the ladies, with amazing presence of 
mind, laid hold of an umbrella, and opened it full in 
the animal’s face, which instantly retired, and gave 
(fthe company time to escape before he returned, 
Vnother party had not the same good fortune : st 
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tiger darted atnong them i^hile they were at dinner, 
seized on one gentleman and carried him off, and he 
was never more heard off.” A fate similariy shockin>;{ 
was that of thfe son of an eminent civilian, the pax- 
ticulars of which were given in a letter to England by 
one of the party ; ** Mosterday moyiing, Mr. Downey, 
Lieutenant Hefinch, and poof Mr. Munro and I, 

I 

went on Sangar Island wo shoot deer; we saw 
innumerable tracks of tigers ^and deer, but still were 
induced to pursue our sport. About half-past three 
we sat down on the edge of the jungle or wood 
to eat some cold meat sentais from the ship, and had 
just commenced our meal, when Mr. Piefinch and a 
native servant told us there was a fine deer within 
six yards of us. Mr. Downey and I immediately rose 
up to take our gurfs, when I heard a roar like thunder, 
and saw an immense royal tiger spring on the unfor¬ 
tunate Munro, who was sitting down. In an instant 
his head was in the brute’s mouth, which rushed into 
the jungle with him, with as much ease as I could lift 
a kitten, bearing him through the thickest bushes ancf 
trees, everything yielding to*his monstrous strength. 
The agonies of horror, regret, and I must say fear 
Oor there were two tigers, a male and female), rushed 
on us at once; the only effort I could make 
^vas to fire at him, though the poor youth was still in 
his mouth. I relied partly on Providence anJ? pard|r 
on my own aim, and fired. I saw the tiger stagger. 
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and the youth was released. Mr. Downey then fired 
two shots and I one more; Mr. Munto then came up 
to us all covered with blood, and fell. We took him 
on our backs to the boats ^nd got** every medical 
assistance, but all was in vain. He expired in twenty- 
four hours in the g^^atest agony. His head and skull 



were all torn and broke to pieces, and h^ was 
wovnded by th^ beast’s claws all ovei his neck and 
shouldi^rs. The beast was about four feet and a 
Imlf high and nine long ; his head appeared as large 
as that of an ; his i 
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when he first seized his prey, will never be out of 
my recollection^*' 

Tachard gives an account of a battle .between a 
tiger and two* elephants of which he was an eye¬ 
witness. The heads and part of the trunks of the 
elephants were defended from the^ claws of the tiger 
by a covering made for the purpose. They were 
placed in the midst of a large enclosure. One of 
them was su6fered to approach the tiger, which was 
confined by cords, and received two or three severe 
blows from the trunk of the elephant upon its back, 
which struck it to the groupd, where it lay for some 
time- as if it were dead ; but though the strokes had 
greatly abated its fury, it was no sooner set at liberty, 
than with a horrible roar^it made a spring at the 
elephant’s trunk wh|ph that anirpal dexterously 
avoided by drawing it up, and receiving the tiger on 
his tusks, threw it up into the air. Both the elephants 
were then allowed to come up ; and after giving it 
several blows would undoubtedly have killed it if 
an end had not been put to the combat. Under 
such circumstances we csthnot wonder that the 
contest was unfavourably to the tiger. We may, 
however, by this judge of its great strength and fierce¬ 
ness ; that after being disabled by the first attack 
of the elephaift, while held in cords, it would venture 
to continue so unequal an engagement. 

The tiger seems peculiar to Asia, being found so 
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far north as Chinese Tahary and about Lake Aral 
and the Altaic chain. The greatest tiumbers, the 
largest and-most cruel, are met with in India and its 
islands. In Sumatra and the other ‘Malagar Isles, 
as well as in the forests of JaVa, they are very 
destructive to the v^ood-cutters and cultivators. 

V • 


THE XAGUAR. 

The Jaguar, from its size, strength, and ferocity, is 
often called the South American tiger. It inhabits 

V 

the warmer parts of America^ from Paraguay as far 
north as Red River in Louisiana; it is considerably 
larger tha^i the congar, and but little inferior to the 
tiger. It is of a bright tawny colour, the top of its 
back marked'with tawny stripes of black, its sides 
•with irregular oblong spots, the breast and belly 
whitish, and the thighs ^nd legs marked with black 
spots. This animal lives. solitary in thick forests, 
especially in the neighbourhood of large rivers, but is 
occasionally driven by hunger into the cultivated dis* 
trioCs j it swims'and climbs well, preyfng upon living 
^imafe and fish ; its strength is such that it kills or 
&rags off an ox or a horse with ease. Its favourite 
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mode of attack is to leap upon the victim's back, and 
by placing onejpaw on the head and the other on the 
muzzle to break the neck by a single effort. It is 
said to stand Ik shallow water and throw out fish on 
the shore with it»pa\^s. Being excessively fond of 



Tbe Jaguar Fishing. 


turtles, it digs up the eggs, devours the young, and 
clears out thb flesh of the larger, specimens jKvith 
great skill. It rarely attacks man unless puKued^r 
pressed by hunger, and then is very formidable. ^ 
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Near the sides of rivers a singular combat is som^ 
times seen between the jaguar and alligator. When 
the former, comes to drink, the alligator, ready to sur^ 
prise any animal that approaches, raises its head out 
of the water. The jaguar inltantiy strikes its claws 
into the eyes, the only penetrable part of the reptile, 
which*immediately dVves under water pulling its enemy 
along with it, when they crften perish together. 

The natives of South America usually hunt and 
destroy the jaguar by means of poisoned darts and 
the trusty machete or ^hunting knife. The skin of the 
animal is of considerable value, and consequently 
whenever the trail of the jaguar is found it is pursued. 
In the hunt other animals, such as the peccaries, 
pacas and deer, help to make up a good bag, upon 

9 

the skins and flesh of which thp natives depend 
almost entirely for their livelihood. 

The hi^nt is carried on at night in the depths of a 
thicket, or behind a rock to leeward of the jaguar’s 
trail. 

*■' “We started at midnight,'^ says a traveller who 
accompanied a native hunter on one occasion. The 
trail of a jaguar had been,seen and the native swore 
that he would sell its hide at Novita. Let us tell what 
a strange and terrible spectacle awaited them. The 
moon enabled them to thread their wuy through the 
forest, cithe Indian being armed with his blow pipe 
(through which the darts passed) and machete, and 
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the traveller with a rifle. “ Nfear a deer’s path to the 
water’s edge we ^ook our post well screened by the 
bushes. Long we remained silent, motionless, peering 
into the darkne^, listening to all the sounds of night 
till dawn was almost breaking. Then we heard the 
jaguar’s cry, but as it was repeated we heard it 
receding from 3s. I would have fallowed the cry but 
my host restrained me. A large deer approached. 
The Indian slowly raised the blow pipe to his lips, 
liis breast heaved, his cheeks swelled and subsided, 
as if by a spring the arrow sped on its way. The 
wounded deer bounded into jhe wood, the Indian as 
fleet on its trail. In ten minutes a fine large buck 
still alive, but paralysed, lay at my feet. It was now 
daylight, and we started horneward agreeing to repeat 
my visit the next night.« As w'e reached a clearing we 
heard in the roads and tall grass a struggle. The 
Indian silently drew his machete, as I did my knife, 
both steadily advancing. A terrible spectacle soon 
met our eyes. We halted. The jaguar whom we 
had watched for so long was there, but not alone.® 
He had encountered on his path a boa of large size. 
Hunger spurred both on* Instead of flight they 
rushed at each other; and we came up in the very fury 
of the combat. 

“ The jaguar’s claws had tom long furrows on fhe 
serpent’s sides, which hung in ribbons ; but thff moi:^ 
strous serpent had got the jaguar in its folds, and that 
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mighty brute struggled «in vain to release its hold, 
uttering an angry cry that died away in its throat. 
The boa/ollowed all its vidimus writhings, watched 
them with its head towering abovo^ the immense 
red mouth disclosing its long recumbent teeth, and 
answering cry by^ hiss. The jaguar's bones gave 
way, crack followedScrack, the chest yidded, while the 
serpent rapidly increasing its fplds kneaded the 
quivering mass into a long morsel for its fearful 
maw*” The spectators'were so awe-struck at the 
struggle that they were unable to advance, otherwise 
they might have disturjDcd and perhaps killed the 
serpent 


f 
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^ A DECCAN PEST. 

Matheran is one of the few hill stations in the 
Bombay Presidency which at one moment leinmds 
the Anglo-Indian of scflne of the pleasant scenery of 
the old country, and the next the most striking 
features of an Asiatic region. While wandering 
through the delightful shades a gap in the forest 
sifddenly brings in view a vast pldn, from which 
^fluickiy rise range upon range of rock standing darkly 
against the clear sky, or the eye may be cast as 
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quickly from a peaceful picture of English cottage life 
to a deep and gjpomy ravine, where abide the tiger 
and the leoj)ard. , 

Two friends and myself were on our way thither 
when the aifair'I afn afiout to recount took place. 
Matheran is reached from Narel Station, the point at 
which the railway begins the assent of the Bhore 
Ghaut. Leaving the train ■ and securing three very 



serviceable tattoes or^hill ponies, we set out for our 
destination. The native servants we sent forward in 
advance to make the needful preparations for our 
arrival. The ascent of the mountain is by no means 
difficult during the dry months, but during the rains is 
attended with considerable danger. The roaSs are^^ 
broken up, and huge boulders not un frequently slip 
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from the hill side, s^^eeping away every obstacle 
below. Besides, where the path ijarrows the grass 
and jungle weeds grow so thickly, that it is often 
difficult to tell which is the path, and which is the 
jungle. * 

It was before ^the rains hAd quite ceased that we 
set* out one September afternoon, believing that we 
would be snugly lodged before dusk. One of my 
companions whom I shall call M., had been up before 

I 

and knew the way ; C. ^nd myself were strangers in 
that part of the country j in fact of India, as we were 
what old stagers call “ griffins.’’ After jogging along 
the winding paths of the hill sides, smoking and 
chatting, and now and then breaking out into some 
old familiar air, we came at last to the zigzag road 
that leads to the plateau. It \yas then about six o’clock 
and darkness was falling fast. Our journey, however, 
we thought would be completed within half-an-hour, 
the distance from the village being then only about 
two miles. 

^ We trotted leisurely forward in Indian file, in the 
best of spirits, for perhhps an hour, until, indeed, the 
mist and darkness closed rin so*thickly that we could 
scarcely discern each other. More cautiously we 
moved forward for some time, without seeing lights 
oi^ hearing any sound of human liife. By eight 
ja’cloak we appeared to be no nearer our destination, 
%till, on we went, but fruitlessly. Clearly, we had 
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lost our way. The only sounds of life we could hear 
were the-screeching chorus of night birds, the wailing 
cry of the hyena, and the sharp, an^ry notos of the 
wild cat and cheetah. In vain we shouted, and in 
vain we endeavojurec^ to "pierce the gloom. Equally 
vain were our further attempts to reach the village. 

Relieving the* ponies from theft* burden, we were 
upon the point of securing them for the night, when 
M. thought he saw something like a light. Leaning 
forward eagerly, he peered into the darkness. Then 
a sound of crashing branches caught our ears. In¬ 
stantly the ponies reaying trojce the rotten reins, and 
• scampered frantic with fright along the path we had 
traversed. As the branches crashed, a terrible cry 
rent the air, and the branches crashed again and 
again, until the so^nd suddenly ceased. Looking 
round for M., we were horror stricken to find him' 
gone. Kneeling down near the spot where he had 
stood, we found a gap, as if made by a body falling 
through. We listened anxiously, but, save a rustle 
of leaves, which soon died away, we could hear • 
nothing. • 

Leaning over whaf seemed to be the sides of a 
ravine, and clinging to the thick stems that stood 
around, we shouted until our voices, between exhaus¬ 
tion and fright, v^axed weaker and weaker. Our crits 
were unavailing. We crept back and tried to«think^ 
of what could be done. M. had, it was clear, been 
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seized by some savage beast ^ and dragged swiftly 
into the ravine. 

f 

We cpuld, situated as we were, do nothing but 
remain until dawn near the spot, and then hurry on 
to the village for assistance. *When the morning 
broke, we were in a narrow path, to the left of which 
lay a ravine thickly clothed with brushwood. Dpwn 
its sides were broken, branches and plants lying 
crushed to the ground, but beyond a thick clump of 
bushes hanging over* a* chasm, the view was hidden 
from sight, and the side was too precipitous to admit 
of prosecuting a search without aid. 

Marking the spot carefully, we set out on the path 
taken by the ponies, and, at length, reached a point 
where three paths met. One we were certain to have 
traversed before, the other appeared to skirt the 
mountain top, and that we took. Fortunately we did 
to, for^on getting out into the open, and proceeding 
for about a mile, we caught sight of a herd of cattle^ 
tended by a young native. A rupee secured his ser¬ 
vices, and before long we were at Matheran. Search 
had already been made for us, vainly, of course. 

Engaging a gang o/ natives and a couple of 
experienced hunters (shikarees), we lost no time in 
getting back to the scene of poor M.’s disappearance- 
Inquiring how we could possibly have lost our way, 

, we were told that in the darkness we had turned to 
the left instead of to the right, and subsequently rode 
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round and round the plateaft, without advancing one 
step nearer to Qur destination. 

One of the shikarees at once concluded that M. 
had been seizdd by a leopard, as he knew the spot 
to be a haunt of tliat pest of the Deccan. The gang 
of coolies were then directed to^iom-tom like mad 
down the slopes to frighten the brute away, if he were 
still lurking near. The second shikaree crept like a 
cat down the almost precipitous side, and, going 
along what seemed a ridge, reached a spot whence 
he could sooner get at the low ground, slipped 
quietly and carefully down among the bushes. 

The* tom-toraing did, indeed, go on vigorously. 
If there is one thing a native of the humbler classes 
of India delights in mor^ than another, it is in 
making hideous noises^ such as would drive the 
population of one of the London parishes frantic 
with indignation. 

All the noise, however, came to nothing; there 
was no sudden dash from the bushes of an enraged 
leopard, who had been rudely awakened from ijts 
morning slumbers—no sounds but those of the 
clash of metal, the thumping of kettles, wild shrieks, 
yells, and what not. 

For some time this went on, and then the noise 
suddenly ceased; scrambling down* to where ?he 
shikarees were, \ve heard the welcome cry that thff^ 
'‘^ahib” had been found. But how, thought we; 
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in what condition 1 On‘'reaching the ledge of rock 
already spoken of, we saw M. bleeding and insensible. 
One arm had sunk into the cavity of the rock; his 
legs were held by thick branches; ofte arm seemed 
broken, and his %ce and hair *were stained with 
blood. On lookir^ down, we saw the remains of 
a large leopard lying smashed upon the sharp points 
of the rocks below. * 

Did M. recover 1 yqu will probably ask. He did, 
but after much suffering. When peering through the 
trees, trying to catch a glimpse of the light, he felt 
a movement at his side ^tand in about a second after, 
a gtip of teeth on his arm and a huge paw on his 
shoulder. Then it was he shrieked as he was being 
borne down, and the next moment he fell with his 
assailant headlong through the gap we had noticed. 
He lost consciousness on rolling down, and remem¬ 
bered ilothing until day-break, when he found 
himself lying in the branches stiff and cold. The 
impetuous beast had, it is likely, lost its hold in 
' the fall, and in struggling to regain a footing and 
its victim, while rapidly tumbling through the brush¬ 
wood, had suddenly and for a moment poised on 
the rock ledge, and then fallen into the chasm below. 
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THE leotard. 


This species is next in size to the panther /its length 
from the nose t3 the tail^is about four feet and its tail 
is about two and a half feet long. It is of a lively 



yellow colour, marked on the back and sides with small 
spota disposed in circles and placed pretty cTosely^ 
together; its face and legs *are marked with single 
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spots ; its breast and bfelly are covered with longef 
hair than the rest of its body, of a whitish colour; the 
spots on* its tail are long and oblong* It inhabits 
Senegal, Guinea, and several parts of India, and will 
sometimes attack man as well as bther animals. 

When the beasjs^of chase fail the leopards descend 
in crowds from the interior parts of Africa, and make 
great havoc among the numerous herds that cover the 
rich meadows of Lower Guinea; they tear their prey in 
pieces both with their claws and teeth, and though 
perpetually devouring they are always thin; the pan¬ 
thers are their natural enemies and destroy large 
numbers of them. 

The negroes take them in pitfalls covered at the top 
with slight hurdles, on ^which is placed some young 
animal as a bait; when taken ♦’ they feast on the 
leopard’s flesh, which is said to be as white as veal 
and vety well tasted. The negresses make beads and 
collars of its teeth, and attribute to them certain 
virtues. 

In Asia the leopard is found in the mountains of 
Caucasus, from Persia to India, and also in China 
where it is called poupu * The Bokaiian traders who 
often take their skins to Russia called them ban. It 
inhabits Arabia where it is called Nemr. It is said 

I , . I • 

that in that country, as well as Egypt, it does no hurt 
to man unless provoked, but will enter houses at night 
and destroy dogs and cats. The .manners and dis- 
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position of the leopard are wry similar to those of the 
panther ; it ha^been trained to hunting in India, and 
they may be seen in packs in the native courts. 

The hunting leopard, or cheetah, is a beautiful 
animal of the size Sind sliape of a large greyhound ; of 
a long make, with long legs and a narrow deep chest ; 
it has a small head ; eyes of a pafe orange; the end ot 
its nose black; a dusky line runs from each corner of 
the mouth to the corner of each eye; its ears are short 
and of a tawny colour, marked with a brown bar ; its 
face, chin and throat are of a pale yellowish brown ; 
the face is slightly spotted, and the body is of a light 
tawny brown, marked with numbers of small, round, 
black spots, not in circles, but each distinct. The spots 
on the outside of the legs are larger than those of the 
inside ; the hair oai the,top of the neck is longer than 
the rest, forming a kind of mane; that on the body is 
white and long; the tail is of a reddish brown marked 
above with black spots. It inhabits India and the 
South of Africa; and is tamed and trained for the 
chase of antelopes; it is carried in a small kind of 
cart chained and hoodwinked till it approaches the 
herd. When first unchaiiwsd it does not immediately 
make its attempt, but winds along the ground stoop¬ 
ing and concealing itself till it gets a proper advantage, 
then darts on {he animate with surprising quickness 
and overtakes them by the rapidity of its boimds, 
if it does hot succeed in its first efforts, consisting ot 
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five or six amazing leapsf it misses its prey ; losing its 
breath and finding itself unequal in ^spirit, it stands 
still, gives* up the pursuit and returns to its master; 
but it succeeds at least three times*out of four in 
securing its game, which it seizes' by the neck and 
holds securely until the hunters come up. The great 
aim of the hunting leopard is to steftl unperceived 
behind its prey. 


TIGER OF THE CARWAR WOODS, 

There are three species in the Carwar woods. These 
woods are on the Malabar coast southward of Cape 
Ramu^. The smallest of the tigers is the fiercest. It 
is not above two feet high, when it walks. It is very 
cunning, and delights much in human flesh. The 
second sort is about three feet high, and hunts deer and 
wild hogs and a little creature called a pissai. Its 
body has the shape of a deer, but its head like a 
swine; and as. a boar has .two long tusks growing up* 
wards from the nether jaw, so it has two long sharp 
teeth which grow downward from the upper jaw, 
and reach as low as the under part of Ihe lower jaw. 
They aie very harmless and timid, and feed on grass 
and herbs. 
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The largest size of the tig(!rs is above three feet and 
a half high whejj they walk. They are less rapacious 
than the others, seldom greedy of human* flesh, and 
sooner frightenftd. 

One of the natives had a buffalo fast in a bog, and 
while he sought for assistance to ^^tricate the animal 
a large tiger made its appearance and saved further 



trouble by pulling the buffalo out by its own dexterity 
and strength, and when this-had been done was on the 
point of walking off with its prize when the native 
and his neighbours made their appearance. When the 
tiger saw the people he dropped the biiflalo and made 
for the neighbouring jungle, into which he quickl^^ 
plunged and disappeared. 
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“ I was once/* says a traveller, “ in these woods try¬ 
ing to get a bag of some deer, but»having only an 
ordinary musket and finding my powder damped by 
rain, I was on the eve of returning^ when I observed a 
tiger of the largest size standing on the same path 
with his face^towafds me. As soon as^e saw me he 
squatted on his belly and wagged his tail; crawling * 
closely towards me I thought it would be useless to fly, 
so I stepped leisurely forjvard till I came within ten 
yards of him. I then clubbed my piece and made 
what noise I could to frighten him, and he, I suppose 
out of civility, rushed in kmongst a thicket of bushes 
and left me the road, a kindness I did not care to ac¬ 
cept of, and got in amongst the bushes on the opposite 
side, I daresay much moite frightened than he was.** 
The collector in this neighbourhocTd is held in high 
esteem, and when he goes on a hunting expedition he 
is gener^ly accompanied with several of his English 
neighbours, who bring with them their servants and 
such skilled villagers, as they think will be useful. 
The part chosen as affording the greatest quantity of 
game in the smallest compass is taken possession of 
by all who carry arms, whd are stationed at con¬ 
venient distances, while a number of natives rouse the 
ga^ne by making a noise on their tom-toms well calcu¬ 
lated 0 frighten the savage and other denizens of the 
♦■woods. These natives spread themselves sometimes 
for a mile or two, and on a signal given strike up and 
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march to the place where thtf sportsmen are stationed. 
The wild animals being astonished beyond measure at 
the unusual din, betake themselves to their heels, and 

fall in the ambtfscade, and many of them are killed and 
wounded in their fiftght. 


TIGER IN COORG. 

k 

When in India a few years ago I had an opportunity 
of taking part in a fight with a tiger which came off in 
the jungles of Coorg, near tbe coffee estate of a friend 
whose guest I was! He had arrived in the country 
about half a dozen years previously an almost penni¬ 
less stranger, in which condition he introduced him¬ 
self to Mr. S-, the owner of considerable property 

in that region. My friend’s application for employment 
was successful, and he was soon after installed as 
assistant superintendent of an estate near Mercara. 
Subsequently he was en&bled to purchase a long 
sweep of virgin land, and begin planting on his own 
account. 

His was indeed a heavy and trying task at ^rst. 
The land, as may be supposed, was as yet untouchefl 
by fire or axe, consisting simply of a large acreage of 
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jungle, thickly wooded vdth bamboo, pine and bush, 
and so isolated from population as to teem with almost 
all descriptions of hill game. To bring such a wild 
tract into bearing was enough to discourage more 


«* 



experienced men than my friend Fisher, but being 
full of youthful endurance and pluck, he bravely threw 
doJm his blanket and gun, and commenced operations. 
• Witli his coolies he cut and hewed do^m sufficient 

r 

wood to admit of planting, and that he cleared by one 
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immense bonfire, which forced the denizens of the 
forest back yelling and howling into yet deeper soli- 
Hides. During leisure moments he erected a^emporary 
shelter, but th^e were so few, that the hut was ill- 
adapted as a defence against the heavy night, d^ws, 
and the still more deadly malaria hanging densely 
around the newly-opened land. • 

His main object, however, was to get the first plant¬ 
ing of young coffee trees in ground before .tf^e 
monsoon, to escape the three months’ inactivity W^ich 
these rains enforce. And by dint ^f surprising ^dps- 
Hy he was successful„for ere the downpour began fifty 
acres of the estate were covered with yQnng.^plants. 
Proceeding thus, exteixding and cultivating until 
third year, he had the salisfjjption of picking, pulping, 
drying, and sellingdiis first crop of CQffee,an4*by that 
time Waversly estate was reckoned by gcwDd judges Que 
of the most promising properties in the bamboo 
country. 

His temporary shelter iiad long before been ex¬ 
changed for a small but substantial bungalow, erected* 
on the hillside, whence the whole estate could be seen, 
and the planter’s bugle couki be heard in the coolies’ 
lines, rousing the inmates from sleep at the break of 
day. 

It was towarcTs the close of a Janaary evening t^at 
we sat smoking and discussing the nature of feveral* 
attacks on Fisher’s cattle, tnade hy a tigress known lo 
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have been in the neiglibdurhoeJ for montlis, but until 
early in the new year no ^espoiler property. The 
truth is she lay directly iu the track of tlie sambhur or 
hill deer, during their frequent'* ^fits to and from the 
higher regions, and for a time "'the brute was amply 
provided with foo(i,^but, her hardihood increasing, the 
game turned in another direction, thusleaving her to 
such resources as were "on the spot. Hence she 
turned first upon a pai^ of bujlocks owned by a neigh- 

o 

hour, and afterwards upon Fisher’s, three out of six 
having been killed. 

Several attempts had«been made by shikarees to 
effect her destruction, but without success ; indeed she 
seemed to hold the natives in utu-;r contempt, and grew 
more audacious than evej. Then it was that Fisher 
resolved to make her acquakuanc^, and asked me to 
join him. To assail her own quarters was highly dan¬ 
gerous, so we decided to wait until she again sought 
to recruit her stores from the cattle shed, and with that 
in view Fisher caused her movements to be watch 
*"by a fine old fellow, half shikaree half servant, then 
shooting jungle fowl for table. 

From the reports so far received it was thought the 
tigress would make her appearance towards midnight, 
or during the earlier hours of the morning succeeding 
the evening on which we lud sat charting togetlier. 
/But to avoid a profitless and uncomfortable watch, 
ehoul^i any unlooked-for delay arise, additional scouts 
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had been sent forward to ifetum when she appeared 
on the eve of ijioving. 

We had both retired for the night and were fast 
asleep, dreanfing proj^ably more of the snow-clad 
woodlands and the'warm hearths of the old country, 
than the savage brute whose strcigth arjd cunning we 
had previously been discussing, when we were sud¬ 
denly awaked ^nd told that the tigress had already 
left her lair and was then hidden in a mass of thick 

m 

wood not farther than a mile from the cattle. We 
were soon on foot, dressed and armed ; each had a 
rifle charged with ball and a4ong Coorg-knife, a curved 
broad-bladed weapon of the most formidable kind. 
The natives carried three smooth-bores charged with 
slugs, and the Aiinor requirements of the hunt. As far 
as weapons went we felt equal to any occasion if not 
separated or surprised, and hoped for the best whatever 
might take place. 

As I have said, the bungalow was situated high up 

on the mountain side, fronting the north and looking 

down on a long, deep valley, stretching for several 

miles from east to west. Beyond the confines of the 

estate, the forest rose densely towards the left, but in 

the opposite direction was broken and detached until 

lost in the vast space intervening between these#re- 

gions and the still more easterly Ghauts, or vtfiat are 

more familiarly known as the neilgherries. ‘ 

> 

We quickly descended the hill by bridle path to 
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the bosom of the valley^ and striking off through a 
planting of young coffee trees reached^the borders of 
the proper<ty where the cattle were located, after about 
half-an-hour’s walk or scramble. A dangerous spot 
it certainly was to choose for bullocks, seeing how 
thickly the jungle^|[rass rose in the rear, but then 
it was convenient, being the nearest' point to the 

j 

government road leading -to Mercara—the only hill 
market for produce away from the coast. Here Fisher 
had erected a rude shelter for the cattle, which for 
ordinary purposes, however, served as well as a more 
expensive structure, but fpr the matter of defence it 
was not so wtell adapted ;• the door way was shattered 
and broken, and the door itself a mere apology for 
one : though I doubt whether any material short of 
iron would stand the shock o^ a tiger’s spring, if the 
brute were hungry, and within a few yards of a fat 
bullock. % Fisher had had no great reason to fear an at¬ 
tack, so rarely does any wild animal, unless a man-eater, 
or a rogue elephant,approach the sunoundingsof man. 
But if by accident any hungry monster^ appeared on 
the spot the planter’s only real defence was in shot 

4 - 

and steel. » 

On reaching the shed we were told that the tigress 
was moving cautiously some little distance up die 
vahey towards the estate, but so inc^irectly, that it 
.was dhTicult to tell confidently bow. long we might 
have to wait. Fisher theti had the three remaining 
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I^Uocks moved away from ihe door to the upper end 
ot the shed, apd fastened by 'strong ro})es to thick 
iron staples, lest in their fright they shopld break loose 
and rush againat us at a critical moment His calm 
steady nerve while*makmg these and other prepara¬ 
tions proved what a true sportsman he was. I myself 
felt agitated iif view of the coming daifger, a feeling 
common to' most men placed for the first time in a 
similar position. 

How long we waited for flie warning signal 1 have 
no recollection. At length it came, a hoarse croak in 
imitation of that of the buU-frog—and we were in¬ 
stantly on the alert. Kneeling down with levelled 
rifles about half-a-dozen paces from the doorway 
within the shed we remained silently watching. 
Fisher’s nerve was as ^rm as a rock, and my own 
growing firmer. Listening anxiously, we heard the 
sound of a heavy body moving through the dry 
jungle grass and wood. It was a crash followed by 
a long pause, but both the movement and pause 
were so irregular that it seemed as if the animatl 
was uncertain of proceeding further. After a long, 
unbroken pause, she seemed to make a sudden 
rush and leap through evidently a clump of 
bamboo, so great was the succeeding crash. Then 
all was again quiet in the rear, butrinside the sShed 
the cattle, instinctively aware of what was A han^ 
'began to shake and tremble and attempt to break awa 3 f 
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from their fastenings. Siill the quietness outside con¬ 
tinued, and that so long, that Fisher {eared the tigress 
had been*scared or allured by some object she either 
dreaded, or relished. He had almost*concluded that 
such was the case, when an immense body sprang like 
lightning from th^ ^bush in front to within pistol shot 
of the doorway. * 

/ 

" Fire Iexclaimed Fisher, as the brute was about 
to spring again, and as the word was uttered both 
pieces were discharged straight at her ear. She was 
struck but not fatally. Recoiling for a moment she 
rushed forward furious wjlth pain, but not before the 
contents of the smooth-bores were lodged in her 
breast j the guns having been within reach. Before 
we could reload she ros^ bleeding from the ground 
and leaped clear through the» entrance, her claws ex¬ 
tended to the full and her mouth open and hideous; 
she fell crash through the entrance just as we started 
back; even then the danger was frightful. It was 
madness to rush in upon her, yelling with pain and 
'’rage as she was, but these were not moments for 
thought, only for impulsive* action. As she rolled 
over, Fisher threw himself on her body, knife in 
hand, 1 following, and. in a few moments after 
becoming unconscious, my arm being broken and torn 
in the brute’s mouth. ' Fisher was down too, bruised, 
4»and ISleeding, but weak though he was, I -was 
afterwards told he struck blow after blow with his 
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tnife, calling on the shiksyee who had hurried to 
the spot to strike deeper, higher, nearer the heart 
and where he couldn't reach. And it was well he did 
^r his hand relaxed its grasp of his knife, as the 
native drove hisohom% to the heart of the dying 
monster. ' * 

When restcced to consciousnessf Fisher and myself 
were soon after placed iy kind and skilled hands, 
thanks to the good offices of a neighbouring planter. 
Nor was it long before Fishfir was strong and well 
again, and I able to continue my journey eastward. 


TIGER SHOOTI1SM5 BY NATIVE CHIEFS. 

The native gentry of Rajpootana are very fond of 
tiger shooting, or what a sportsman would call a 
shooting promenade. For before they begin there 
must be some certainty of securing the game, and 
perfect immunity from danger while engaged in the 
sport. To ‘ shoot on foot in the wilds of a strange 
country, where at any moment they may be seized and 
dragged dying through thorny bush, and delivered, in 
the form of a shpper to half-a-dozen hnngry whelps, is 
a proceeding little to their liking. They relislkas little 
also the aid of the elephant in jungle warfare, as arf 
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elephant; unless an old sl^ager who can wink contempt 
tuously at a tiger, is apt to bolt, and }p its flight pass 
under branches thick enough to knock the howdah 
and its occupant from its back. Besides, a desperate 
tiger h|is been known to spring ii()on the elephant’s 
shoulder, and by ^ijother effort seize the sportsman’s 
head, and thus crush for ever his huntihg and indeed 
all other aspirations. • 

The element of danger is the principal attraction of 
tiger shooting to an Englishman, and he justly regards 
with contempt the precautions the native takes to 
acquire fame as a hunter, at the least possible bodiiy 
risk.* The latter is of course entitled to shoot in the 
fashion best suited to his nerves, and nobody would 
be inclined to quarrel wit)i him if he never ventured 
to touch a trigger; but what British sportsmen do object 
to, and that most emphatically, is the way in which the 
gaitie is preserved by the native gentry. For the sake 
6f a few days in the jungle every season, on which 
occasions several tigers are bagged, the chief of tire 
district forbids the inhabitants tO destroy them them< 
kelves or assist strangers* in discovering their haunts. 
In consequence the brutes increase wonderfully fast, 
knd If few of them turn out actual man-eaters, they all 
fievdop into cattle-eaters, and victimize rite farmers 
lo k wOeful extent. 

• Stratfgers, especially British ofiiders, care very little 
for the'cliief^ thell wishes t!nr commands, and destroy 
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the tig^r with as little concert within gun-shot of the 
native ear, as thty do when miles away from inhabited 
territory. But in their shooting excursions they re¬ 
quire food for tfiemselve^ and supplies for their horses. 
They also require guides and beaters if they do not 
wish to spend the whole of their# leave in one neigh- 
bourhood, and thus it is that by forbidding the people 
to assist in any way, an insignificant chief can annoy 
and drive sportsmen from his (Jistrict without appear¬ 
ing unfriendly to the visitors, or disrespectful to the 
authorities. For let a complaint be made against him 
and he declares solemnly that his invariable practice 
has been to afford strangers every assistance. . If his 
people have disobeyed instructions they sliall be 
punished, destroyed if the sahib wishes it, or the entire 
population if he liKes shnll turn out ^nd assist him to 
kill the tiger. The chiefs people take all the blame 
upon themselves, knowing that if they told the truth, a 
heavy rod would be laid on their shoulders as soon as 
the stranger’s back was turned, and the collector en¬ 
gaged in somewhat more important business. * 

The poor villagers woftld, if the matter of assisting 
the sahib were left to themstelves, gladly place all they 
possess at his disposal. He might have the pick of the 
smartest and most intelligent of the lads as guides, 
and the advice of all the gossips in the place, as to 
the whereabouts of the game. His arrival would be*^ 
gnnoupced with an air of triumph to the population 

u 
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of neighbouring villages, who would burn with 
jealousy that his lot had been cast bo^^ond their reach. 
They wobld see none of the bright, hard, beautiful 
rupees, which the sahib was sure to hl&ve in sackfuls. 
They would have no opportunity of pouring forth their 
sorrows before a sj'npatheticface; all the pickings and 

* I 

plunder would go to their neighbours, and they thein-^ 
selves would not be one |fie the richer. For the sahib 
always pays handsonifly for supplies and assistance, 
knowing well that it is his interest to conciliate as 
much as possible the natives, on whose good will his * 
chances of enjoying sport so much depend. When 
a native chief longs for a day or two’s shooting, all his 
relatives and friends are summoned to a conference, at 
which his praises are sung loudly and long, and every 
other chief in the country is xlenoflnced as an object 
of insignificance,' too poor, mean, and cowardly a 
being fb be named in the same breath with their host 
He is the hero of the day before whose presence the 
tiger trembles, and snakes sneak abashed into their 
holes. To see him shoot inspires the young men with 
■courage and fills the hearts oY the elders with amaze¬ 
ment ; he holds in, his Hand the fate of all the wild 
beasts in Kotah or Bpondee, and upholds the honour 
and adds to the glory of his mighty race as becometh 
a great prince. 

* In return for a lavish exp^mdilure of flattery, the 
chief entertains his guest with the fat .of his pantryi 
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and an occasional nod signif)ring that their sentiments 
are approved. Orders are issued to prepare for the 
great hunt, and forthwith depart shikarees ii>search of 
the game that ia supposed to fly from their lord’s pre¬ 
sence. The most "capatle of the villagers are con¬ 
verted into beaters whether they like the task or no, 
and as a rule they do not like it, for besides having a 
'wholesome dread of a tiger^they feel certain of being 
plundered during their absence by their bosom 
friends. * 

In the meantime stands are erected in the vicinity 
of the game upon which, on^ the appointed day, the 
chief, his friends and his followers, all armed to the 
teeth, take their places. “The whole, party,’’ says 
Tlieutenant Rice, is generally very conspicuous, being 
mostly dressed in white qjc gaudy-coloured cloths ; and* 
because they keep up a continued noise of loud talk¬ 
ing, hookah smoking, &c. At length the beating 
commences j for this purpose the impressed men, 
instead of being kept huddled up as closely as possi¬ 
ble together, in which formation alone their safety lies,* 
are spread out in a long# single line as if they were 
about to merely beat up a hare or deer. They thus 
continue advancing, making their utmost noise, beat¬ 
ing drums, blowing horns, firing of matchlocks with 
the view of drivihg the tiger past the positions takfn 
up by the chiefs and their followers. The tigef is of# 
course soon rQused, and perhaps at first allows himself 
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to be driven in the proper direction, but soon catching 
sight of his enemies above in the ctands, naturally 
bolts, and at once perceiving the trap laid for his 
destruction generally turns# round and dashes back 
with loud roars through the thin line of beaters in his 
rear, often kpockiLg down one or two pnfortunate men 
who have .not time even to get out of the way. Should# 
the tiger, however, prefer to run the gauntlet of the fire 
from his foes on the pjafforms in the trees above, often 
harmless enough, as he bounds off roaring, after rush¬ 
ing past his would-be murderers, he* is of course pro¬ 
nounced to have been ‘dddled with balls,’ though to 
ascertain this fact no steps are taken ; ‘ following up * 
the prints or bipod of a wounded tiger is a feat utterly 
unheard of by those mighty princes.” A tiger has been 
known to pass the stands, a^ coolly as if he were con¬ 
vinced that the chief and his party were dummies, but 
then he must have been an old stager who knew every 
trick and trap of the enemy as well as he knew his own 
den. And it must have been an interesting spectacle to 
the impartial observer to have seen two-score of excited 
natives blazing away at the old fellow as he leisurely 
moved past, slowly waving his tail, as a significant 
signal of contempt. Although built to bear a great 
weight, the stands, like those in this country, sometimes 
give way, and at the critical moment; instead of being 
r received by a shower of lead the tiger is saluted by 
shouts, yells, and groans, broken planks ^ndbranche^j, 
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and if he be near enough, % member or two of the 
illustrious party. 

The chief of-and his vassals came once to grief 

in this way. The preparations had been on an un¬ 
usually grand scale*, lagers in his neighbourhood, a 
very beautiful one, abounded, and it was confidently 
expected that the ''bag” would be large.* There were 
' three stands, one for the chief and his favourites, a 
second for aspiring but needy retainers, and a third 
for those of “ low degree.” TKere was a good deal of 
floating jealousy as to who was who among the chiefs 
followers, and on the day when the sport began, half-a- 
dozen of the jealous ones, instead of taking their places 
on No. 2 stand, boldly ascended to No. i to the 
amazement and disgust of the chosen. The chief 
himself was too intent watching the approach of the 
game, the beaters having roused a fine full-grown tiger, 
to notice the angry looks of the two parties. They, 
caring less for the game than the matter of privilege, 
commenced to wrangle for place as the roaring brute 
came bounding past, and instead of firing grappled* 
with each other, the favourites to thrust the intruders 
back, and the latter to gain, the front. The binding 
of the boughs cracked, the timbers separated, and the 
“grand stand” disappeared. 

On the ground was the chief with a* broken he^, 
and a tougli branch athwart his body, while legs and • 
arms, some in motion and others still, appeared 
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amidst ajrich profusion bf broken wood, fire-arms, lire 
dishes, pipes, and brass pots. 

It rarcty, however, happens that such accidents take 
place, and quite as rarely is a tiger shot by the plat- 
form sportsman. What, however, does often happen, 
is the death of onf ^or more of the beaters while driv- 

* f 

ing the game within range of the guns. But then^ 

nobody care's whether thef villagers live or die. The 

chief and his retinue enjoy themselves, and return 

^ * 

from the revel to feast and chatter, and dream of new 
exploits in the jungle, leaving the widow of the dead 
beater to wail and rend Jier garments until the kindled 
pile has reduced the mangled corpse to ashes. 


t 


9 


I 


AN ADVENTURE WITH A MAN-EATER. 

The repose of a small town in India was sudd'^nly 
* disturbed one evening by the appearance of a man- 
eater, whose size, daring, ^n€ cunning, created no little 
alarm in the native mind: The visitor announced 
its arrival by seizing a native while driving his cattle 
leisurely homeward, and attempting to carry him off 

t *' 

to some dark' recess in the forest, there to sup on 
the unfortunate. Alarmed, however, by the shouts and 
yells of a crowd, that had hastily collected and hurried 
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in pursuit, the visitor dropped! the body and fled, but 
not without a inqputhful or two, for the hands, feet, and 
face of the victim were missing. • 

The villager!? turned out in a body to discover the 
brute’s haunt and'^destroy its inmate before further 
mischief was done. But fruitlesg^indeed were their 
efforts. The cunning animal had no regular haunt 
in the neighbourhood, but was supposed to have 
one in a hill some little distance from town. It had 

f • 

what we may call its hunting boxes,” these being 
deep, unused pits, where it hid all day. On another 
occasion the man-eater slijjped out from its hiding- 
place at dusk, and laid its huge paw on a young 
woman while she and her friends were at work. 
Before a word could be uttered, she was borne dead 
quickly out of sight; her companions struck dumb 
with terror were unable to call for assistance before 
the monster had disappeared. 

The previous excitement was as nothing in com¬ 
parison to that which now reigned. Who would be the 
next victim ^ was the inquiry in everybody’s mouth. A 
strong party was got toother, and the course the tiger 
had taken followed. Tllis was discovered by the 
strips of clothing, and hair and blood on the bushes 
through which fhe victim had been dragged. Press¬ 
ing on, and keeping well together through the high 
grass and thorn bushes, the party reached the*border« 
of a dense thickef, and there found the mutilated 
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remains of the female. Her death as I have said was 

t 

instantaneous, her skull having been “ smashed in.” 

Satisfied with finding what remained of the body, 
the party started back for the villagp; thus leaving 
the man-eater at liberty to rettirn at some future time* 
and stalk another of the natives. Arriving shortly 
after with tw® frieiids in the neighbourliDod, and learn¬ 
ing what had occurred, we^determined to do our best ‘ 
to rid the country of the brute. By “ we ” I mean my 
companions, Rose and‘Forbes, who had shot all kinds 
of big game, while I had not as yet seen a tiger in its 
native wilds. 

When it was known that the “ sahibs*’ were going 
in pursuit of their enemy, the villagers grew unusually 
valorous, uttering threats which, had they reached 
the tiger’s ear and been understood, our hunt would 
have come to nothing, so well calculated were these 
threats frighten an animal possessing reasoning 
powers from the place. * While mentioning this, let me 
extract an amusing story which Colonel Campbell 
t^ells of an old Kandeish sportsman. “ We were,*' 
says the old sportsman, V clo^ng in upon a wounded 
tiger, whose hind leg was broken. SomeBheels, who 
had run up the trail to a patch of high grass, were 
drawing back now that their game was found, when 
thetbrute started up behind the elephafit, and charged 
the nearest man, a little hairy, lundy-legged, square- 
built oddity, morelike a satyr than a human being. Away 
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spun the Bheel for the nearesj: tree, with the wounded 
tiger roaring at his haunches. By the Prophet, sir, it 
would have done your heart good to see tlie spring 
the active little pinner made. Just in time he reached 
the tree, and scrambled*lnto a branch hardly out of 
reach. There he sat crouched into the smallest 
possible compRss, expecting every moment to be 
among the houris. The tiger made several desperate 
efforts to reach him, but, the broken hind leg failing, 
he dropped back exhausted.' Tt was now the Bheel’s 
turn. He saw that he was safe, and accordingly 
commenced a philippic against the father and mother, 
sisters, aunts, nieces, and children of his helpless 
enemy; who sat with glaring eyeballs fixed on his 
contemptible little reviler, and roaring as if his 
heart would break, with/age. As the excited orator 
warmed by his -own eloquence, he began skipping 
from branch to branch, grinning and chattering with 
the emphasis of an enraged baboon, pouring forth a 
torrent of the most foul abuse, and attributing to the 
tiger’s family in general, and Jiis female relatives in 
particular, every crime and atrocity that ever was or 
ever will be committed. Occasionally he varied his 
insults by roaring in imitation of the tiger ; and at 
last, when fairly exhausted, he leant forward till he 
appeared within the grasp of the enraged aniifial, 
and ended this inimitable scene by spitting in hig 
face. So very absurd was the whole farce that we* 
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who were at first shoving up the elephant in alarm 
for the safety of our hairy little fiiiend, ended by 
laughing ftl^our sides ached ; and it was not without 
reluctance that we put an en<j[ to the scene by firing 
a death volley.” 

Sending out sccwits, we heard on their return that a 
tigress had,been seen about five miles off, near the 
summit of a lull lying westwards. There she had 
probably her haunt It seemed likely also that this 
tigress and the man-eater were one and the same 
animal. This surmise we soon discovered was correct. 

The villagers willinglytfumished us with a gang of 
beaters, whose capacity for making a noise we under¬ 
stood was perfect; that we took for granted, lest 
we might, be solicited to hear what they could do. 
With our own party were thVee shikarees, who had 
been tested and found efficient in jungle warfare. 

When ready to start it was towards evening. For 
some distance we got along quickly enough, but on 
entering the jungle it grew so thick that the pace 
grew very slow. The low ground was swampy, and 
covered with bamboo leavel ;'and as we left it, and 
rose higher, it was ix>ckV and uncertain. It was 
better, however, than the prickly bush, as we were 
able to trudge along quicker, and consequently in 
better spirits. The spot we were making for was a 
*cav^m in the htll side, where we had good reason to 
belieVe the tigress was, or had been. 
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As we approached we coifld detect no cave, only a 
boulder of rocl% lying just as it had rolled from the 
summit. But as we ascended higher, the ^trance of 
a cave'could be seen, the boulder hiding it from view 
being lower down. It certainly looked a dangerous 
place to enter when th^ tenant yms at home, and we 
were uncertain on that point. 

As an experiment a kid was tied to a tree and a 
small pebble placed in its es^r, a short distance from 
the tree. The cry of the little animal often draws 
the tiger from his lair, but on this occasion we 
could hear no sound of ajiimal life in or near the 
cave. The tigress was evidently abroad, or lay gorged 
with food in some dark recess. 

Finding that we were only losing time, waiting as 
we were, Rose f>roposed that he would enter the 
place, while we kept watch outside, to prevent 
surprise. Nothing came of the search ; the tigress was 
abroad. The question then was to discover her 
whereabouts, and give her a deadly reception on her 
return. The beaters, in the meantime, had be&i 
looking for tracks in th^ low ground, and that silently, 
for the order had not, as *yct, gone forth to tom-tom. 
While consulting as to the next step, a messenger 
brought word, that our “ game" was down in the 
low ground, evidently going in her roundabout style 
to help herself to another of the valorous nativ^. 
The coolies were, on the receipt of this intelligence, 
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directed to the east of tjie tigress, and beat so as to 
drive her in the direction of the cave. The shikarees 
were instructed to warn us on the (fiscovery of the 
game. t 

As it was not improbable tWit the cave led to some 
subterranean passage opening out in another direction, 
as is the case with several on these hilM, it was advis¬ 
able to cut Off this way of e§,cape, as well as to prevent 
a retreat to the jungle, where our chance of securing 
her hide would be som^hat remote. 

It was arranged then that Rose and one of the 
shikarees should remain hid by the bo&lder, ready to 
receive the animal as so5n as she appeared ; and a 
few yards to the left Forbes, I, and the third hunter 
took our stand, to greet her should she turn. I don’t 
remember now how long we waited,.it could not have 
been more than an hour, yet to me it seemed almost 
twelve hours. It was a beautiful moonlight night, and 
all nature around us seethed wrapt in slumber. It 
was while marvelling on the sudden silence that had 
fg^llen on the land that a low sound caught the ear; it 
grew gradually louder and louder, until we recognized 
the tom-toming of the beaters. Louder grew the 
sound, and then came the sharp cracTc of a rifle. 

We were now all fully on the alert, as the game, 
udgjng by the Sjound, could not be fal off. At last 
he shik|]iree heard the sound of a movement in the 
ungle, a rapid movement such as a large beast would 
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make forcing its way thfbugh bush. The move¬ 
ment grew ijpore intense, then • a huge tigress, 
with glaring red-hot eyes, sprang from the bush to 
the rock at ^he cave’s mouth. The contents of 
three barrels checked but did not stop her career. 
A volley of slugs followed. Tlj^e staggered her a 
bit, but she ^as not yet settled ; gathering together 
her strength she suddenly*turned, and, facing Forbes 
and I, rushed upon us with gleaming jaws. The 
contents of the remaining barrels turned her, and 
as she faced the cave her eyes caught Rose and the 
shikaree, and with an apj^alling roar of pain and 
passion she fell upon them. 

On rushing to the spot with knife and axe we found 
Rose down in the brute’s gpasp, while his companion 
lay insensible across its body, with his long knife 
buried in it. Forbes ended the struggle by a blow 
from his axe, while I went for assistance. That 
arriving, the wounded men were attended to, and we 
all set out for the village. The natives rejoiced ex¬ 
ceedingly when they saw the carcass of their enemy 
borne triumphantly to olir encampment. 


THE BISON. 

The Indian bison is not only the most forfhidabl^ 
member of the Ox family, but the terror of the forest 
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in the hills of western Ijidia. Unlike its Americah 
cousin, whose physiognomy is menacing and ferocious, 
but whos^ disposition is pacific and*'inofFensive, the 
Indian bison is naturally fierce, darii)g and difficult 
to kill. The native hunters have a greater dread of 
the bison than of the tiger, and can rarely be pte- 

o • 

vailed upon “to attack it. It frequents the Ghauts, 
and the wildest forest i;^nges of the Himalayas. * 
When found it is in the morning, browsing in herds of 
ten or fifteen, in an opbn glade, where they find the 
tender shoots of the bamboo, and sweet young grass, 
upon which they chiefly depend for food. As the sun 
rises and the heat increases they disappear into the 
recesses of the forest, where they are unapprcachable. 

Occasionally a bull ventures into the open country 
and grunts defiance to the hupter, and, when attacked, 
often kills, and usually injures, one or more of the 
party. Colonel Campbell relates an instance of this. 

“ A large bull was discovered in an open plain several 
miles from any jungle, and information having been 
’sent to the nearest military station, a party of young 
officers turned out against fhim* The original plan 
was to approach him quietly and shoot him ; but on 
arriving at the ground it was found so beautifully 
adapted for cavalry movements that some of the young 
gintlemen, who were keen hog hunfers, proposed to 
give fne noble brute something like fair fflay, by 
attacking him on horseback with their favourite 
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weapon, the spear. This measure, more chivalrous 
than prudent, w^s carried by a large majority; and 
after a desperate engagement, which lasted several 
hours, the unfottunate bull was done to death; but 
not befpre one horse had been killed and its rider 
severely injured. The horse being^young and violent 
did not wheel off quickly enough when tlie spear was 
delivered, and the bull catching him under the flanks 
with his horns tossed him over his head as if he had 
been no heavier than a dog. The horse had his 
spine and thigh-bone fractured, and the rider was with 
difficulty saved from the enr^ed animal by his com 
panions coming to the rescue, and diverting his attack 
to themselves.” 

The skull of the bison is^ wonderfully thick ; it i& 
about two inches 4hick^ and so hard and compact, 
that it will resist a bullet weighing upwards of an 
ounce of lead. This may seem absurd, but those who 
know the bison best, assert that no sporting shot can 
penetrate the skull. The only effect that an ounce 
bullet has is to stun the animal for a few seconds. • 

When in sight of the* enemy it runs very swiftly 
although it cannot long continue its flight; rushing 
forward with its head very low so that the hoofs are 
raised higher than the head. In shooting bison the 
sportsman requires two pieces, a double-barrefed 
rifle and a smooth bore, a good supply of ammiSnitiocjft 
a knife useful enough to destroy both animal and 
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vegetable life, as in these wilds a path has to be in¬ 
dustriously hacked from the forest, ^Defore the game 
can be reached. Dress is an imj^ortant item in 
sporting life, and the nearec that it can be to the 
•* colourof drybambooor withered herbage ” the better. 
But the mo^t important of all is a caj3acity to stand 
the disappointments and successes of the sport, the* 
rage of thirst, the weary waiting and watching, and the 
attacks of disease whiQh.the sportsman has to bear up 
against. But few Englishmen could be got to confess 
that they were incapacitated for following “ big game; 

and when a man goes thiough the jungle in this spirit— 

* 

the spirit that with care and practice he can do any¬ 
thing—he bids fair to survive and return hair skin 
ladened. Campbell was* a very successful sportsman, 
and his success was due gre’atly to his own love of 
forest life, and his great pluck and endurance. 

While hunting one day on the banks of the Black 
River, he and his friend Bruce heard a slight rustling 
sound proceed from beyond a thick clump of bamboo. 
They both crept forward to the thicket, and separating 
*‘ proceeded to get round it on opposite sides.” The 
report of Bruce’s rifle was heard shortly after, “ followed 
by a crash as if a squadron of cavalry were charging 
through the forest.” Emerging fronvtbe thicket and 
landing on the border of an, open glade, Campbell 
J*fbund a female bison lying struggling and tearing up 
the earth in the hopeless effort to regain her footing. 



India, Africa, and amkric.a. ' • 

instinctively drew my hunting knife and rushed for 
ward to despatch her. It was in vain that Bruce 
shouted to me to hold back, for he knew tfie animal 
was only hit in the^flank*and might get up again ; in 
the excitement of the moment I was deaf to his cries, 
and getting rjose up behind tWfi shpiilder of the 
wounded bison, so that she could neither*strike with 
her head nor her feet, I drove the knife up to the hilt 
in her side. She instantly ^psang to her feet with a 
convulsive bound, uttering a roar that might be heard 
for miles. But the knife had reached her heart—this 
was the last effort of expiring nature—her knees bent 
slowly under her, and she dropped dead at my feet.” 
While breathing after the excitement was over, and 
admiring the fine proportiofts of the prize, Campbell 
was startled by a warning cry, and on turning round 
beheld the bull whose wife he had killed. The faith¬ 
ful old fellow had heard the bellowing of the cow, and 
charged to her rescue. The bull was now within 
thirty paces of him. ^‘Turning,” he says, “with the 
Coolness of despair I took a steady aim at his forehead 
and fired ; he staggered forward*, and uttering a deep 
growl dropped upon his knees with a stream of blood 
pouring down his nose.^’ Campbell fled for the nearest 
tree, but before he reached it the bull, had tumed#nd 
disappeared in the thicket, nor could he found 
afterwards. The Colonel accounts for the quantity of 
blood lost by saying that the bullet had probably 
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struck rather low, and entered the head without 
touching the brain.” On another ocJcasion the party 
found an old savage-looking bull quite alone; his head 
was of the largest size and adorned with magnificent 
horns. He was cropping unconscious of what awaited 
him, when QamptfcM raised his rifle, ^nd within eighty 
yards firedr I took him in the point of the shoulder* 
with a bullet weighing an ounce and a half, and the 
enormous brute sanktwjth a crash that levelled the 
bamboos as if an elephant had fallen. He lay ap¬ 
parently dead while I reloaded ; but the moment I 
stepped from behind the tree, he started up with a 
roar that made the earth tremble, and tried to steady 
himself for a charge. His tongue lolling out of his 
mouth, and his blood-shot eye rolling with the fury of 
madness, lent to his enormous head an expression of 
indescribable ferocity. But a single glance satisfied 
me the poor brute was not in a state to prove dan¬ 
gerous, for his fore leg hung dangling from the shoulder, 
^and the foam which besmeared his mouth was deeply 
tinged with blood. F{e made one frantic effort to 
- reach us but fell half way. I planted a ball in his 
forehead which effectually stunned him (although I 
afterwards found it had flattened upon his massive 
sl^ull without ^penetrating), and advancing close to 
where Jie lay, I discharged the remaining barrels into 
^the back of the neck, Where the skull joins the spine. 
This of course proved fatal. He stretched out his 
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limbs with a convulsive shudder, his eyes turned in 
their sockets, ^nd the mighty bull was no more.” 
This solitary old fellow must at one time have been 
expelled from the.4ierdAo which he belonged for pro¬ 
bably his great ferocity, and, waxing gloomier and more 
ferocious still,in his solitude, b^Came a savage and 
dangerous animal, who would not scruple to charge 
without provocation upon the game, whether human 
or not, that first came in his way. 


OSTRICH HUNTING IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

^9 * 

Ostriches inhabit the dry, sandy plains of Africa, 
from the Barbary States and Egypt to the Cape of Good 
Hope. They associate in flocks, and are frequently 
found mixed up with vast herds of quaggas, zebras, 
girafles, and antelopes. Their hearing and sight 
very acute, and the length oi£ the neck and high posi¬ 
tion of die eye enable them <0 look over the tall 
herbage and perceive any approaching object at a 
great distance. They are very shy, and when alarmed 
escape either by a quick stately walk^^ or a rapid ^un 
with the assistance of the wings. When at full speed 
Livingstone says you can no more see their legs tha» 
the spokes of a rapidly-revolving carriage wheel; 



326 


V 


‘adventures and exploits in 



% 

rwhen they begin to run all other game in sight follow 
the example. They are sometimes ran down by fleet 
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Iiorses frequently changed, ^ut are generally killed by 
artifice, one of the most successful modes being that 
practised by the bushmen, of clothing themselves in 
one of their fjcins, and, under cover of this, getting 
near enough the ctupidP creatures to kill them with a 

poisoned arrow. It is not often that we hear of a 

• • 

European hunting the ostrich, a spoft of a more 
dangerous nature is usuajly preferred. i\nd we the 
more willingly turn to an adventure in South Africa, 
which F. W. B. has lately letounted to his sporting 
friends in Bailfs Magazine, 

F. W. B. was the guest of Mr. Ander.son, a young 
farmer, whose place at Graff Reinet was regarded^ by 
travellers and sportsmen as their lieacl-quarters during 
their stay in that part of the country A long conver¬ 
sation had taken^ place on* sporting matters between 
host and guest, and the former proj)osed a three days’ 
trip towards the Black River, where he should be able 
to get something better than spring buck to shoot at. 
This proposal was what his guest desired, and no¬ 
thing being in the way, they decided upon starting ^t 
daybreak on Monday' inorning. 

At a most unusual hour, F. W. B., on the 
day appointed I was roused out by my host, and after 
a tub in bitterly cold water, and a hearty breakfast, we 
started on hori^eback, Anderson inforiping me tha^his 
waggon had started some hours before us. Qur route 
lay for some distance along the bank of the Sunday 
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River, eventually turning efF towards the distant range 
of mountains, and over a wide expanse of bush-covered 
plain, upon which we saw hundreds of spring buck and 
other small antelopes. As we rode onward Anderson 
told me several of his adventures when hunting 
beyond the frontiers.^, One of them was to this effect. 

About two* years before he was htinting in the 
Bechuana country, and one*day when chasing a herd 
of elands' his horse fell with him, and bolting off left 
him alone in his glory. *To add to his misfortune, he 
found that his rifle stock had been broken in two in his 
fall, night was fast coming on, and he was at a consider¬ 
able distance from his waggons. Picking up his now 
useless rifle, he started off in the direction he supposed 
the camp to be, but darknjsss came before he could 
see anything of it. Under thege circumstances all he 
could do was to camp out for the night; and, know¬ 
ing that the plain abounded with lions, he chose his 
resting-place amongst the boughs of the most con¬ 
venient tree he could find; and then, after taking a 
deep drink of his flask, lit his pipe and made himself 
as comfortable as circurristanees would permit. It 
was not the first night by many that he had had to 
jamp out, and he had no doubt but that by breakfast¬ 
time next morning he would be safe in his waggon. 
"Weir, he finished »his pipe, and, having ffxed himself in 
tbe mostfcomfortable fork he could find in the boughs, 
D^as just dropping off to sleep, when a terrific roar 
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just underneath conveyed tojiim the intelligence that 
his whereabouts had been discovered by a lion, prowl¬ 
ing about in search of what he might fiijd for his 
supper. Feeling perfectly safe, and thinking the 
animal would so^n “^nake tracks,” Anderson lit 

another pipe, but had not half smoked it out before 

•• 

his friend bel^w was joined by two others. The 
moon by this time was shiryng brightly, anti my friend 
was able to see that the blockading force consisted of 
a lioii and two lionesses. IFoilr after hour passed, but 
they evinced no intention of taking their departure; 
but still Anderson thought that when day broke they 
would retire, according to flieir usual custom, to the 
bush. The long night at last passed and the sun rose, 
but still tlie enemy remained crouched a few yards 
from the tree, anc^ seeming* never to take their eyes 
off their expected prey. 

Anderson now began to feel exceedingly alarmed at 
his position; his lifle was perfectly useless, and, to 
add to his discomfort, the pangs of hunger began to 
assail him ; fortunately his flask still held out, so thjt 
he had not thirst also t(^ suffer from. And so the day 
slowly—oh, how slowly !—^passtfd on, until late in the 
afternoon, when to his delight he heard a distant shot. 
The lions evidently heard it too, for in a few mo¬ 
ments the two4adies got up, and after a stretch aaid a 
yawn, quietly slunk off and were seen no moTie. But 
not so the old lion; he merely gave a move of hi« 
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black-tufted tail, as much*,as to say, “ They may go, 
but IVe got you in a trap and I’ll bide my time;” but 
presently Jie became uneasy, and at length jumped 
up and bounded off with a half-smothered roar, 
doubtless of disappointment. *'In a»few moments the 
tramp of a horse was heard, and in less than five 
minutes Anderson was describing to onfe of his com¬ 
panions his kdventures of tbe night. It seems that his 
horse galloped straight back to camp, and his friends 
had been searching for Iiifn all night. They beat the 
bush for the lions, and Anderson had the pleasure of 
shooting two of them. 

This, and other stories *of wild life, lightened our 
road, and after a ride of about twenty miles we camped 
in a small belt of trees, not very far from a small 
stream. After dinner we took oi^r guns, and had 
half an hour’s hunt for guinea fowl and partridge ; we 
bagged a/ew of each and a couple of spring buck, 
and then, returning to camp, spent the rest of the day 
in doing nothing, turning into our beds early, to be 
r^ady for a hard day’s ride next day. 

In the morning we set out. The country before 
us was fairly level, and thickly covered with bushwood 
and the succulent dwarf trees, called by the colonists 
speck-boom. It seemed actually covered with spring 
bucj^, but we wanted rarer game, so* Andersoh ex¬ 
amined tjt well through a field-glass; at’ length he 
said, Well, there are ostriches there, and I fancy 
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wild beast what you call ^nu, farther to the right. 

Which shall it be T’ “ Oh ! the ostrich,” said I, “ it’s 

» 

one of my greatest ambitions to kill one.” • 

‘‘All right then, so be it;” so we turned our horses’ 
heads across the^ind, and rode quietly for a mile or 
two until we got to leev-ard of thtjjlock, which I could 
now see consifted of five birds. They let us approach 
until we were not quite a quarter of a mile from them, 
and then they began to “pull foot.” Telling me to 
ride close to him, Andersod gave his horse the spur, 
and, steering a course slightly diagonal to the one the 
birds were going, led the way at a splitting gallops 
while I stuck to his skirts “ as close as a burr to u 
donkey’s tail.” For the first half hour or so we were 
gaining nothing, but after nearly an hour’s hard gallop 
the flock suddenly sepyated, three of them going off 
nearly at a right angle. Singing out to me to stick 
to the two, Anderson followed the three. I found now 
I was rapidly gaining on my birds ; the Admiral, as I 
had named my iiorse, was going well, with plenty left 
in him, and I was thinking it was nearly time to get 
my rifle ready, when cr^sh !*and all was over. My 
horse had put his foot in.a hole, and, coming down 
heavily, pitched me yards over his head. For a mo¬ 
ment or two I thought I was killed, but presently 
when I got m/wind I sat up, and, after a little Ifme 
found I was all right, so far as legs and arms \?ent, bm, 
wofully shaken. The Admiral was standing close td’ 
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/ne, blowing and tremblirtg with fright, but otherwise 
fortunately unhurt. As soon as I coul^ keep my feet, 
I staggered over to him, and, getting hold of my 
ljunting flask, took a pretty strong hi{) of “ queen’s 
own,” which pulled me together, and jus't as I was 
repeating the dosej,the dull sound of a shot down 
wind told me that Anderson had been fiiore fortunate 

4 

than myself. * 

Getting into the saddle with some difficulty, I 
rode to meet him, and*on telling him my mishap he 
insisted on going back with me to the camp, and on 
our reaching it made me strip myself, and then he 
rubbed for half an hour sweet oil and rum mixed into 
every joint of my body, which remedy most certainly 
had the effect of removing nearly all the stiffness I felt 
from my fall. He had killed his bird, and had it not 
been for ray accident would have gone after the wild 
beasts, bwt as it was, he insisted upon my not going 
out again that day, and remained with me for com¬ 
pany. 

•'Next morning, when I turned out, I felt little or no 
ill effects from my fall, ahd afiter breakfast we started 
again, going over pretty nearly the same ground we 
had the day before, seeing immense numbers of 
springbuck. On my making a remark to my com- 
rade about themf he told me that occasionally, when 
it was am exceptionally dry Season in the interior, 
what the colonists term the “ Trek-bokken'* took 
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place, when countless herds of these pretty little crea¬ 
tures invade the ^colony like swarms of locusts, eating 
up and destroying every herb and blade-of grass 
before them, arid doing an immensity of harm and 
damage to the unfortunate settlers and farmers ; that 
at these times the whole face of tl^e country for miles 
and miles is ciSvered with them, until the rains set 
in up country, when they take their departure. 

When, we had ridden about a mile from the camp I 
descried two ostriches in & little vale. Anderson 
was anxious to look for wild beasts, as they were getting 
exceedingly rare in the colony, but my heart was set 
upon riding an ostrich down, so we separated; he 
continuing on his path, I turning off to stalk the birds. 

There was not a breath of wind, and I conjectured 
that by riding carefully,! should be able to reach a 
tuft of trees, near which the birds were feeding, with¬ 
out alarming them, and in this I succeeded perfectly. 

I was now not more than four hundred yards from 
them, and giving Admiral a touch of the spur, I 
galloped straight for them. In an instant they wertu 
off, and excited as I Wc^, I *could not avoid being 
struck by the gracefulness of their action; with head 
perfectly erect, and wings very slightly lifted, tliey 
skimmed over the plain with a long easy step which 
betokened a long chase. For the first.ten minutes* I 
pressed my horse almost to his utmost, but fimling I ^ 
did not lessen the distance between the birds and my • 
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self, I took a pull at him, and concluded to ride a 
waiting race. And it was fortunate that I so decided, 
for at the. expiration of quite forty minutes I had not 
sensibly decreased my distance. BuUpresently I saw 
that one of the noble birds w^s evidently beginning to 
fag; his wings were,,drooping, and his head, instead 
of being held proudly erect, began to 4way from side 
to side, and he could no longer keep up with his mate. 

The Admiral was going as “ fresh as a daisy,” 
and I soon saw that I* v^as gaining on the one bird 
very rapidly, and in another twenty minutes I 
was well within shot of him, but I determined to 
leave nothing to chance,* so, instead of pulling up and 
firing at him, I put on a spurt, and, ranging up along¬ 
side, brought him down with a shot from over my 
knee. Pulling up and dismquntin,g I put a period to 
his misery, and then, lighting a pipe, sat down to con¬ 
template him, and I must confess that I felt not a 
little proud and elated, but I was very young and that 
must be my excuse. Having finished my pipe I 
•plucked the best of the white plumes from the wings, 
and one or two of the black |;)ody feathers, and cutting 
off one of his feet as ‘an additional trophy I mounted 
the Admiral, and looked round to see if I could see 
anything of Anderson. Failing to do so I turned my 
horse’s head towards the camp, and amused myself 
^ with chasing and killing, unlil the Admiral gave 
* unmistakable signs of being pretty well done up, when 
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slinging a buck before rae, I*walked slowly up to the 
waggpn and hai just “ off saddled ” when Anderson 
hove in sight; he had not succeeded in Tailing in with 
the wild beasts, but ha<J killed a couple of she bucks. 


SHOOTING A* LEOPARD. 

At the shop of a saddler in Dumfries may be seen a 
leopard’s skin of extraordinary dimensions. It was 
originally twelve feet in length, but owing to the tail 
having been removed it is about two feet less. This 
skin once covered one of ^he fiercest creatures ever 
cradled among the swarhps of Hindostan. The dense 
jungle of Bengal was the place of the animal’s resort, 
and the havoc which it committed among the cattle 
was prodigious. It was dreaded far and near on this 
account by the natives, and they scrupulously avoided 
their spotted enemy, knowing v/ell, that when hft 
appetite was whetted \fith hunger, he was not over 
scrupulous whether his victims were beasts or men. 

On one occasion the monster made a dash upon 
a herd of beeves, and succeeded in carrying off a 
large ox, and loud was the lament of the poor 
Hindoos that one of the sacred herd had fhus un* 
ceremoniously been assailed and slaughtered before 
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their eyes. A paity of*‘the Bengal Native Infantry, 
consisting of an officer ana five others, having^^been 
informed*of the circumstance followed in the direc¬ 
tion of the leopard’s den, /ieterydned, if possible, 
to punisli him for this, and the many other depre¬ 
dations he ,had Committed. Haviijg come to an 



intervening ravine, they w'ere about to cross it when 
they saw the object of their search on the opposite 
side. There he was lying in his lair, heedless of 
danger, and luxuriously feasting on the carcass of 
•his captive. It was the monster’s last meal, however. 
The party approached with stealthy steps as near as 
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they could without crossing the defile. “ Take your 
aim 1 fire ! ” cried the captain. This was done, and 
four balls pierced the leopard, three in the neck, and 
one in a more ^^-^ig^ous place, through the brain. 
Startled by this unpleasant salute, the animal rose,^ 
gazed with glaring eyes on his ‘enemies, at the same 
time pawing the earth in its pain and, fury. 

The sepoys were astonished that it did not roll 
lifeless at their feet; but jn^tead of this, before they 
had time to reload, the creature, after uttering a 
terrific cry, sprang across the ravine and seized one * 
of his assailants. It musUhave been in some degree 
weakened by its wounds, but its strength was yet 
great, for the man seemed to have no power of 
resistance to its attack. The leopard having a hold 
of the sepoy in its mbuth, darted off in the direction 
of a jungle close at hand, the other soldiers follow¬ 
ing up as fast as they could, but not daring to fire 
lest they should jnjure their luckless comrade. Some¬ 
times they lost sight of the leopard and its bleeding 
burden, but the blood-marks on the grass or on the 
sand enabled them to* regain,the trail and to carry 
on the pursuit. The animal at length came to a 
small river; it hesitated a little on the brink and 
then leaped ^n, still tenaciously retaining its Jirey. 
The stoppage thus occasioned enabled th^ pursuers 
to gain ground, and just after the leopard emerged 
from the river, and was shaking its skin free from 
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the watery drops, one of the party at that morrient 
fired. The beast dropped its prey at once, howled 
furiously, and then fell dead. 

‘ To their great surprise an^ joy the soldiers found 
that their comrade was still in life, though he had 
fainted from ^ear afid weakness occasioned by the 
loss of blood. He recovered, but retained ever after 
the dental marks received from the leopard. 


HUNTING THE GIRAFFE. 

A THRILLING passage in ihe adventures of a sports¬ 
man is his first chase of thb giralfe, that singular 
ruifiinant which ranges over the vast glades and 
woods of'eastern, central, and southern Africa. But 
rarely now-a-days have our Nimrods seen the stately 
herds that in times past roamed in the accessible 
regions of the South. They are fast retreating far 
back to browsing grounds in the interior, where as yet 
the sharp crack of the rifle 'is seldom heard, and the 
daring explorer seen only af long intervals. And it 
is well that the family are retiring froip the reach of 
the bullet; we would spare so beautiful, so inoffensive,. 
So harmless and happy a family to their central wildSy 
and spend our lead on destructive and savage game. 
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'J’hirty years ago, the giraffe, all unconscious of the 
approach of civilization, wandered at will through the 
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magnificent landscapes* of the Mekolotse country, 
feeding from tree to tree on the delicate and succulent 
leaves and twigs which were within reach of its long 
and towering neck. The herds were composed of 
about thirty animals, whose strong hard hoofs had so 
successfully been jj^ammered on the heads and hides 
of their savaj^e foes, that the lion was*often afraid to 
attack even a single giraffe. In the deep solitudes, 
therefore, of their vast domains, the happy family 
browsed peacefully, increased rapidly in numbers, 
and lived on the most friendly terms with their 
gigantic neighbour the elephant, who fed in majestic 
tranquillity in adjacent regions. 

Soon, however, sportsmen who were shooting in the 
country north-west from^ Delagoa, were attracted to 
the home of the giraffe, an(^ them commenced what 
afterwards developed into wholesale butchery of the 
harmless animals. They were shot down by scores, 
unresisting and weeping in their agony, not at a single 
shot, but by the slow torture of protracted volleys, 
iWhen Mr. Gordon Gumming was in Africa, he 
travelled many days through the country of the 
giraffe and marche(3 through forests in which their 
spoor was abundant, yet he had not discovered the 
animals themselves. After, however, pursuing his jour¬ 
ney through an endless grey forest*' of camel-dorn 
and otiJier trees, he beheld a troop of giraffes stand¬ 
ing looking at his party, their heads actually towering 
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above the neighbouring trens. It was imprudent,” 
he says, to commence a chase at that hour, especially 
in a level country, where the chances were lagainst my 
being able to r^egain my waggons that night. However, 

I resolved to risl^'everything, and directing my men 
to catch and saddle Colesberg,^(his horse), hastily 
buckled on m5^ shooting belt and spurs, and in two 
minutes was in the saddle^ The giraffes stood look¬ 
ing at the waggons until I was within sixty yards of 
them, when galloping rouhd* a thick bushy tree, 
under cover of which I had ridden, I suddenly . 
beheld a sight, the most astounding that a sportsman’s 
eye could encounter. Before me stood ten colossal 
giraffes, the majority of which were from seventeen 
to eighteen feet high, but, beholding me, they at once 
made off, twisting th^r long tails over their backs 
with a loud switching noise, and cantering along at an 
easy pace, which however obliged Colesberg to put 
his best foot foremost to keep up with them. 

My sensations on this occasion were different 
from anything that I had before experienced during^ 
long sporting career, ari|l I ^vas so absorbed by the 
wondrous and beautiful sight before me, that I rode 
along like one entranced, and felt inclined to dis¬ 
believe that I was hunting living things of this world. 
The ground vffas firm and favourable for riding* at 
every stride I gained upon the giraffes, ant? after a* 
short burst at a swinging gallop was in the middle of 
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them, and turned the finafst cow out of the herd ; find¬ 
ing herself driven from her comrades and hotly 
pursued, ^he increased her pace, and cantered along 
with tremendous strides, clearing an amazing extent 
of ground at every bound, whi\e hef neck and breast 
coming in contact wjth the dead old branches of the 
trees, were continually strewing them iit my path. In 
a few minutes I was riding, within five yards of her 
stern,and firing at the gallop sent a bullet into her back; 
increasing my pace I next rode alongside, and placing 
the muzzle of my rifle within a few feet of her fired 
my second shot behind the shoulder ; the ball, how¬ 
ever, seemed to have little effect. I then placed my¬ 
self directly in front when she came to a walk, and 
dismounting I hastily loaded both barrels, putting in 
a double charge of powder, l^ut before I was ready 
she was ofl' at a canter. In a short time I brought 
her to a «tand at fifteen yards in the dry bed of a 
water-course, and fired, aiming where I thought the 
heart lay, upon which she again started; having re¬ 
loaded I followed and had very nearly lost her, for she 
turned abruptly to the left a^d was far out of sight 
among the trees. Ohee Qciore I brought her to a 
stand, and dismounting gazed with wonder at her ex¬ 
treme beauty, while her soft dark eye, with its silky 
fringe, looked down imploringly at mfi. I really felt 
a pangiof sorrow in' this moment of triumph for 
the blood I was shedding; but the sporting feeling 
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prevailed, and pointing my ^ifle towards the skies I 
sent a bullet tjirough her neck. On receiving it 
she reared high on her hind legs, and Yell back¬ 
wards with a lieavy crash, making the earth shake 
around her; a thick stream of dark blood spouted far 
from the wIDund, her colossal lingbs quivered for a 
moment and sEe expired. “ The sportsman had little 
time to contemplate the pfize he had won,” night was 

closing in, and the ride back to the camp was by no 

« • 

means promising. Cutting off the tail of the giraffe, 
which was adorned with a tuft of bushy black hair, 
he took ‘‘ one last fond loojc ” and rode hard for tlie 
spoor of the waggons, which he reached just as it fell 
dark. 


ADVENTURES WITH RHINOCEROSES. 

However unwieldy the form, the rhinoceros displays 
astonishing swiftness. He moves with a sort of 
trot, quickening his p:!ce by- degrees as he runs. 
His speed is not equal to that of a swift and vigorous 
horse, but between speed and cunning, he seldom 
suffers a hunter on horseback to overtake him. The 
native hunters are accustomed to steal upon the 
animal when asleep, and gore him with several deep^ 
wounds. After which they follow his footsteps, even 
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for several days, till he (Srops down of weakness or 
dies of his wounds. Being destitute of hair he is 
peculiarly ‘exposed to the persecution of insects, 
which drive him half mad wjth their* constant and 
painful bites. Nature has taught him, however, to 
roll occasionally in« the mire till he acquires a crust 
of dirfj^ whiqh may for some time, at least, protect 
him from their stings. It fs in the night chiefly that 

he rolls in the mire, and the natives often steal on 

• » 

him then, and while enjoying one of his favourite 
pleasures, .stab him with mortal wounds in the belly 
before he is aware of thei?; approach. 

The rhinoceros sometimes indulges in the most 
extraordinary antics. Seeming to have a spite 
against some particular bush he will rip it up with 
his horns, trample it with his feet, roaring and grunt¬ 
ing all the time, and will never cease until he has 
cut it into shreds and levelled it with the ground. 
He will also push the point of his horn into the 
earth, and career along, ploughing up the ground as 
if a furrow had been cut by some agricultural im¬ 
plement. When thijs- engaged the animal is not 
showing temper, as might be supposed, but is merely 
giving vent to the exuberance of health by violent 
physical exertion. ^ 

iir. Carl Anderson, the well-known African sports- 
Mian, had frequently an encounter with a rhinoceros 
while travelling towards Lake Ngami. One moonlight 
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liight his reverie was inlerj^upted by the inharmo¬ 
nious grunting of a black rhinoceros which presently 
emerged from the trees, and commenced .to charge 
anything and, everything that he encountered. 
Divesting himself^ of 3is shoes and the most con¬ 
spicuous part of his dress, Mr. Anderson managed to 
crawl, gun in hand, to within a short distance of the 
snorting brute. On approaching nearer *the animal 
saw him, “and suddenly uttering one of those strange 
blowing noises so peculiar tO tAe beast when alarmed, 
he prepared to treat me in a similar manner to the 
stones and skulls he had just so unceremoniously 
tossed about. Not a moment was to be lost, and in 
self-defence I fired at his head. I shall never forget 
the confusion of the animal on receiving the contents 
of my gun. Springing perpendicularly into the air 
and to the height of many feet, he came down again 
with a thump that seemed to make the earth tremble; 
then plunging violently forward he ran round and 
round the spot for fully five minutes, enveloping 
every object in a cloud of dust. At last he dashed 
into the wood and was Ij^dden from view.” 

On another occasion Mr. Anderson observed at a 
little distance a huge white rhinoceros protrude his 
ponderous and mis-shapen head through the buslies, 
and presently *he approached to within a doften 
paces of the spot where the sportsman was* hiding.^ 
His broadside was then fully, exposed to view, and* 
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Mr. Anderson fired; thf brute, though severely hit, 

made for the wood, in which his carcass was after- 

( 

wards foynd. While reloading, a black female 
rhinoceros came up for a drink, but her position 
being unfavourable the sportsman Could only disable 
her. His fire seemed to madden her, she rushed 

f * 

wildly forward on three legs, when anCther shot was 
fired, though apparently .with little or no effect. 
Being too well acquainted with the habits of the 
animal to venture on*ptirsuing her under such cir¬ 
cumstances, Mr. Anderson determined to wait 
patiently for daybreak and then destroy her with the 
aid of his dogs. But accidentally taking a turn in 
the direction she pursued, lie at once encountered 
her. She was still on her legs, but her position as 
before was unfavourable. Ropieg to make her 
change it for a better and destroy her at once, he 
look up iR stone and hurled it at her with all his force, 
“ when snorting horribly, erecting her tail, keeping 
her head close to the ground, and raising clouds of 
dpst by her feet, she rushed at me with fearful 
fury. I had only just time tp level my rifle and fire 
before she was upoft me. and the next instant, 
whilst instinctively turning round for the purpose of 
retreating, she laid me prostrate. The shock was 
so Wolent as to .send my rifle, powder‘flask, and ball 
pouch, also my cap, spinning in the air, the gun, 
indeed, as afterwards ascertained, to distance of 
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fully ten feet. On the beast* charging me, it crossed 
my mind that unless gored at once by her horns, her 
impetus would be such (after knoclcing me down, 
which I took for granted would be the case) as to 
carry her beyond Ine, afid I might thus be offered a 
chance of escape. So. indeed,,^it happened; for 
having tumbled me over (in doing whi^h her head 

and the forepart of her body, owing to tte violence 

» 

of the charge, was half buried in the sand) and 
trampled on me with good Vidlence, her forequarter 
^passed over my body. Struggling for life, I seized 
my opportunity, and as she was recovering I 
scrambled out from between her hind legs.” But 
the enraged beast had not done with the sportsman. 
Scarcely had he regained his feet before she struck 
him down a second tirade, and with her horn ripped 
up his right thigh from the knee to the hip ; with 
her forefeet, moreover, she hit him a terrific blow on 
the left shoulder near the back of the neck. My 
ribs,” he says, “ bent under the enormous weight and 
pressure, and for a moment I must, as I believe,* 
have lost consciousness—I have, at least, very in¬ 
distinct notions of what aft^rwafcls took place. All 
1 remember is, that when 1 raised my head I heard a 
furious snorting and plunging amongst the neigh¬ 
bouring bushes.'* Rising with difficuky, the sports¬ 
man made the best of his way to a large tree Rear at 
hand for shelter, but this precaution w^as needless; 
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the beast, for the time At least, showed no inclina¬ 
tion further to molest him. Either in the or 
owing to .the confusion caused by fier wounds she 
had lost sight of him, or she felt satisfied with the 
revenge she had taken. 

About sunrise, Kamalpyu, his half caste boy, whom 

r ^ . 

he had left oh the previous evening about half a mile 
away, came’ to convey the^guns and other things to 
the encampment. He listened with seeming in 
credulity to Mr. Anddrson’s mishap, but the sight of 
the gashed thigh soon convinced him that it was 
no joke. Kamalpyu was directed to take one of the 
guns and proceed in search of the wounded rhi¬ 
noceros, and he had only been gone a few minutes 
when his master heard a cry of distress. Seizing 
hold of his rifle, the sportsman scrambled through 
the bushes as fast as his crippled condition would 
permit,^ and when he had proceeded two or three 
hundred yards a scene suddenly presented itself 
which he believes he will remember to the last days 
of his existence. “ Amongst some bushes, and 
within a couple of yards of each other, stood the 
rhinoceros and the young savage; the former sup¬ 
porting herself on three legs covered with blood and 
froth, and snorting in the most furious manner; the 
latter petrified-with fear—spellbound as it were—and 
riveted to the spot. Creeping, therefore, to the 
side of the rhinoceros,* opposite to that on whicl^ 
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the boy was standing, so a5 to draw her attention 
from him, I levelled and fired, on which the beast 
charged wildly to and fro without any distiifct object. 
While she was ‘thus occupied I poured in shot after 
shot, but thought she would never fall. At length, 
however, she sank siowly to •^he ground, and 
imagining that she was in the death agonies, and 
that all danger was over? I walked unhesitatingly 

close up to her, and was on the point of placing the 

• * 

muzzle of my gun to her ear to give her the coup de 
gracei when to my horror she once more rose on her 
legs. Taking a hurHed aim^ I pulled the trigger and 
instantly retreated, with the beast in full pursuit. 
The race, however, was a short one, for just as I 
threw myself in a bush for jafety she fell dead at my 
feet, so near me, indeed, that I could have touched 
her with the muzzle of my rifle. Another moment 
and I should probably have been impaled on her 
murderous horn, which though short was sharp as 
a razor.*’ 

A rliinoceros, when browsing at his leisure, loolft 
a somewhat clumsy ar>d inoffensive creature, but 
let his anger be aroused* he changes into one of 
the most active and terrible of animals. There 
was a rhinoceros in India whose ferocity was such 
as to render the roads impassable,* so frequently 

were travellers attacked and killed. He had^actually* 

• 

the audacity to attack a spbrting company, con- 
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sisting of two officers belonging to the troops can¬ 
toned at Dunapore, near Patna, wjio went down 
the river towards Monghys to shoot and hunt, and 
their servants. They had encamped In the vicinity 

^ f 

of Derrzapore, and had heard some reports of a 
rhinoceros having ^iittacked some travellers many 
miles off. (5ne morning just as they were rising, 

t 

about daybreak, to go in quest of game, they heard 
a violent, uproar, and on looking out found that a 
rhinoceros was goring tfieir horses, both of which 
being fastened by their head and heels with ropes 
were unable to escape or resist. Their servants 

4 

took to their heels and concealed themselves in 
the neighbouring jungle, and the gentlemen had 
just time to climb up a^small tree not far distant, 
before the furious brute, having completed the 
destruction of the horses, turned his attention to their 
owners.' They were barely out of his reach and by 
no means exempt from danger, especially as he 
assumed a threatening appearance and seemed intent 
cw their downfall. After keeijing them in dreadful 
suspense for some time* and using some efforts to 
dislodge them, seeing the sun rise he retreated to his 
haunt. Not, however, without occasional!}^ casting 
an eye back as with regret, at leaving what he wanted 
the*t30wer to destroy. 

, The rhinoceros i; not often pursued on horse- 
‘pack, because it is difficult to come up with and 
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follow him, to say nothing of the clanger. Mr. 
Oswell, however, on one occasion pursued the 
animal on horseback. “ Once as I was returning,” 
he says, “froiTi an elephant chase, I observed a 
large white rhinoceros a short distance ahead. I was 
riding a most excellent hunter, thg best and fleetest 
steed that T '^ver possessed during my shooting 
excursions in Africa at the time, but it was a rule 
with me never to pursue a rhinoceros on horseback, 
and simply because this animal is so much more 
easily approached and killed on foot. On this 
occasion, however, it seemed as if fate had inter- 
fered. Turning to my after rider I called out, ‘By 
heaven ! that fellow has got a fine horn, I will have 
a shot at him!' With that I clapped spurs to my 
horse who soon brought, me alongside the huge beast, 
and the next instant 1 lodged a ball in his body, but 
as it turned out not with deadly effect. On re¬ 
ceiving my shot, the rhinoceros, to my great surprise, 
instead of seeking safety in flight as is the habit of 
this generally inoffensive animal, suddenly stopped 
short, then turned sharply r?^pnd, and having eyed 
me most curiously for a seoond or fVvo walked slowly 
towards me. Nevertheless, I instinctively turned 
my horse’s head away i but, strange to say, this 
creature, usually so docile and gentle, which the 
slightest touch of the reins would be sffflicient • 
to guide—now absolutely refused to give me his* 
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head. When at last he did so, it was too late, for 
notwithstanding the rhinoceros had only been 
walking, rthe distance between us was so incou' 
siderable that by this time, I clearty saw, contact 
was unavoidable. Indeed, in another moment I 
observed the brute, bend low his head, and with a 
thrust upwards struck his horn into the ribs of the 
horse with such force as-to penetrate to the very 
saddle on the opposite side, where I fjlt its sharp 
point against my leg. * The violence of the blow was 
so great as to cause the horse to make a complete 
somersault in the air, coming heavily down on his 
back. With regard to myself I was, as a matter of 
course, violently precipitated to the ground. Whilst 
thus prostrated, I actually saw the horn of the in¬ 
furiated brute alongside of but‘seemingly satisfied 
with his revenge, without attempting to do further 
mischief, he started off at a canter from the scene of 
action. My after rider having by this time come up I 
rushed upon him, and almost pulling him off the horse, 
leapt into his saddle, and without a hat and my face 
streaming with blood \^as quickly in pursuit of the 
retreating beast, which I soon had the satisfaction of 
seeing stretched lifeless at my feet.” On another 
occasion Mr. Osvvell was bending his steps to the 
cahip on footj'^when he espied at no gieat distance 
4 two rhrtioceroses of the species Keitloa. They were 
feeding, and slowly approaching him. He imme- 
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^iateJy couched and quietlj^ waited their arrival, but 
though they soon came within range from their 
constantly facing him, he was unable tg fire, well 
knowing the uselessness of a shot at the head. In a 
short time they^had Approached so near, that on 
account of the exposed nature of the ground he could 
neither retread nor advance, and corfsequently his 
situation became extremely critical. He was afraid to 
fire, for even had he succeeded in killing one, the 
other would in all likelilrocfd have run over and 
trampled him to death. In this dilemma the thought 
struck him that on account of their bad sight he 
might possibly save himself by trying to run past 
them. No time was to be lost, and accordingly 
just as the leading animal almost touched him, he 
stood up and daghed past* it. The brute, however, 
was much too quick for him, and before he had made 
good many paces he heard a violent snorting at his 
heels, and had only time to lire his gun at random 
into the animal’s head, when he felt himself impaled 
on his horn. “ The shock,” says Mr. Os well, 

“ stunned me completely. The first return to con- 
sciousncss was, I recollect, findfng myself seated on 
one of my own ponies, and a Caffre leading it. I had 
an indistinct notion of having been hunting, and on 
observing the lAan I asked quickly why he was Aot 
following the track of the animal, when he imirnbled^ 
something to the effect that Jie was gone. By ac-* 
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cident I touched my rigJit hip with my hand, and on 
withdrawing it was astonished to find it clotted with 
blood, yefe my senses were still so confused and the 
side so benumbed that 1 actually kept feeling and 
working the wound with my hngers.” Whilst 
trying to account fQr his strange position, Mr. Oswell 
observed some of his men coming toVards him with 
a cartel, and on his asking them what they were 
about, they cried out that they had come to fetch 
his body, having been hold that their master was 
killed by some wild beast. Mr. Oswell was now 
quickly made aware of his crii)pled condition. The 
wound he had received was of a very serious cha¬ 
racter, and tlioiigh it ultimately healed it left great 
scars behind. 
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Gazetteer. Illustrated by Maps—Ancient, Modern, and Biblical, and 
several Hundred EugravlngB, Conlaininj upwards of zs.ooo distinct 
and complete Articles. Po'^t&vo, cloth gilt, 7a. Hd. ; half-calf, IVs- Ha, 

BEETON’S DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY. Containing 
upwards of 10,000 Artich s, profusely Illustrated by Portraits. Post 
8 vo, cloth gilt, 7a. Hit,; half-calf, JOa. Hd. 

BEETON’S DICTIONARY OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

Containing upwards of 2,000 Articles, and 400 Engravings. ACrowu 
8 vo, cloth gilt, 7a. 6V7. / hair-c.alf, 10a. Gd, 

BEETON’S BOOK OF HOME PETS: How to Rear and 
Manage in Sic^cncss arj(J in Health, With many Coloured Plates, and 
upwards of 200 Woodcuts from designs principally by Harrison 
Weir. Post 8vo, half-bound, 7s. Gd, ; halLcalf, 10s, Gd, 

THE TREASURY OF SCIENCE, Natural and Physical. 
By F. Schuhdlhr, Pli D. Translated and F-dilcd by Henry Mbd- 
LOCK, Ph.Il., f^c. With more than 600 IllustratlOlll. Crown 8 vo, 
cloth gilt, 7s, Gd, f half-calf, 10a. Gd. 

A MILLION OF FACTS of Correct Data and Elemen¬ 
tary Information concerning th* entire Circle of_ the Sciences, and on 
'all subjects of Speciil.aion and Practire. By Sir Richard Phillips. 
Crown 8 vo, cloth gilt, 7a. Gd. / half-calf, lOs. Gd. * 

THE SELF-AID CYCLOP/EDIA, for Self-Taught Slu- 

dents. Comprising GeHeral Drawing; Architectural, Mechanical, and 
Engineering Drawing; Orpamentm Drawing and Design; Mechanics 
and Mechanism, the Steam Engine. By Robert Scott Burn, 
F.S.A.E., &.C. With upwards of 1,000 Engravlnga. Demy 8 vo, half- 
leather, price lOs, Od, 

LAVATER’S ESSAYS ON PHYSIOGNOMY. With Memoir 
of the Author. Illustrated with 400 Profiles. 8 vo, cloth, 12b, 
BROOKES’ (R.k GENERAL GAZETTEER, oi»Geogra¬ 
phical Dictionar^ 8 vo, cloth, price 12s, 

BROWN’S (Rev. J.) DICTIONARY OF THE BI^E. 

8 vo, cloth, pnee 7s, a* 

WARP, LOCK a CO., London, Melboutne, and New York. 
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WARD & LOCK’S POPULAR DICTIONARIES. 


, THE STANDARD 

' DICTIONARIES OP^LANGUACB. 

WARD AND LOCK’S STANDARD, ETYMOLOGICAL 

DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. With 40 
PagfB of EngraTlnga and an Appeudlx. Demy 8 vo, cloth gilt, 
price Ss. f half-ro.»n, (is, ^ 

“ The work is brought well up to date. . . . AltOffether,for its 
stgSf it will be found to be the iHnst eow\plett popular Diction- 
ary of our language yet p%iblished.**—'TH% AxHENiEUM, 

BREWER’S ETYMOLOGICAL & PRONOUNCING DIO- 

TIONARY OF llFFICULT WORDS. the Rev. E. C^bham 
Brbwfk,*LL.D. Demy 8 vo, cloth gilt, r, 6 oo pp., price Ca, 

WEBSTE,R’S UNIVERSAL PRONOUNCING AND DE. 
FINING DICTIONARY 0F THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 
Condensed by C. A. Goodrich, D.D. With Walker’s Key to the Pro- 
nuncuition ot Classical and Scriptural Names, &e. Royal 8 vo, half-bound, 
Ss.; Illustratrd E^itkjn, cloth, Gs, f ditto gilt, 7ff. Od.; half¬ 
morocco, 10s, Gd.; Smai-lbr Ebition, demy 8 vo, cloth, 3s, Gd, 

WEBSTER’S IMPROVED PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed and adapted by 
Chari es Robson. Cloth, price 2s. Gd,f strongly half-bound, 3s, Gd.; 
Illustrated Edition, half-morocco, 6s. 

WALKER AND WEBSTER’S ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 

With Key by Longmuir. 8vo, cloth, Gs. ; half-bound, 0«. 
AINSVyORTH’S LATIN DICTIONARY, English-Latin and 
Latin-EnglLh. Additions by J. Dvmock, LL.D. Imp. i6mo, cl., 3s. Gd, 

NEW FRENCH-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH-FRENCH PRO¬ 
NOUNCING DICTIONAkY. On the Basis of Nugent ; with 
many New Words. Imp. itino, c1()th, Ss.'Sd,; i 8 mo, half-bound, 2s, 

WARD AND LOCK’S NEW PRONOUNCING DIC¬ 
TIONARY of the ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Crown 8 vo, cloth, 300 
pp., price Is. ; Thicker Edition, half-roan. 2s, Gd, 

WEBSTER’S POCKET PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 

OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Revised Edition, by William 
I G, Webster, Son of Noah Webster. Containing 10,000 more words 
than Walker’s Dictionary.” Royal i 6 mo, cloth, price Is. 

WARD AND Lock s pocket shilling dictionary 

OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed by Charles Rob¬ 
son. Super-royal same, cloth, 768 pp.. Is, 

WART AND LOCK’S SHlLLII^G GERMAN DICTIONARY. 

Containing Gennan-Ellglish and English-German, Geographical Die* 
tionary, &c. Qoth, 900 pp., 1^.; half-roan, 2s, 

WALKER AND WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY. Containing 

upwards of 35 , 000 ^Words—nearly 13,000 more than any other Dic¬ 
tionary issued at the same price. iSmo, cloth, Is, f half-roan, Is, Gd, 

WEBSTER’S SIXPENNY POCKET * PRONOUNCING 
e> DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Revised 
Edition, by W. G. WaBSTsy, Son of Noah Webster. Strong cloth, Gd, 

WEBS^TER’S PENNY PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY. 

Containing over lo.ouo words. Price Id, ; or Unen wrapper, 9d. 

£ 


WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 


USEFUL HA^rDBOOKS. 




USEFUL HANDBOOKS. 


Price 

2/G 

B/6 

€ 

J/- 

C 

• 

^USEFUL HANDBOOKS^ 

Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 29 . Gd. each. *■ 

1 Indian Household: Management. A Handbook for 

the Guidance of all Visiting India. lijr Mrc. Eliot Jambs. 

2 Corn and Root Crops : How to Manage Them, niiut. 

3 Country Sports by Flood and Field. A Handbook 

1 #> every Branch of Rural Recreation. Illustrated. 

4 How to Choose and Manage aF'arm with Pleasure 

and Profit. Illustrated. - • 

5 Trees: and How to Grow TheA. A Manual of Tree- 

Culture. Illustrated. 

EVEfiY-4l>AY HANDBOOKS. 

Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, Sa. Gd. each. ^ 

1 Beeton’s Every-Day Cookery. 142 Coloured Figures. 

2 Beeton'a Every-Day Gardening. Coloured Plates. 

3 The Manners of Polite Society. Also, cloth plain, 23 . 

SYLiVlA’S rfOME HELP SERIES. 

Crown 8vo, in ornninental wrappers, price la, each. 
f Those maiked * can also he had in cloth gilt, price la. Gd.^ 

*1 How to Dress Well on a Shilling a Day. A. Guide 

to Home Dressmaking and Millinery. \Viih Illustrations. 

*2 Art Needlework: A Guide to Embroidery iu Crewels, 
Silks, App’iqutf, &c. With numerous Illustrations. 

*4 Babies, and How to take Care of Them. With 
a large Pattern Sheet of Infants' Olothing. 

*5 Dress, Health, and Beauty. Suggestions for the 

Improvement of ModerrFCoitiime. Illustrated. 

*6 The House and its Furniture. A Common-Sense 
Guide to House Buildinr and Fiirnisliing. With 170 IllUStS. 

*7 Indian Household Management. Containing Hints 

on Bungalows, P.'ickit'g, Domestic Servants, &c. 

8 How to Manage House and Servants, and Make the 

Most of your Means. 

9 The Management of Children, in Health, Sickness 

and Disease. 

*10 Artistic ‘ Homes ; or, How to Furnish with Taste. A 
Handbook for all Housewives. Profusely Illustrated. 

11 How to Make Honffe Happy. A Book of Household 

H ints and Information,Vjth sopDddsand Ends worth remembering. 

12 Hints and Helps for Every-day Emergencies. 

Domestic Eci-^nomy, Metftcme, Legal Difficulties, &c , 8lc. 

13 The Economical Housewife; or, How to Make the 

Most of Everything. With about 60 Illuatratlons. 

14 Sylvia’s Book of the Toilet. A Lady’s Guide to 

Dress and Beauty. With SO IllUStratlOM. 

^45 Home Needlework. A trustwortny Guide to the Art 
of Plain Sewing. With about 80 Dlagrami. 

16 Qh I Id Pen, and What to Do with Them. A Guide 

for Mothers respecting the Management of their Boys and Girls. 

17 Our Leisure HoUKS. Recreation for Old and Young, must, 
ig Fancy Needlework Instruction Book. lUostrated, 

1 WARD, LOCIL^ CO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 
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NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. 


8 THE • 

• Standard Neeijlework Books. 

BEETON’S BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK. Consisting of 670 
Needlework* Patterns, with full Descriptions and Instructions as to 
working them. Every Stitch Described and Eijgraved with the 
utmost accuracy, and the Quantity of Material requisite iot each 
Pattern statfd. * 

. CrotM^, 8vo, clc^h gilt, gilt edges, price 7«. 6dm 
Contents ;— 

Tatting Patterns. Crochst Instructions. 

Embroidkry Patterns. Khittingand Nkttimc InstRUC- 

( wofUET pATTpRNS. TIONS. « 

Kni I TING & Nk n iNG Patterns, Lack Stitches. 

JMonogkam & Initial Patterns. Point Lacb cand Guipubx Pat- 
Ueki.in Wool Instructions. • terns. 

Emuroiokey Instructions. Crewel Work. 

*** Just as The Hook of HousEiioLn Managemfnt takes due Prt' 
cedente of every other Cookery Book^ so this extraordinary collection of 
Needlework IJesignshas lecomeflie hook, par excellence, ,/br* fetdies to 
consult^ both for Instruction in Stitches and all kinds of IVork, essut 
Patterns of elegant style and irrefn achnble good tasttm 


MADAMj: GOUBAUD’S 

SHILLING NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. 

Imperial i6mo, ornarnent.iI wrapper, price ISm each. 

ly- 1 Tatting Patterns. With 66 Illustrations. 

2 Embroidery Pattern^. With 85 Illustrations. 

3 Crochet Paitern^. With 48 Illustrations. 

4 Knitting and Netting Patterns. With 64 Illustrationi. 

5 Patterns of Monograms, Initials, &c. With 151 Illusts. 

6 Guipure Patterns. With 71 IUu.strations. 

7 Point Lace Book. With 78 Illustrations. 

MADAME GOUBAUI:^S j 

'needlework instruction books 

Imperial i6mo, ornamental wrapper, price 6Am each. j 

6d. I Berlin Wool Instructions.# With 18 Illustrations. 

2 Embroidery instruefions. With 65 Illustrations, 

3 Crochet Instructions. With 24 Illustrations. 

11— HOME NEEDLEWORK. With 80 Diagrams. Price is. 
l/_ j ART NEEDtEWORK. Illustrated. Price is. • 

!tHE fancy needlework INSTRUCTION BOOK. 

' [ Price Is. Illustrated, • 

2/6 I SYLVIA’S HANDBOOK OF PpVIN AND FANCY NEEDLE-" 

I WORK. Illustrated. Price €d. 


WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourri^^^a^ New York. 



NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. 





REFERENCE BOOKS FOR THE PEOPLE. 


BEETON’S • 

National Kepprence Books. 


Stroncly bound in cloth, price One Sltilling each. 

(Those marked thus * can be had cloth gilt ^ price la. Gd.) 

*i Beeton’s British Gazetteer: A Topographical and ^ 

Historica ^uide to the United Kingdom. 

2 Beeton’a Biutish Biography : From the Earliest Times 

to the Accession oi George 111 . 

3 Beeton’s Modern Men ancf^Women: A British Bio¬ 

graphy, from the Accession of George€lI. ^ 

*4 Beeton’s*Bible Dictionary: A Cyclopaedia of the 

Geography, Biography, Narratives, and Truths Scripture. 

*5 Beeton’s Classical 'Dictionary: A Cycloptedia of 

Greek and Roman Biography, Geography, Mythology, &c. 

*6 Beeton's Medical Dictionary: A Guide to the Symp¬ 
toms and Treaiitient of all Airments, Illnesses, and Diseases. 

7 Beeton’s Date Book: A British Chronology. 

8 Beeton’s Dictionary of Commerce. Containing Ex-* 

planations of the Terms used in, and modes of transacting Business. 

9 Beeton’s Modern Eu«>opean Celebrities: A Bio¬ 

graphy o^Continental Men and Women of Note. 

Tegg’s Readiest Wages Reckoner. Fcap. folio, cloth, Ss. 

Profit and Discount Tables. For the use of Traders in 

their Purchases, Sales, and takfng Stock Demy 8vo, cloth, 3 a. Gd. 

Beeton’s Counting Bouse Book: A Dictionary of Com- 

meroe and Ready Reckoner combined. Post 8vo, cloth, price 2 a. Gd. 
Showell’s Tradesmen’s Calculator. New Edition, Gd. 


SIXPENNY MANUALS. 

Neatly and strongly bound, Ccl«each. 


1 Beeton's Complete Letter 
Writer for Ladies, 
a Beeton's Complete Letter 
Writer for Gentlemen. 

3 The Language of Flowers. 

Profusely Illustrated. ■ 

4 The Poetry of Flowers. Pro¬ 

fusely Illustrated. 

5 Webstsr’s Ready Reckoner. 

356 pages. 

7 Webster's Pocket Dictionary 

of the Englfih Language. 

8 New Letter-Writer for Lovers 

9 Practical Cookery and Eco¬ 

nomical Recipes. 

10 Cottage Cookery Book: Hand¬ 
book lor Young Honsewives. 


II Beeton's Sixpenny Washing 
Book. For 26 Weeks. * 

IS Don’t: A Manual of Mistakes 
and •Improprieties. 
CommonBlunders In Writing. 
Unifortn with “Don’t.” 

14 Common Blunders In Speak¬ 

ing. Uniform with “ Don’t.” 

15 Stop! A Handy Monitor and 

Pocket Conscience. Uniform 
with “ Don’t." 

17 Discriminate! A Costpanion 
to “ Don’t.” 

il English as eha la Wrote. 

Uniform Don’t.” • 

19 Ingglish az she Iz Sp^t. 
• Ifniform with ” Don't.*’ 


{ ward, lock & CO., London, Melbourp 

Vtr—------~*li- 


nd New York. 



POPULAR SHILLING MANUALS. 


WARD, LOCK AND CO.’S UNIVERSAL SERIES OP 

SHILLING USEFUL BOOKS. 


1 Beeton's Shilling Cookery Book. With Cold. Platea, 

2 Beaton’s Shilling Gardening Book, Fully lUustrated. 

3 Beeton’s Complete Letter Writer, for Ladies and 

Oenllemen. < 

4 Webster's Pocket Dlq^tlonaw of the English 

Language. 

5 Beeton’s Ready Reckoner. Wuh many New Tables. 

6 Beeton’s Pictorial Spelling Book. With many 

Illu'ft.r.itions. 

7 Beet^n's Family Washing Book. For Fifty-two Week|, 
9 Beeton's Investing Money with Safety and Profit. 

13 Webster’s Book-keeping. Embracing Single and 

Double Entry. 

X4 The People's . Housekeeper: Health, Cookery, 

Clothcv, &c., &c. 

15 Ward and Lock’s Pocket English Dictionary. 

16 Ward and Lock's English and German Dictionary. 

18 Complete Etiquette for Ladies. 

19 Complete Etiquette for Gentlemen. 

20 Complete Etiquette for Families, 

21 Mrs. Warren’s Economical Cookery Book. Illust. 

22 The Etiquette of Modern Society. 

23 Guide to the Stock Exchange. Revised Edition. 

24 Tegg’s Readiest Reckoner ever Invented. 

25 The Bible Student’s Hjjindbook. 

28 Speeches and Toasts: Howto Make and Propose them. 

29 Ward and Lock’s New Pronouncing Dictionary. 

30 Grammar Made Easy: The Child’s Home Lesson Book. 

31 Chfid’s First Book of Natural History. Illustrated. 

32 Webster’s Dictionary of Quotations. With full Index. 

33 The Pocket Map of London, and 32,000 Cab Fares. 

34 Beeton ’4 Recipe Book. Uniform with Beeton’s Cookery. 

36 Walker and Webster’s Dictionary of the English 

Language. 

37 HoUdayTrips Round London. Profusely Illustrated. 

38 The Holiday Companion, and Tourist’s Guide. 

39 Ward and Lock’s indestructible ABC. Illustrated. 

40 Doubts, Difficulties, and Doctrines. By Dr. 

MORTIMKK GRA.NV 1 LLH. 

41 Beeton’s Dictionary of Natural History. Illustrated. 

42 The Dictionary of Every-day Qifficulties. 

’43 Webster*s Illustrated Spoiling Book. 

44 Beeton’s Book of Songs. New and Improved Edition. 

45 The Human Body : It.- Structure, Functions, and Design. 
47 M’Phun's Unlvej;‘aat Gazetteer. Pocket size. 


WARD, LOCpSf & CO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 





POPULAR SHILLING MANUALS. 


Price WARD AND LOCK’S 

' LONG LIFE SERIES. 

Accurately Written and Carefufly Edited by Distinguish/ed Memhewt 
o/ the Medical Prqfesiion. 

M'ice la, per Volume, neatly bound ia ctotl^ 

1 /— I Long Life, and How to Reach It. » 

* 2 TheThQoat and the Voice. 

3 Eyesight, and How to Care for It. 

4 The Moutn and xhfe Teeth 

5 The Skin In H^lth and Disease, 
o Brain Work and Overwork 

7 Sick NiA'sing: A Handbook ror all wiio have to do with 

Cases of Disease and Convalescence. 

8 The Young Wife’s Advice Book: A*Guide for Mothers 

on Health and Self-Management. 

9 Sleep; How to Obtain It. 

10 Hearing, and How to K^ep It. 

11 Sea Air and Sea Bathing. 

12 Health In Schools and Workshops. 

The Satukday Review sav^: "Tt in tiot too mtieh to tap \tf 
them, a a a acrioa, that the ahilliny invented betimes in each 
of them, map be the meanm of saving many a guinea^’ 

BEETON*S tiEGALt HANDBOOKS- 

Crown 8vo, in sirnng Inicn boards, price ta, each. 

I Property.—a Women, (Children, and Registration.—3 Divorce 
"" and Matrimonial Cause8.--4 Wills, Executors, and Trustees.— 

5 Transactions fti Trade, Securities, and Sureties.—6 Partnership 
and Joint-Stock Companies.—7 Landlord and Tenant, Lodgers, 
Rates and Taxes.—8 Masters, Apprentices, Servants, and Working 
Contracts.—g Auctions, Valuations, Agency, Games and Wagers.— 
10 Compositions, Liquidations, and Bankruptcy.—n Conveyance, 
Travellers, and Innkeepers.—12 Powers, Agreements, Deeds, and 
Arbitrations.—13 The County Courts.—14 The Householder's Law 
Book,—IS The Licensing Laws.—16 The Married Women’s Property 
Act, 1882.-17 The Bankruptcy Act, 1883.-18 The New Reform Act. 

WARD AND LOCK'S 

E D U C A T I OJN AL SERIES. 

Fcap. K'l), neat cloth, price la. each. 

1 Cobbett's English Gpartjnfar. New Annotated Edition. 

2 How to Pass Examinations; or, The Candidate’s Guide 

to the Army, Navy, Civil Service, &c. 

3 Cobbett’s French Grammar. New Annotated Edition. 

4 The ShiWing Self-Instructor; or, Every Man his Own 

Schoolmaster. liliistiatcJ. * 

5 Professions and Occupations: A Gi^de for Young 

Men to the Army, Navy, Civil Scivice, &c. » 

6 Common Blunders in tSpeaking and Writings niid 

How to At Old Ihcm. 

WARD. LOCK &.CO., London, Melb<Airii<vand New York. 
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HIGH-CLASS PRESENTATION VOLUMES. 





HIQH-CLASS PRESENTATION BOOKS. 


THE SELECTED EDITIOH OF THE JFA VERLEY HOVELS, 
Magnlfloently miutrated witb Original Designs by Eminent ArUiti. 
Super-royal 8vo, cloth gilt. 

I IVANHOE. iOa,ed, I 3 KENILWORTH. 7., 


ROB ROY.^ 7 a, 6 d, 


4WAVERLEY. 7 a, Ed, 


*,* Nos. 3 and 3 !n One Volume, price 12 a^€d, 

T/iia Edition ia th>' heat ever offered to-the Publie, 


repreaentatiow of Loealitiea, Hiatorical Peraonagea, Coa- 
tumeap Are/iiteetural ttetaila, de. ^ 

yHE Daily T'^legraph oft “Ivanhob.” 

*‘The ancient fairourite now comes forward in a note and autnp- 
tnoHS dreaa, gorgeonaly appareVed with th® utmost skill of the 
binder, and enriched with pictures which add life and reality to the 
stirring narrative. ... It u-ouid be difficult to apeak with too 
much commendation of aome of the Uluatrationo that accom* 
pany the story in this edition." ^ « 

The Times oh “Rob Roy.” 

** Admirably illuatrated, ■ ■ . Considering its size, and the 
excellence of its production, the volume ia a marvel of eheoj^eaa,*** 

7/6 THE ILLUSTRATED HISfl’ORY OF THE WORLD, for 

the English People. From the Earliest Period to the Present Time : 
Vot^e. Ancient, Medisval, Modern. Profusely lllnstrated With High* 
Class EitgraTlngs. Complete in Two Volumes, royal 8vo, cloth gilt, 
price 7a, Gd, each; half-calf, 128. each. 

** Two handsome and nutaaive volumes, in which a vast field 
of history is surveyed. . . , The illuatrationa deserve apecial 
praise. . . . They arcsreally illustrative of the text."—D aily News. 

** One of the moat valuable and eomplete extant. It ia 
beautifully printed and profusely illustrated, and has the look as well wtbc 
character of a standard book. The work will form a valuable addition to 
the library, useful for reference and tnstructiva in details.”—'NoawiCH 
Argos. __ 

WORTHIES OF THE WORLD. Containing Lives of Great 
Men of all Countries and all Times. With Portraits and OdMS lUaa* 
trattODA. Royal 8vo, cloth gilt, price 78, Gd, ; half-calf, 12a, ^ 

** The book ia an exeeUent one for free libraries and young 
men^a inatitutiona,**—!^ GiAphic. 

“ We know of nothing in the same class of literature equally reoiiaWo, 
impa/rtial and valuable as these sketches."— Derby Mercury. 

A COMPANION VOLUME TO ** WORTHIES OF THE 

WOELD." 

EPOCHS AND EPISODES OF HISTORY: A Book of 
Memorable I^ys and Notable Events. With abotrt 200 
gravlngS. Royal 8vo, cloth gilt, price 7a, Gd, / bevelled boards, gilt 
edgesi, 9a, a 

No more instructive or entertaining book eotcl({*M 
placed in the hands of a youthen * Epochs and Episodea of His¬ 
tory.' "—Doncaster Free Press. 


WARD, LOCK & Cp., London, Melbourtic, AgJ New York. 



LIBRARY EDITIONS OF STANDARD WORKS. 


10/6 


A NEW AND HANDSOME LIBRARY EDITION OF 
GIBBON’S ROMAN EMPIRE. With the late Dean Mili^an’s 
copious and vary valuable Notes, numerous Engravings and Mar¬ 
ginal Notes throughout.* In Two Volumes, medium 8vo, cloth, 218 , 
No other edition of great Work can compare for cheapness 

and completeness with this. The whole Of the Pext is given, as written 
by the Author : no word is changed, no line is omitted ; at the same time, 
the readtr has before him Dean Milman's oopious Notes, combating the 
Author’s Scepticism In religious matters, wnlle enriohing the work by 
their literary and hlstoritml value. This Edition also includes Mar- 

g lnal Notes, giving the essetue of narrative, and a large number of 

ngravlngS, illustrating the Manners and Custoens, &‘c., of the Ancient 
Romans. _t_S 

A NEW EDfnON OF PHELPS' Si'AKESPEARE, 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE. R%. 

vised ffom the Original Text. With Introductory Remarks and 
Copious Notes —Critical, General, and Explanatory—by Samuel 
Phelps. With numerous Illustrations by well-known Artists. Royal 
8 vo, cloth gilt, price lOs. Gd, ; half-morocco, IGs, 

This edition ^ ShakApect^e will be found satisfactory in every way. 
The biography of the Poet, the Revision of the Text, the Explanatory 
Notes, and the numerous Illustrations have all received very careful 
attention. _ 

ENTIRELY NEW EDITION, CORRECTED AND REVISED 

tHro zjg ho uy 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES LEVER. By W. J. Fitzpatrick, 

F.S A. With Portrait. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, Gs, 

** One of the most happily ‘written personal histories of 
the last decade. For wealth of reference and felicity of expression it 
could not well be surpassed. Wt. owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Fitzpatrick 
for showing us how pleasant biography may become in clever hands.”— 
Daily Telegraph. _ 

NEW ISSUE OF McCULLOCH’S EDITION OF 

ADAM SMITH’S WEi^LTH OF NATIONS. With a Life 

of thdh Author, Introductory Discourse, Supplemental Notes and Disser¬ 
tation, by J. R. McCulloch, late Professor of Political Economy in 
the University of London; Author of ‘‘The Principles of Political 
Economy,” i$'.c. With a Portrait of Adam Smith. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
Ga, 

“The 'Wealth of Nations’ is preibahly the moat impoirta‘nt 
worh “Which has ever been written, whether we consider the amount 
of original thought which it contains, or its practical induence.”—B uckle’s 
H istory of Civilization.** _I_ 

A COMPLETE LIBRARY EDITION OF 

CARLETON’S TRAITS AND STORIES OF THE IRISH 

PEASANTRY. With the Author’s last Corrections, an Introduction, 
Explanatory Notes, Portrait of the Author, and Plates and Woodouts 
by Phiz, Harvey, Gilbert, &c. Demy 8vd, cloth gilt, price 7 s, Gd, 
% Also lb be hatbin Two Volumes, cloth gilt, price da* eactu 

SOUTHEY’S LIFE OF LORD NELSON. New Edition, 
with a Life of Southey, and his last Corrections. lUuitrated 
by George Cruikshank. Imp. samo, cloth, price Ss, 


Ward, LOCK^ CO., London, Melbowrne, and New York. 
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LIBRARY EDITIONS OF STANDARD WORKS. 
MOTLEY'S DUTCH REPUBLIC: The Rise oi^the Dutch 

Rni’unuc. By John Lothkop Motlhv. A New Edition, with 
Map and numerous full-page illustratlouB. Royal 8vo, cloth gUt, 
price iH. Gd. 

7/6 BONNECHOSE’S HISTORY OF FRANCE: The History 

OF France,*o the Revolution of 1848. By Emu. a dk Bonnhchose. 
A New Edition, with uumerotis full-pagQ Illustrations. Medium 
8vo, cloth gijf, price 7 ». Gd, ^ 

7 /G THE LIFE OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. ByJ. S. C. 

' Abuott, Witl^ BioGR^Hftts of the Bonaparte Family. A New 

Edition, with Sketch of the Life op Napoleon the Third, and 
numerous full-page illustrations. ^ Medium 8vo, clot.h gilt, price 
7s. GO. \ 

7 /(j HALLAM’S 2 ITERATUHE OF EUROPE^: An Introduc- 

*' TiON TO THE LiTERAi’URE OF F.TROPE in the Fifteenth. Sixteenth, 

Sind Seventeenth Centuries. •By Henry Hallam. A New Edition, 
with numerous full-page Illustrations. Medium 8vo, cloth gilt, 
price 7a. Gd. 

Uniform with the ^ove, 78, Gd. 

7 /G HALLAM’S CONSTITUTidNAL HISTORY of ENGLAND. 

' By the Author of the above. 

7/6 SMITH’S WEALTH OF NATIONS: An Inquiry into thtf 

Nature .ind Causes of the Wealth of Nations. By Adam Smith, 
LL.D , 1 ' R S. • 

7 /G MACAULAY: REVIEWS, ESSAYS AND POEMS. With 

' full-pago Illustrations. 

7/0 PLUTARCH’S LIVES of the GREAT MEN of ANTIQUITY. 
Lancuoune’s Kdition. With full-page Illustrations. 

7/6 WEBSTER’S ILLUSTRaVed PRONOUNCING DIC- 

' TIONARY OF THE»ENnU.':H LANGUAGE. With a large 

number of Explanatory Engravings. 

7/6 ROLLIN’S ANCIENT HISTORY: The Ancient History of 

' the Egvi'Tians, Carthaginians, A'-bvrians, Bauvlonians, Medhs 

AND I’l^RSlANS, GRECIANS AND MACEDONIANS. By M. RoLLIN. 

A New Edition, with nunidroos full-page Illustrations. Medium 
8 vo, cloth gUl, price 7s. Gd. • 

7/6 CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE. By Isaac D’Isr.^li. 

' A New Edition, with Portrait and numerous full-page Illustra¬ 
tions. Medium 8vo, doth gilt, jnce 7a. Gd. 

7/6 MISCELLANIES OF LtTERATyRE. By Isaac D’Israeli. 

' A No 7 v Edition, uniform with the above, with numerous full-pags 

Illustrations. Medium Svo, cloth gilt, price 7a. Gd. 

QU SHAKESPEARE’S- COMPLETE WORKS. With Life, 

' Glossary, &c., and fUU-pago and other Engravings. Handsoddy 

bound, cloth gilt, price Gs. ; bevelled boards, gilt edges, 7 *. Gd. ; 
half-morocco, 10a. Gd. Library Edition, plain, Gt^ Cheap 

Edition on thin paper, cloth gilt, Ha, f boards, fSs. Gd. {See a/io 
“ Mojcon's Popular Poets ” and *' The People's Siandastd Library."^ 

4 V 0 IB. HONE’S WORKS: Everyday Book, Table Book, and 
50/— Ybar Book.’ With Portraits anA 730 niustratlons. In Four Vols., 

' medium Svo, doth gilt, price SOs. ; half-morocco, GOa, 

WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Wj^elbourne, t?-'d,New York. 



GIFT BOOKS AT FIVE SHILLINGS. 


Price 

5 /- 

t 

t 

c 

3/6 

% 

c 

WARD AND LOCK’S POPULAR SERIES OF 

FIVE SHILLING GIFT BOOKS. 

Crown 8vo, handsomely bound, ffs, each. 

1 The Prince of the House of David. By Rev. J. H. 

1ngrau;^m. With Coloured and other ^^lustrations. 

2 The Throne of David. By Rev. J. H. Ingraham. 

With Coloured and other Illustrations. 

3 The Pillar of Fire. By Rev. J. Ingraham. With 

Coloured and other Illusjtrap^lons. 4 . 

4 Heroes of the Faith ; Lives of the Scottish Worthies 

who Suffered in the ReformaticAi. Illustrated. 

5 Martyt^s fore^he Truth: Dying,.Testimonies of the 

Worthies of Scotland who Suffered in the Reformation. IllUStratcc^ 

6 The Christian Dally Text Book and Birthday 

Remembrancer. * 

7 The Story of a Peasant, 1789 - 1792 . By Erckmann- ^ 

Chatrian. With 67 full-page Engravings. 

8 The Story of a Peasant, 1793-1815. ByERCKMANN- 

Chatkjan. With 60 full-page Engravings. 

9 South and West Australia, and New Zealand. By 

Anthony Tkoh OPE. With Maps. 

10 New South Wal^s, Queensland, Victoria and 

TasmanuT. Py Anthony Trollope, With Maps. 

11 The Friendly Counsellor. By William Cobbett, 

Timothy Ttilomb, and Henry Ward Beecher. 

12 Hans Andersen's Popular Tales for Children. 

With Coloured and otAor lUnstrations. 

13 Hans Andersen’s Stories for’ the Young. With 

Coloured and other Illustrations. 

THE LIBRARY OF NATIONAL INFORMATION AND 
^ POPULAR KNOWLEDGE. 

History and Bio^ra^hy “form two very important component parts of 
the hnotulcdge that can be acquired by reading and study. These rvorks 
group together L^’ves and Events in such a manner that the lives may 
explain the events, and that the events may be appreciated by a Jeninvledge 
of the lives of those who have brouskt them about. Many would be glad to 
have presented to them, briefly and succinctly, the life of a great man, or 
the story of a great period, wtihout having the time or opportunity to read 
through a long and elaborate history%yr biograj^. To such readers The 
Library of National ^Inforj^ation and Popular Knowledge will 
supply a want, 

Crown 8vo, handsomely bound, cloth gilt, S«. each. 

1 REBELLION AND LOYALTY: The Story of Two 

Empires. With numerous Illustrations. 

2 SCEPTRE AND SWORD: Storie.<fof Great Heroes and 

G.allant I*ights With numerous Illustrations. 

3 G^,EAT KINGS AND GREAT PREACHERS: Stories 

of Eminent Rulers and Metnor.Tble Religious Teachers and 
Reformers. With numerous Illustrations. 

To be followed by other Volumes, 

WARD, LOCIJ^*' CO., London, Mclboi|me, and New York. 



NEW GIFT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 



Price AN ENTIREL Y NEW ELEMENTAR Y INSTR UCTION BOOK 
^ FOR TEACHING YOUNG CHILDREN. 

7/6 THE CHILD’S INSTRUCTOR; or^ Learning Made Easy 

' by Tovs, PiCTURifS mid Stokiks. A Comprehensive Work, partially 

planned on the now celebrated Kindeigarten System of Toy Tk\ciiing 
AND Play*Learning. Teaching in an EsAy and Attractive mimiicr! 
The Alphabet, Spelling, Reading, Writing, Arhhmetic, IJ-sicry, 
Geography, Grammar, Music and Singing, &c. With HundlodS Of 
Eiijsraying* and Two Folding Sapplements: (i) The^eces^r^rv Ma^ 
terials for the Toy Te^hing of the Alphabet, and (2) A Large Puzzle 
Map for Teaclfing the EleiAents of Geography. Royal 8vo, cloth gilt, 
price 7 #. BA* 

How often has a fonU and anxious onot/ier wished /or a hook which 
should contain within itiei/^ Easy and Sotteriainyig Lc-soiis on various 
stthjects, all oj^thein so hiia/tf \t>;ih good Pictures and so amuiiugly 
0 writien that the child eanMot fail to he alti’c^ted In tins work 

will be found just what ts required /or the l*lay Jjeaminy of Little 
Folks, 

“ Will excite the admiration of the youngsters as they gather round 
their teacher."—^T he Litkrakv World. 


A NEW AND HANDSOME BIBLE FOR THE YOUNG. 

10/6 the CHILDREN’S PICTORIAL BIBLE. With Ques¬ 
tions AND Exi'la NATIONS I'OK THE YouNG. Illustrated WJ th 
beautifully Coloured Platesp and separate Pages of EngraTlnga. 
4 I 0 , cloth gilt, price 10s. Od. 

In this work is o/ered an Ah*-id(rmeMt, not an Alteration, 
or JHlution, 0/ the Bible J'assagcs arc omitted, but no leorrl 
is changed. The divisional headings adopted will, it ts hapjd , make 
the Bible narrative and teaching more tasih understood ; the Botes have 
been prepared with especial icirp/or i/.e 11 planaiion of difficulties which 
a child might expeMencr. ^ 

ELEGANT CHILDREN'S GIFT BOOKS FOR ALL SEASONS. 
Containing numerous beautiful designs, executed in the highest 
style of Colour Piiutirig. 

5 /— QUACKS: The Story of the Ugly Duckling, after Mans 
' Andersen, Told in Verse, and Illustrated With, exquisite Coloured 

Pictures W Marion M. Wingkavk. 410,, ornamental boards, ; 
cloth gilt, 6s. 

“The beautiful coloured pictures, the delightful verSe, and 
the instructive moral make it aprise indeed.” — Christian W0RI.D. 

HAPPY CHILD-LIFE,* at Uoiii^ and at School. A Good 
' Boy's Day, with its Work anftl Play. Illustrated by Klimsch. Beau¬ 

tifully printed in Colours. 410 , pictorial boaids, 6s, ; gilt, 7s, Gd. 

** Elegant in form, and profusKlg illustrated iit colours, 
the drawing, moreovei, being exceedingly good, it is just the kind 
of book to attract youthful readers."—A hekdek.n Free Press. 

10/6 CRADLE SONGS OF MANY NATIONS. Music By Rein- 

' HOLD Herman. Beautifully Illustrated with Ooloi^ed Pietuxes by 

Walter Satteklee. Large demy 410 , cloth gilt, lOs. 6d, • 

“This chartnitig book will luf appreciated by lovers of musicpand 
by all mothers and children.”—T he Standard. 

WARD, LOCK & CO., London, MelbouPne, ,and New York. 
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qHBAP EDITIONS OF STANDARD WORKS. 


THE PEOPLE'S STANDARD LIBRARY 

*' Price each, strongly and attracti\eiy bound, cloth t. 

(Those marked * also iit plain cloth, with label, uncut edges, Ss, eack.} 

• 1 Longfellow. „ i 58 Edgeworth's Popular 


* 1 Longfellow. „ 

* 2 Scott. 

* 3 Wordswprth. 

* 4 Milton. • 7 Hood. 

* 5 Copper. • 8 Byron. 

* 6 Keats. * 9 Burns. 

•10 Mrs. Hemans- • 

•ii Pope. '^15 Shelley. 
*12Campbell *l6l^Od2ndSer. 
•i3Coleri4ge •lyd'honnson. 
•14 Moore. *iS Tapper. 
•19 Humorous Poems. 

•20 American Poems. ‘ 
*21 Lowell. I *22 Whittier. 
23 Shakespeare. CQmplete. 
■*24 Poetic Treasures. 

*25 Keble’s Christian Year. 
*26 Young. 1 *27 Poe. 

28 Ann and Uane Taylor. 
•29 Leigh Hunt’s Poem*. 

•30 Scott’s Minstrelsy of 

the Scottish Border.. 

*31 Dodd’s Beauties of 

Shakespeare. 

*32 Poems of Ireland. ^ 

•33 Rossetti’s Lives of 

Famous Poets. 

•34 Herbert’s Poems. 

40 Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

*41 Evenings at Home. 

42 Grimm’s Fairy Tales. 
*43 Robinson Crusoe. 

•44 Sandford and Merton. 

45 Pilgrim’s Progress. 

46 Swiss Family Robinson. 

47 Andersen’s Stories 

48 Andersen’s Tales. f 

49 The Marvels of Nature. 

50 The Scottish Chiefs. 

51 The Ld.mplighter. 

52 The Wide, Wide World. 

53 Queechy. 

**54 Poe’s Takes of Mystery, 
sq Wonders of the World. 

» "S m »m ■_ >■ — -C 


Tales. 

59 Fairchild Family. 

*60 Two rears Before the 

61 Stepping Heavenward. 

62 BaroKi Munchausen. 

« 1. 63 Fcj^rn Leaves. Complete. 
64Josephus: Wars. 

<15 Josephus: Antiquities 
in! 66 The Pillar of Fire. 

67 The 'Throne of David. 

68 Little Women. • 

* 69 Good Wives. 

)r. 70 Melbourne House, 
te. 7 * Quincey. Memoir. 

72 De Quincey. 2nd Series, 
ir. "^73 Lord Bacon. Memoir. 
'*■74 Lord Bacon. 2nd Series. 
*75 Sydney Smith. Memoir. 
”■76 Sydney Smith. 2nd Series 
of *77 Macaulay. With Memoir. 

*78 Macaulay. ‘2nd Series, 
of *79 Macaulay. 3rd Series. 
•80 Burke’s Choice Pieers. 
'”81 Paley’s Evidences, 
of *3^ Natural Theology. 

*83- Horse Paulinse. 

*84 Webster's Quotations. 
*85 Arabian Nights. 

86 Todd’s Lectures. 

87 Todd’s Sunday School 

Teacher. 

>n. -Student’s Manual. 

*90 Locke on Toleration, 
;>n. Locke on Education. 
*92 M'Culloch’s Principles 

^ of Political Economy. 

f’o. 93 Choice Anecdotes, &c. 
•94 Butler’s Analogy. 

*9S Taylor’s Holy Living. 

•Id. *96 -Holy Dying. 

*97 HaUam’s Literature of 
ry. Euro^ e. z5th&x6thCeaturies. 

‘Id. *98 I7(h Century. 


* S6 rt'ince of the House of *99 Coleridge’s Aids to Re- 

,, David. . [Tales. flectioa. , 

57 Edgeworth’s Moral *100-Dramatic Works. 

WARD, LOCK & P0„ London, Melbourne, and New York. 



HANDSOME EDITIONS OF STANDARD AUTHORS. 


WARD AND LOCK'S « 

ROYAL .LIBRARY 

Of Choice Books by Famous Authors. 

Well printcijgpn good paper, and handsomely bound m red cloth, gilt, 
Dcvelled boards, red edges, price Ss , eagh, 

Among^ ihetnutnerous wo7ks o/ fiction whose titles, nt least, havf 
ieconte familiar as kouseho^ words, a srleciion has been made under the 
title ofil'hQ ROYAL LIBRaRT of Cholco BooltB, comfnsitig those works 
which the general reader may be supposed most desirous of possessint^ 
Suck works are here presented to the pfdhc in a kandsomtly-bound and 
well-printed Series, each vg''unie belng^Completa In itself, and con-, 
tainmg a wor,^ of sterling interest and value, dt the extraordinarily 
cheap price of Two dShillinga, 


Jack Brag. Theodors Hook. 
Ten Thousand a-Year. 

Samuel Warren. , 

Irish Stories and Legends. 

Samuel Lover. 
Evelina. Miss Burney. 
Helen. Maria Edgeworth. 
Handy Andy. Samuel LovKlf. 

Pickwick Papers. 

Charles Dickens. 

Last Days of Pompeii. 

Lvtton Bulwer. 
Kenilworth, sir W. Scott.* 
Ivanhoe. sirV?. ScoTt. 

Harry Lorrequer. 

Charles Lbvcr. 

Charles O’Malley. 

Charles Lever. 

Eugene Aram. 

Lvtton Bulwer. 
Pelham. lvtton Bulwer. 
Valentine Vox. 

Henry Cockton. « 

Nicholas Nickleby. 

Charles Uickenv. 
Jack Hinton. Charles Lever- 
Diary of a late Physician. 

Samuel Warren. 

The ScottlsJe Chiefs. 

Jane Porter. 

By the King’s Command. 

Victor Hugo. 

Sense and Sensibility. 

Jane Austen. 


Emma. Jane.Austhn. 

Mansfield Park. 

m Jane Austen. 

Northanger Abbey. 

Jane Austen. 

Pride and Prejudice. * 

Jane Austen. 

Prince of the House of 

David. J. H. Ingraham. 

• The Throne of David. 

J. H. Ingraham. 

The Pillar of Fire. 

J. H. Ingraham. 
Jean Valjean (Les Misera- 
bles). Victor Hugo. 

Cosette and Marius (Les 

Miserables). Victor Hugo. 

Fantine (Les Miserables). 

Victor Hugo. 

Hunch^pack of Notre 

Dame. Victor Hugo. 

Waveriey. Sir W. Scorrf 

The Antiquary. 

Sir W. Scott. 

tom Cringle’s Log. 

Michael Scott. 

Virgin Soil, ivan Turgenieff. 
Smoke. Ivan Turgenieff. 

Liza; or, A Noble Nest. 

• Ivan Tur^nieff. 

Tales of Mysjery, &c. 

Hdgar a. Poe. • 

, The Yellowplush Cori»e8- 

pondeiicc,&c. W.M.Th.\ckeraV. 


WARD, LOCK & <JO., London, Melboufne, and New York. 


the cheapest STAlirDARD BOOKS PUBLISHED. 


« WARD A LOCK’S SHILLING LIBRARY OF 

FAMOUS BOOKS FOR ALL. TIME. 

(I 

Neatly and strongly bound in cloth, price la* each. 


Under the above title, the publtskert are issuingTin a popular form, with 
ike ^prepriate filing out of clear print, good paper, and etrong 
ana neat elciA binding, a collection of such books as are best adapted 
for general reading, and ^v§ survived the genfi'ation in tuhtch and for 
which they were written—such boots er the getterat verdict has pronounced 
to be ** Not if an age tut for alt tiSie. The purpose has been, and is, to in¬ 
clude in this series books <fthe most various kinds, and addressed to the most 
different ages; to embrace,in tkefultesrmanner, i/te whole domainofwhai 
is called “ General Redaing,’' in order that the series may form in itself 
a course of reading for the household, in which thfwants and capacities of 
the various ^moers, however wide may be the difference in their agon 
asset tastes, shall be duly considered, and catered for. 


The Volumes now ready etre as follows .** 

1 Cobbett’s Advtce^o'Young Men. 

2 Grimm’s Fairy Tales, and other Popular Stories. 

3 Evenings at Home. By Dr. Aiken and Mrs. Barbauld. 

4 McCulloch’s Principles of Political Economy. 

5 Macaulay’s Reviews^and Essays, &c. ist Series. 

6 Macaulay’s Reviews and Essays, &c. and Series. 

7 Macaulay’s Reviews and Essays, Sec. 3rd Series. 

8 Sydney Smith’s Essays, ibt Series. 

9 Sydney Smith's Essays. 2 nd Series, 

10 Bacon’s Prof^cience ^Advancement of Learning, Ac. 
i[ Bacon’s New Atlantis, Essays, ^c. 

12 Josephus: Antiquities of'the Jews. With Notes. 

13 Josephus: The Wars of the Jews. With Notes. 

14 Butler's Analogy of Religion. With Notes, &c. 

15 Paiey’s Evidences of Christianity. Life, Notes, &c. 

16 Bunyan's Pilgrim’s Progress. Memoir of Author. 

17 Robinson Crusoe. By Daniel de Foe. With Memoir. 

18 Sandford’b.nd Merton. By Thomas Day. Illustrated. 

19 Foster’s Decision of Character. With Memoir. 

20 Hufeiand’a Art of Prolonging Life. 

21- Todd’s Student's Manual. By Rev. John Todd. 

22 Paiey’s Natural «Theolo^. with Notes, Ac. 

23 Paiey’s Horas PaulinsEf. With Notes, &c. 

Bound smiform with the above :— 

50 Beeton’s Art of Public Speaking. 

51 Beeton’s Curiosities of Orators and Oratory. 

^ Beeton’s England’s Orators. * 

53 Beeton’s Great Speakers and Great Speeches. 

54 Masters in History. By the Rev. F. Anton. 

55 Great Novelists. By J. C. Watt. 

56 Life of Thomas Cftriyle. By H. J. Nicoll. 


WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourne, and New Yorl^ 




aiPT BOOKS AT THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE. 


Pfic* THE HOME TREASURE LIBRARY. 

^ With niUStratlonS, cloth gilt, silt edges, Sa. tirl. each. 

3/6 * Shiloh. By Mrs. W. MpL. Jay. Coloured Illustrations. 

2 The Prince of the House of David. Coloured Illusts. 

3 Miss Et^eworth’s Moral Tales.* Coloured Illustrations. 

4 Miss Edgeworth’s Popular Tales.. Coloured lllust.s. 

5 Throne\)f David. By Rev. J. II. Ingraham. Illusts.* 

6 Pillar of Hre. Rev. J. H. Ingraham. Illustrated. 

7 Anna Lee. By X- S. Arthur. Illustrated. 

8 Wide, Wide World By E. ^etherell. Col. Illusts. 

9 Queechf'' By the same. Coloured ifluslrations. 

10 Melbourne House. ^By the same. Colbured Illustr.itions. 

11 Sceptres and Crowns. By the same. Coloured Illusts. 

12 Fairchild Family. By Mrs. Sherwood. Col. Illustj;. 

13 Stepping Heavenward. E. Prentiss. Col. Illustrations. 

14 Mabel Vaughan. By Miss Gumming. Coloured Illusts. 

15 Dunallan. By Grace Kennedy. Coloured lllusiratioifh. 

16 Father Clement. By the same. Coloured Illustrations. 

17 Holden with the Cords. By Mrs. Jay. Col. Illusts. 
iS Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Coloured and other Illustrations. 

19 Barriers Burned Away. By E. P. Roe. Col. Illusts. 

20 Little Women and Good Wives. By Miss Alcott. 

21 From Jest to Earnest. By E. P. Roe. Col. Illusts. 

22 Near to Nefture’s Heart. By E. P. Roe. Col. Illusts. 

23 Opening a Chestnut Burr, By E. P. Roe. Col. Illusts. 

24 What Can She Do P By £. P. Roe. Coloured Illusts. 
2$ The Old Helmet. ByE. Wetherell. Coloured Illusts. 
'26 Daisy. By the same. With Coloured Illustrationr. 

27 A Knight of the Nineteenth Century. Col. Illusts. 

28 Woman our Angel. By A. S. Roe. Coloured Illusts. 

29 The Lamplighter. By Miss Gumming. Coloured Illusts. 

30 A Face Illumined. By^l. P. Roe. Coloured Illusts. 

31 The Story of Sto^ie^. BjfMrs. Leathley. Illustrated. 

32 A Day of Fate. By E. P. Roe. With Frontispiece. 

33 Odd or Even. By Mrs. Whitney. Illustrated. 

34 Without a Home. By E. P. Roe. With Frontispiece. 

35 Ida May.* By Mary Langdon. Qaloured Illust^tions. 

36 Helen. By Maria Edgeworth. Illustrated. 

37 Our Helen. By Sophie May. With Fronftspiece, • 

38 His Sombre Rival. ByE.P. Roe. With Frontispiece. 

39 An Original Belle. By E. P. Roe. With Frontispiece. 


j'WARD, LOCK & ^O., London, Melbourne, and New York. 
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GIFT BOOKS AT THR^B SHILLINGS 4 SIXPENCE. 

THE GOOD .WORTH LIBRARY. 

( .■ 

In ike Goop Worth Library no works havt hem admitted in which 
three reguisites for good worth in a hook , — namely , the promotion of 
knowledge , the furtherance of wisdom , and the charm of amusement - 

are not combined , - 

^ Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 3a. QfL. e^ch. 

3/6 I Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. Witii Memoir of the 

Author by H. W. Dulckkn, Ph.D., and 100 Illustrations. 

2 The Swiss Family Robinson. Tntnslaied by Henry 

Frith. With Coloured Plates PAd upwards of 200 Engravings 

3 Hans Andersen’s Stories for the Young. Illustrated. 

4 Hans Andersen’s Pofiular'Tales for Children. Do. 

5 Ann andJane 1 aylor’s Poetry for 'Children. Original 

Poems, HymiLS for Infant Minds, Rhymes for the Nursery. Illust. 

7 Fifty Celebrated Wompn : Their Virtues and Failings, 

arid the Lessons of their Lives. With many Engravings. 

8 Fifty Celebrated Men: Their Lives and Trials, and 

the Deeds that made them Famous. With many Engravings. 

9 Robinson Crusoe. Memoir and many EngraYinga. 

^ xo The Wonders of the World. With 123 Engravings. 

XI Evenings at Home; or, The Juvenile Budget Opened, 
By Mrs, Bakbauld and Dr. Aiken. With many Engravings. 

12 The Gentlemen AdveTiturers; or, Antony Waymouth. 

By W. H. G. Kikcistok. With full-page Engravings 

13 Sandford and Merton. With 100 Engravings. 

14 The Boy’s Own Sea Stories. Full-page Engravings. 

16 Great Inventors: The Sources of their Usefulness, and 

the Results of their EtTorts. With 109 Esgravings. 

17 The Marvels of Nature; or. Outlines of Creation. 

With 400 Engravings by Dalzikl Brothers. 

18 The Boy's Own Book of Manufactures and Indus- 

trie%of the World, With 366 Engravings by Dalzibl Brothers. 

19 Famous Boys, and How they Became Famous Men. Illust. 

20 Triumphs of Perseverance and Enterprise. Illust. 

21 The Crusades and Crusaders: The Story of the 

Struggle for the Holy Sepulchre. By J. G. Edgar. Illustrated. 

22 The Merchant’s Clerk; or, Mark Walton. By Rev. C. 

B. Tavler, M.A. With itull-pa,-e and other Engravings. 

83 The Young Mar&oners ; or, The Adventilres of Robert 
and Harold on the Florida Coast. With many Engravings. 

24 Holiday House. By Catherine Sinclair. Illustrated. 

25 The Boy’s Book of Modern Travel. Illustrated. 

26 Mary Bunyan, the Blind Daughter of John Bunyan. By 
« Sallir RoaiESTER Ford. With full-page Engravings. 

27 The Scottish Chiefs. By Jane Porter. Illustrated. 

30 Life- Thoughts. By Henry Ward Beecher. With 

Red Border Lines. 

31 The Christian Life-: Bible Helps and Counsdk 


WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourne^ and New York. 




GIFT BOOKS AT THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE. 


The Good Worth Library— continued . • 

32 The Perfect Life. By William E. Channing. 

33 Sacred Heroes and Wlartyrs. By J. T. Headley. 

34 Religion and Science. By Josepj*Le Conte, 

35 Gettln^^n in the World ; or, Hints on Success in Life. 

The Two Series Complete in One Volume. By W. Mathews, LL.D , 

36 Grimm’ef Fairy Tales, &c. Profusely Illustrated. * 

37 Boy’s Handy Boo?^ of Games and Sports. Illustrated; 

38 Boy’s Handy Bopk of Natural History. Illustrated. 
39Gutenburg; or, Tht World’s^ie^efac4>r. Illustrated. 

40 Uncle IvfS-rk’s Money; or, More Ways^than One. 

41 The Arabian Nighty’ Entertainments. Illustrated. 

43 Lion Hunting. Illustrated by Gustave DcTre, &c. 

44 The Backwoodsman. By C. F. L. Wraxall, Bart. 

45 Hunting Adventures fn forest and Field, must, 

46 Famous People and Famous Places. Portraits, &c^ 

47 Reedyford ; or, Creed and Character. Rev. S. Hocking. 

48 Children at Jerusalem. By Mrs. Holman Hunt. 

With Frontispiece by the Author. Also in fancy wrapper, price Jn. 

49 Cheerful Homes; How to Get and Keep Them. By 

Dr. Kirton, Author of “ Huy your Own Cherries ” Illustrated. 

50 Heaven’s Messengers: A Senes ot Stirring Addresses. 

51 The Freedom of Faitii. By Rev. T. T. Munger. 

52 On the Thnesholj?! : Counsel to Young Men. Ditto. 

53 Treasures of Truth for Busy Lives, A Book of Good 

Counsel for Young anti Old, 

54 The Little Ragamuffins of Outcast London. By the 

Author of “ A Night in a. Workhouse," &c. Illustrated. 

55 From Log Cabin to White House . The Stoty of the 

Life of President Garfield, By W, M. Th^ayeR. DlUStrated. 

56 Occident. By Rev. Joseph Cook, of Boston. 

c7 England’s Hero and Christian Soldier: The llffe of 

^ ^ ___ Tvrr.i _1_ VviMMisn w4ve fva 


General JSoRuoN. With Uajps and numerous Engravings. 

5S Beeton's Compleje Orat^or. A Complete Guide to 

Piftilic Speaking, with Examples and Anecdotes. 

59 Wild Sports of the World. By James Greenwood. 

Profusely IllUStratBd. 

60 Brave British Soldiers and the Victoria Cross. With 

numerous full page Engravings. 

61 Silas Horner’s Adventures ; or, "Phe Captive Ctftjurors. 

By Jamks Greenwood. Profusely Illustrated. 

62 The New Evenings at Home - or, Chats about Kncftir- 

Icdge. By the Author of “ Picciola.” lUuBtrated. • 

63 History of Napoleon Bdfiaparte. Illustrated, 
WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 



OlFT. BOOKS AT HALF-A-CROWN. 


THE FAMILY GIFT SERIES. 


A cheup issut of Popular Books, suitable for Prizes and Rewards. 


^rown 8vo, cloth gtU, price }la, OG. each. 

1 The Swiss Family Robinson. With 200 Engravings. 

2 Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. Memoir. 100 lUusta. 

3 Robinson Crusoe. Mfimft'ir and many Engravings. 

4 Sandford and Merton. With 100 Engravings. 

5 Famou^ Boys.^and How they became Great Men. 

6 Fifty Celebrated Women. With Portraits, &c. 

7 The Gentlemen Adventurers. W. H. G. Kingston? 

8 Evenings at Home. With many Illustrations. 

9 The Adventures of Captain Hatteras. By Jules 

Verne. With OolcJtiSEd Plates. 

10 Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea. By 

Jules Verne. With Coloured Plates. 

11 The Wonderful Travels. By the same. Col. Plates. 

12 The Moon Voyage. Jules Verne. Coloured Plates. 

13 Getting On In the World. By W. Mathews, LL.D. 

14 The Boy’s Own Book of Manufactures and Indus- 

tries of the World. With 3G6 Engravings. 

15 Great Inventors: The Sources of their Usefulness, and 

the Results of their Effort . With 109 Engravings. 

16 The Marvels of Natur^. Witfi 400 Engravings, 

17 The Boy’s Own Sea Stories. With page Engravings. 

18 Grimm’s Fairy Tales. With many Illustrations. 

19 Fif^y Celebrated Men. With Portraits. 

20 The Wonders of the World, With 123 Engravings. 

21 Triumph^ of Perseverance and Enterprise. lUuat. 

22 Keble’s Christian Year. With page Engravings. 

23 A Face Illumined. By E. P. Roe., 

24 The Scottish Chiefs. By Miss Jai& Porter. 

25 What Can She Do ? b;,' E. P. Roe. 

26 Barriers Burned Av/ay. By E. P. Roe. 

27 Opening of a Chestnut Burr. By E. P. Roe. 

28 Orange Blossoms. By T. S. Arthur. Illustrated. 

29 Mary Bunyan. ByS. R. Ford. 

''30 Margaret Catch pole. By Rev, R. Cobbold. 

31 Ju'amerk; or, The Converted Jewess, By. Mrs. Webb. 

33 Amy and Hester; or. The Long Holidays. Illustrated. 

34 Edwin and Mary t or, The Mother’s Cabinet. Illustrated. 


WARD, LOCK &*CO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 





GIFT BOOKS AT HALF-A-CROWN. 
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Thf, Family Gift Series—• 

36 Wonders and Bee^utles of the Year. H. G. Adams. 

37 Modern Sociel^. By (Catherine Sinclair. 

38 Beatricg. iBy Catherine Sincla^. 

39 Looking Heavenward : A Scries of Tai^s and Sketches 

for the Young. With numerous lllustratlonS.- 

40 Life’s Ctfntrasts; or, The Four Homes. Illustrated. 

41 Nature’s Gifts, d!h(* How we Use Them. Illust. 

42 Piigrims Heave^iward: Counsel and Encouragement. 

43 Children’s Hymns and Rh^^nes. Jllustrated. 

44 Preachdfs and Preaching, in Ancient and Modem 

Tiint:^. By Rev. Henry Christmas. With t’ortraits. 

45 Character and Cu!t?ure. By the Bishop of Durham. 

46 Popular Preachers: Their Lives and their Works. 

47 Boy’s Handy Book ot GawTes and Sports, must. 

48 Boy’s Handy Book of Natural History. Illust. 

49 A Knight of the Nineteenth Century. E. P. Roe. * 

50 Near to Nature’s Heart. By E. P. Roe. 

51 A Day of Fate. By E.»r. Roe 

52 Odd or Even P By Mrs. Whitney. 

53 Gutenburg, and the Art Of Printing. IlluBtrated. 

54 Uncle Mark’s Money; or, More Ways than One. 

55 Without a Home. B31IL P. Rof.. 

56 The Arabian Nigjnts’ Entertainments. IlluBtrated, 

57 Andersen’s Popular Tales. Illustrated, 

58 Anderson’s Popular Stories. Illustrated. 

50 Lion Hunting. J^y Gerard. Illust. by Dore and rthers. 

60 The Backwoodsman. Ed. by Sir C. F. L. Wraxall. 

61 The Young Marooners. By F. Goulding. Illust. 

62 The Crusades and Crusaders. By J, G. Edgar. Do. 

63 Hunting Adventures in Forest and Field, lllusi,. 

64 The Bojis Book of Modern Travel and Adventure. 

65 Farry5U^i‘ People atW Famocis Places. Illustrated. 

66 Cheerful Homes; How to Get and Keep them. By the 

Author of “ Buy your Own Clierries, ” &c. Illustratod. 

67 Helen. By Maria Edgeworth. 

68 Our Helen^ By Sophie May. 

69 The Little Ragamuffins of Outcast London, “^y the 

Author of " A iSight in a Workhouse," &c. lilustrated. 

70 Heaven’s Messengers: A Series of Stirring Addresses? 

71 From Log Cabin to Whitc^House: The Life of General 

Gakfield. Illustrated. 


WARD, LOCK & CO., London, Melbourife, and^New York. 


GIFT BOOKS AT HALF-A-CROWN. 


Price 


THEeFAMiKjlr Gift Series — continued. 







72 His Sombre Rivals. By E, P. Roe. s 

73 Reedy ford ; or, Creed and^Chiracter. By S. K. Hocking. 

90 England’s Hero and Christian Soldier: The Lif^of 

General Gordon. Maps and lllustratl(ms. 

91 From Jest to Earnest. By E. P. Roe. 

92 Th6 Manners of Polite Society. 

93 Beeton's Great Orators and Great Orations. 

94 The Art of Public SpeffRIng, ^nd Curiosities of 

Orators and Oratory. 

95 Wild Sports of the WorH. By James Greenwood. 

Profusely niuisfrated. 

96 Brave'British Soldiers and th^ Victoria Cross. 

With numerous EURrayingB. C 

97 Silas Horner’s Adventures. By James Greenwood. 

Profusely niustrated. 

gS The Life of Lord Beaconsfleld : Literary aud Political. 
99 The New Evertiigs ^t Home; or, Chats about Know¬ 
ledge. By the Author of “ Picciola." Illustrated. 

100 An Original Belle. By E. P. Roe. With Frontispiece. 

101 Only Give Me a Chance. A Story founded on Fact. 

By Dr. Kirton, Author of “ Buy Your Own Cherries.” must. 

102 The History of Napoleon Bonaparte. lUuatrated. 


THE BOYS' Il^USTRATED LIBRARY OP 


HEROES^ PATRIOTS, & PIONEERS. 


The Story of their Daring AdTentorea and Heroic Dooda. 

_c._ 


Ih this senes Biographies are ttarrft.ieti es^il/iting the farce qfcharac¬ 
ter ef the men and the remarkable adveniures they encountered, and these 
records can scarcely be perused without exciting a feeling of admiration 
for the Heroes aud of wonder at the magnitude of their achievements. 
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In pteture boards, 2a. ; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. ; gilt edges, 3a, €d, 

1 Columbus, the Discoverer of the New World. 

2 Franklin, printer Boy, Statesman, and Philosopher. 

3 Washington, Hero and Patriot. 

4 The Puritan Captain; or, The Story^of Miles Standish. 

5 Boone, the Backwoodsman, the Pidfaieer of Kentucky, 

6 The Terror of the Indiat^s ; or. Life ’sq the Backwoods. 

7 The Hero of the^Prain’es; or, The Story 6f Kit Carson. 

8 The Spanish Cavalier; or, De Soto, the Discoverer. 

9 Through Prairie and Forest ; or,De Salle, the Pathfinder. 

10 The Shawnee Prophet; or, The Story of Tecumseh. 

11 The Buccaneer Chiefs; or, Captain^ Kidd and the Pirates. 
Hi Red Eaglet or, The War in Alabama. 

13 The Rival Warriors ; Chiefs of the Five Nations. 

14 Thtl Indian Princess; or. The Story of Pocohontas. 

15 The Mexican Prince; or, The Story of Montezuma. 

16 Cn Board the “ RAcket: ” The Story of a Cruise. 


WARD, LOCK & GO., London, Melbourne, and New York. 



GIFT BOOKS AT EIGHTEENPENCE EACH. 


Pric« YOUTH'S LIBRARY OP WONDER & AbVENTUBE. 

• Crown Bvo, cloth gilt, ; picture wrapper, I0. ,• gilt edges, Ha, 

If— I A Journey lnt(/the Interior the Earth. Vkrns. 

J l(j 2 The Eni^liah ai^the North Pol#. By Jules V^rnk. 
and 3 The Ice Desert.' By Jules Verne. • 

2 /— 4 Five We^s in a Balloon. By Jules Verne. • 

. 5 The Mysterious Qc^ument. By Jules Verne. 

6 On the Track. By Jules Verne. 

7 Among the Cannibals. By Jules Verne. 

8 Twenty thousand Leagues tinder«the Sea. Part I. 

^ g -^-Part II. 

10 Two Years Before tj;ie Mast. By R. II. Dana, 

11 From the Earth to the NIoon. By Jules^erne. 

X2 Round the Moon. Bv Tulp^Verne. 

13 Sandford and Merton**. Illustrated. 

14 Baron Munchausen : His Travels and Adventures. Blust. 

15 Robinson Crusoe. With many BngraVings. * 

16 Around the World in Eighty Days. By Jules Verne. 

17 A Boy’s Life Aboard Sfiip, as it Is. Illustrated. 

18 Life in a Whaler: Adventiwes in Tropical Seas. Illust- 

19 Grimm's Fairy Tales. Illustrated. 

2D The Marvels of Nature. With 400 Bngravlugs. 

21 Wondera^of the Worlli. With 123 Engravings. 

22 The Boy’s 6wn Book of Manufactures and Indus¬ 

tries of the World. With 365 EngravlugB. 

23 Fifty Famous Men. With Portraits and other niusts. 

24 Great Inventors. With 109 Engravings. 

25 The Boy’s Handy Book of Games. Illustrated. 

26 The Boy’s Handy Book of Natur^tl History. Illust. 

27 Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. 100 Engravings. . 

28 Evening^at Home. With many Engravings. 

29 FamouOBoys. With Portraits, &c. 

30 Arabi^ Nights’ ERt^rtalntnents. Illustrated. 

31 Andersen’s Popular Tales. Illustrated. 

32 Andersen’s Popular Stories. Ulustrated. 

33 The Young Marooners. By F. Goulding. Illustrated. 

34 The Crusaldes and Crusaders. Bj J. G. Edgab^I llust. 

36 Lion Hunting. By Jules Gerard. Illustrated. 

37 The Backwoodsman. By Sir C. F. L. WUaxall. • 

38 Hunting Adventures In Forest and Field. • 

39 The Boy’s Book of Modern Travel and Adventure. 

WARD, LOCK & (jp., London, Melbouftie, ai^ New York. 
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GtFT BOOKS AT BXQBTBBKPBNCB. 


The Y ohtb's LibeAry— cmtinutd^ 

40 From Log Cabin to Whitf) ^ouse. IHustrated. • 

42 Cngland’s Hero antf CW^i%lan Soldier: The life if 

C'<.neral C>obd'' N’. Maps and Eiy^ra^inga 

43 Wild Sporty or the World (rREENvyoon. Illuntwit^’d 

44 Brave British Soldiers and the Victoria Cross To. 

45 Silas Horners Adventures Greenwood, niuatrated. 

46 Robinson Crusoe Demy 8vo. PrcKtisely Illustrated. 

47 The Noble Wife ; or, Faghlal unto Death. Illustrated. 

48 The Triumph of Truth , or, Honesty the Beat Policy. 

49 The Faithful Servant; or, ^he King and the Peasant. 

50 The Wic^w 8 S^n , oi, Bread upon th^ Waters. Illust. 

51 The Greek Slave; 01, hihal Love. Illustrated. . 

52 The Hef'o Martyr; or, 'I he Faithful Protestant. Illust. 

53 The Pilgrim Kings; 01, The Star of Bethlehem. Illust. 

54 TIfe Child’s Life of^'^lesus Christ. lUuairated. 

55 The Good Sailo^>f|pyj or, Adventures of Chailey Morant. 
5t) The Christian Prince: A Historical Narrative. Illust. 

57 The Faithful Missionary; or. Life in Greenland. Illust. 

58 The Boy Pilot. An Iceland Narrative. Illustrated. 

59 Fidelity Rewarded. By Franz Hoffmann. lUuat. 

60 Virtue Triumphant; or, Anton, therishciman lllusL 

61 Famous Friendships of Eminent Men and Women. Do. 

62 Romantic Tales Royal Palaces. Illustrated. 

63 Notable Women of Our Own Time. Portraits. 

64 William Ewart Gladstone: A Biography. Portrait. 


ergkmann-chatriar library. 

Post Svo, pictureivrapper,pnee 19 . each; cloth gilt, In.^d.; cloth gilt, 
(iho9e marked * with page Engravings), S3a. Cd. each. 

TAe addition to these volumes of the charming lUustratimu o/ 
SchUleA', Bayard, and others render them m eviry way perfect 


*s Madame Thereee. 
a The Conscrit t 
The Great Invasion. 

4 The Blockade 
*S The States General 
*6 The Country In Danger. 
7 Waterloo 
*8 Dr, Matheua. 

*g Stories of the Rhine. 
*io Friend Fritz. 


'*11 The Alaatlan Schoolmeeter. 
•la The Polish Jew. 

13 Master Daniel Rock 
*TS Year One of the Republic. 

CItIze AUonaparte 
*17 ConfeaUone of a Clarionet 
Pkyei 

*18 CampaigiTA'Irt Kabylla. 

*19 The Man Wolf. 

*so The Wild Huntsman. 


DOUBLE VOLUMES. Crown Svo, picture boards, 28, each. 
1 Under Fire [1789 1793 I 6 The Burled Treasure. 


3 The Story of a Peasant, 
5 The Mystcrloua Doctor. ^ 


The uid Sohoolmaeter. 
Weird Tales of the WCMMfe. 


In new and handsome binding, cloth gUt, gilt top. 68. ea^ 

The Story of a Peasant, | The Story of a^Psflieeiit, 
1789-T792 57 Psge IlxuBts I 1793-1813 60 PHigg SHtiata. 


WARD, LOCK & GO, London, Melbourne, and York. 







